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TO    ALL    THOSE 

WHO,   WHETHER    AT    HOME    OR    ABROAD, 

ASSISTED     IN     MAKING    THE     RE-UNION     A     SUCCESS, 

THIS    WORK    IS    RESPECTFULLY 

DEDICATED. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Ere  the  Re-l'nion  day  of  '84  had  been  numbered  with 
the  past,  manv  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters,  who  had  come 
home  to  attend  the  celebration,  realizing  how  delightful  a  suc- 
cess the  occasion  was,  began  to  discuss  the  desirability  of 
having  its  history  written.  Indeed  at  the  reception  held  by 
the  New  York  delegation,  on  the  evening  of  the  Fourth, 
formal  action  upon  the  subject  was  taken,  a  motion  request- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Re-Union  Committee  to  undertake 
the  task  being  passed  willi  entire  unanimity  and  pleasant 
cordiality.  Tlien,  too,  not  a  few  of  the  citizens  of  Newport 
joined  in  the  request,  and  subsequently,  on  the  evening  of  the 
fourth  day  of  August,  the  Re-Union  Committee  adopted  the 
following  resolution  : — 

RcsoKcd.  That  the  Secrctar\-  of  our  Committee  be.  and  lie  here- 
by is,  earnestly  requested  to  prepare  for  pul)lication  a  history  of  the 
late  Re-Union,  for  wliicli  luidertakin^-  he  is  adniiial)I\  ciualifled. 

These  pleasant  solicitations  were  supplemented  by  the  fol- 
lowing very  cordial  letter  \yom  the  Ma\()r  of  the  City  : — 

Crrv  OF  Newport,  R.  I.,  ) 

Executive  Departmkxt,  Aui^ust  5.  18S4.  j 

F.  G.  IIauris.  Esc;^..  Secretar}-,  etc. 

J/l'  Dear  Sir: — 

Bv  an  official  communication  received  from  vou  to-dav,  I  am  re- 
minded that  the  Committee,  of  which  you  were  the  efficient  and  pains- 
talvin<r  Secretary,  lias  concluded  its  labors  in  connection  with  the  Re- 
Union  of  the  Sons  and  Dau<^hters  of  Newport,  held  July  4th,    1884. 

The  Re-Union  was  such  a  success  that  it  ap[)ears  to  me  desirable 
its  hist<jrv  should  he  written  for  preservation.  I  know  of  no  one 
whose  knowled<j^e  of  the  proceedings  better  (lualilies  him  for  this 
task  than  yourself. 

The  General  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  also  the  several 
delej^ations  of  the  returned  Sons  and  Dau<fhters  liave  already  ex- 
pressed this  opinion. 
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May  I  add  my  request  to  theirs,  and  ask  you  to  render  not  only 
them,  but  the  whole  people  of  Newport,  this  pleasant,  though 
arduous  service? 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  ask  this  of  30U,  and,  knowing  your  large  pub- 
lic spirit.  I  feel  you  will  not  refuse. 

Very  ti^uly  yours, 

ROB'T  S.  FRANKLIN, 

Mayor. 

If  there  was  any  hesitancy  on  my  part  in  according  a  ready 
acquiescence  to  these  very  flattering  requests,  it  was  the  result 
of  a  fear  lest  my  friends  had,  in  their  kindness,  over-estimated 
my  ability  to  produce  such  a  work  as  would  do  justice  to  the 
unparalleled  event  which  called  it  forth  ;  but  then  that  little 
word  TRY,  so  important  in  the  life-career  of  Bruce,  recurred 
more  forcibly  than  ever  before,  and  maintained  a  constant 
and  inspiriting  influence  on  my  mind. 

Thus  encouraged,  the  task,  attended  as  it  has  been  with 
varied  experiences,  was  begun,  and  an  effort  made  to  present 
as  acceptable  a  version  as  possible  of  the  delighttul  story  ot 
the  second  Re-Union  of  Newport's  children,  which,  I  am  free 
to  confess,  has  gained  with  me  a  more  and  more  pleasing  as- 
pect, and  a  grander,  deeper  meaning,  in  the  recollection  of 
its  many  stirring  incidents.  To  the  account,  herein  given, 
has  been  added  an  interesting  chapter,  written  by  Mr.  George 
C.  Mason  and  entitled  "A  Retrospective  Glance,"  which 
notes  the  changes  wrought  by  time  in  the  old  homestead  since 
the  year  '59,  and  is  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  volume. 
The  work  being  completed,  it  remains  but  to  be  said  that  if 
these  pages  shall  prove  to  be  useful  in  reviving  pleasant  mem- 
ories of  a  glorious  day,  for  those  who  participated  in  its  en- 
joyment, then  my  reward  will  be  great,  and  sufficient  for  all 
time. 

F.  G.  H. 

Newport,  R.  I. 

Christmas  Day,    1884. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


FIRST    THOUGHTS. 

It  is  a  grand  old  Enolish  custom    as    Christmas-tide    ap- 
proaches, for  sons  and  daughters,  from  far  and  near,  to  seek 
the  homestead  and  round  again  tiie  family  circle.     So,  when 
the  pearly    mistletoe    berries    begin    to    peep    out    amid    the 
russet  oak  foliage,  and  bright  red  ones  of  the  prickly  holly 
gleam  in  the  hedges,  the  prodigals  turn  their  faces  homewards 
for  glad  re-unions  and  Christmas  festivities.     Then  thousands 
of  weary  toilers  in  the  great  metropolis  crowd  to  suffocation 
London's    immense    stations,     where     whole     communities, 
grouped  together,  await  impatiently  the  moment  when  they 
shall  again  see  the  Yule  logs  brightly  burning  on  the  country 
hearths.     There,  too,  come  weary  and  embrowned  travellers, 
from  India's  sunny  clime  and  Canada's  snowy  wastes,  to  join 
in  sympathenc  greeting  and  thanksgiving ;  to  see  once  more 
with  moist  eyes  the  familiar  faces,    and    view    again,    with 
swelling  hearts,   -'that  spot  where  the  detiniteness  of  earl}?^ 
memories  is  inwrought  with  affection  and  kindly  acquaintance 
with  all  neighbors."     Deeply  ingrained,  all-pervading,  hearty 
and  general  in  expression  is  this  love  for  home  in  the  English 
speaking    people ;    but    here    in    America    the    cosmopolitan 
character  of  the  inhabitants,  the  rush  and  hurry    for    food, 
position,  and  allluence,  for  the  most  part  allow  but  little  op- 
portunity for  the  expression  of  a  general  kind  of  this  innate 
affection,  "  that  spreads  not  by  sentimental  effort  and  reflec- 
tion, but  as  a  sweet  habit  of  the  blood."     Yet  glimpses   of 
it,  and  yearnings  for  a  heartfelt  demonstration  of  this  love 
of  home,  may  be  obtained  on  the  national  holidays,    when 
old  and  young,  freed  temporarily  from  the  corroding    care 
and  worry  of  business  and  household,   again  view  that  be- 
loved spot  in  their  native  land,  "whence  they  get  the  love 
of  tender  kinship  for  the  face  of  earth,  for  the  labors  men  go 
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forth  to,  for  the  sounds  and  accents  that  haunt  and  give  that 
early  home  a  famihar,  unmistakable  difference  amidst  the 
future  widenings  of  knowledge." 

Such  a  spot  is  Newport  to  thousands  of  American  citizens 
throuirhout  the  world.  Renowned,  as  she  is,  in  song  ;  famed 
in  history ;  with  a  glorious  past  and  a  still  more  glorious 
future ;  beautiful  and  enchanting  to  strangers,  she  is  still 
more  so  to  her  sons  and  daughters  from  this  very  halo  of 
associations  surrounding  her,  from  these  fragrant  memories, 
and  from  this  common  yearning  to  be  "  rooted  in  some  spot 
of  a  native  life  and  in  some  spot  of  a  native  land." 

With  such  a  sentiment  widely  prevalent  among  her  sons 
and  daughters,  is  it  any  wonder,  then,  that  steps  should  be 
taken  to  satisfy  this  deep  longing? 

And  thus  it  came  about  that  during  the  winter  there  ap- 
peared, in  the  local  papers,  several  paragraphs  encouraging 
the  idea  of, a  re-union  of  Newport's  children. 

It  was  well  that  the  winter  time  was  chosen  for  the  tirst 
appearance  in  print  of  a  suggestion  relative  to  the  proposition 
to  have  a  renewal  of  the  scenes  and  pleasures  of  '59,  for,  had 
it  been  delayed  until  the  period  when  all  Newport  is  busily 
engaged  in  making  preparations  for  the  season's  harvest,  or 
until  the  summer,  which  is  the  hey-day  of  the  business  man 
of  this  City,  it  would  have  made  no  more  impression  upon  the 
mind  than  a  flash  of  lightning — it  would  have  been  seen  and 
almost  instantly  forgotten.  But,  coming  as  it  did  during  the 
passing  of  the  long  and  dreary  months  of  Newport  life,  when 
the  present  affords  but  little  opportunity  for  interesting 
converse,  and  compels  one's  thoughts  and  speech  to  turn  to 
events  that  have  passed  into  history  or  are  promised  for  the 
future,  the  suggestion  did  not  remain  entirely  disregarded, 
for,  while  no  formal  or  concerted  action  was  taken  with  a 
view  to  ascertaining  what  the  public  sentiment  was  respecting 
it,  or  what  prospects  there  were  of  success,  if  any  attempt  was 
made  to  put  the  idea  into  practical  shape,  it  became  the  topic 
ot  many  and  many  a  conversation  between  those  who 
remembered,  or"  participated  in,  the  glories  incident  to   the 
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twenty-third  day  of  August,  1859.  Particularly  was  this  the 
case  during  the  first  lew  weeks  of  the  present  year.  But, 
like  many  another  topic  of  local  interest,  the  Re-Union  spark, 
which  had  never  been  remarkable  either  for  size  or  brilliancy, 
passed  trom  view.  Had  it  never  been  revived,  it  is  quite 
certain  that,  however  brief  its  existence  had,  apparently,  been, 
it  was  entitled  to  a  grateful  remembrance  for  the  pleasure  it 
had  given  those  who,  having  advanced  to  that  stage  of  life's 
career  which  is  best  illustrated  by  "a  sere  and  yellow  leaf," 
had  turned  to  that  period  in  their  existence  when,  in  the 
prime  of  manhood,  they  had  given  freely  of  their  time  and 
their  substance  towards  making  the  first  great  gathering  of 
the  natives  the  unquestioned  success,  which  is  emphasized  in 
Mr.  Mason's  charming  historical  pages. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  youth  of  to-day  manifested  some 
interest  in  the  matter,  it  is  equally  a  fact  that  the  deep  and 
abiding  desire  for  a  celebration  was  evinced  far  more  by  the 
aged,  tor  the}-,  having  experienced  the  delights  of  the  hand- 
grasping,  and  the  welcoming  home  of  the  returning  ones  on 
the  last  occasion,  were  more  than  anxious  for  an  opportunity 
to  once  again  see  the  inpouring  of  Newport's  absent  Sons  and 
Daughters,  and  to  join  hands  with  those  who  had  remained 
by  the  native  heath,  in  preparing  a  fitting  welcome  for  these 
children,  ere  they,  the  older  ones,  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond. 
These  venerable  citizens  knew  that  at  least  two-thirds  of 
the  companions  of  their  youth  who  were  present  on  that 
memorable  day  in  '59,  were 

Not  lost,  but  gone  before, 

and  they  realized  that  the  time  was  approaching  when  they, 
too,  would  be  summoned  b}'  Him  who  ordereth  all  things  for 
good,  to  join  the  great  and  silent  majority.  These  thoughts  and 
these  desires  gave  to  the  aged  ones  a  peculiar  pleasure  which 
the  younger  element  does  not  comprehend,  and  there  need  be 
little  wonder  that  the  citizens  whose  life's  sands  have  nearly  run 
out,  longed  for  the  greater  pleasure  that  would  come  to  them 
through  a  realization  of  their  wishes  in  this  particular. 

It  is  a  little  singular  that  up  to  the  time  when  matters  took 
some  definite  form,  no  sort  of  opposition  was  manifested.    No 
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one  suggested  that  a  re-union  of  Sons  and  Daughters,  and 
Brothers  and  Sisters,  was  either  undesirable  or  inexpedient. 
So  far  as  the  matter  became  a  subject  of  conversation  at  all, 
it  was  universally   conceded  that  the  suggestion  was  a  very 
happv  one,  and  no  time  more  appropriate  than  after  a  lapse 
of  twenty-five  years.     But,  whether  it  was  that  the  wise  ones 
were  aware  of  the  vast  amount  of  time  and  labor  that  would 
be  required    to    bring    such  an  undertaking  to  a  successful 
issue,  or,  that  the  inexperienced  and  more  youthful  citizens 
were  not  sufilciently  imbued  with  sentiment,  matters  litde — 
the  subject  was  lost   sight  of  for   many   weeks.     Time   and 
time  again  had  the  name  of  Miss  Coe  been  mentioned  as  that 
of  the  lady  who,  in  1859,  ^^^  largely  instrumental  in  stirring 
up  the  citizens  of  Newport  to  a  realizing  sense  of  how  pleasant 
a  thing  it  would  be  to  have  a  re-union  of  the  absent  ones,  and 
not  infrequently  was   the  wish   expressed   that   some  equally 
enthusiastic  individual  might  be  found,  who  could,  and  who 
would,  lead    on    to    another    such    agreeable    and     glorious 
occasion.      It  is  certain,  however,  that  dormant  though  the 
matter  remained  in  Newport,  where  of  all  other  places  in  the 
world  the  most  interest  should  have  been  manifested,  it  was 
not  lost  sioht  of  bv  some  of  the  children  who  had  wandered 
alar  off  to  seek  those  opportunities  for  advancement  which 
their  insular  place  of  nativity  does  not  afford.     It  has  been 
learned  that  in  many  of  the  large  centres,  Newport  boys  got 
together  to  discuss  the  desirability  of  "  going  home '"  to  what, 
to  the  vast  majority  of  them,  would  be  their  first  re-union. 
The  result  of  these  gatherings  was  that  several  communications 
on  the  subject  were  addressed  to  the  Mayor  of  this  City,  the 
Honorable     Robert    S.     Franklin,    who,    it    may     here    be 
remarked,   lent    generous   aid  to   the  undertaking    from  the 
time  when  he  first  brought  the  subject  before  the  City  Council, 
until  the  curtain  had  fallen  upon  the  last  act  relating  to  it. 
These  young  men,  aye,  and  the  men  of  middle  life  as  welLas 
those  of  mature  years,  longed  to  return  to  the  home  of  their 
childhood ;    they    longed    for    an    opportunity  to    look    upon 
familiar  scenes  and  faces.     Many  of  them  had  never  once 
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jrn/.iHl  upon  tlu-ir  birth  place  since  the  day  when  parent  and 
iViend  hade  them  God-speed  as  they  went  out  from  it  in  their 
search  lor  emph)ynuMil  and  fortune  in  distant  places.  The 
desire  of  such  as  these  to  return  was  a  hundred  fold  greater 
than  that  manifested  by  those  who,  residing  within  easy 
distances  from  their  former  home,  had  frequently  availed 
themselves  of  the  splendid  facihties  for  New  England  travel 
to  return  occasionally  and  receive  a  cordial  greeting  from 
friends,  and  take  cognizance  of  the  fact  that  again  Newport 
was  becoming  a  place  of  great  importance ;  that  renewed 
prosperitv  had  come  to  her,  and  that  in  all  things  relating  to 
municipal  government  she  was  keeping  pace  with  larger  and 
more  important  business  centres.  These  long  absent  Sons 
and  Daughters  had  been  experiencing  a  degree  of  curiosity 
which  did  not,  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  find  its  way 
into  the  breasts  of  those  who  w^ere  enabled  to  make  frequent 
homeward  trips.  They  read  in  far-of^'  newspapers  of  the 
ma'mificent  drives  that  had  been  laid  out,  of  the  palatial 
residences  that  well  nigh  covered  the  Clit^s,  of  the  gorgeous 
equipages  that  were  to  be  seen,  and  of  the  thousand  and  one 
improvements  that  had  been  made  within  the  City's  borders. 
Thev  had  read  of  the  enterprise  of  their  fellow  townsman, 
Mr.  George  H.  Norman,  who  with  his  own  capital  had  con- 
structed the  Water  Works  which  have  proved,  even  thus  far, 
to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  community  at  large.  As  w'ell  had 
they  been  informed  of  the  beauties  of  the  Casino,  which  Mr. 
James  Gordon  Bennett  had  caused  to  be  erected  as  a  means 
of  increasing  the  attractions  of  the  little  Cit3'-by-the-Sea  in 
which  he  takes  so  deep  an  interest. 

It  is  no  wonder,  then,  that  these  Sons  and  Daughters  longed 
for  the  time  to  come  when,  with  those  whom  thev  had  known 
in  by-gone  da3's,  they  might  enjoy  looking  upon  all  these 
things,  and  realizing  how  much  had  been  done  tow^ards 
giving  their  native  City  the  desirable  prominence  she  now 
enjoys. 

And  the  time  came  when  the  opportunity  they  craved  w^as 
afforded  them. 
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TAKING    SHAPE. 

Weeks  went  by,  and,  as  has  been  seen,  all  thou<;lit  of  the 
proposed  re-union  had  passed  from  the  minds  of  those,  who, 
in  Newport,  had,  during  the  precedinfr  weary  months,  con- 
sidered the  merits  of  the  subject.  Hut,  nevertheless,  the  fact 
remained  that  the  topic  had  been  discussed.  There  was  an 
advantage  in  that,  for,  whenever  a  new  project  is  brought 
forward  here,  the  dear,  good,  conservative  people  must  do  so 
much  talking  about  it,  or  it  will  never  go  down.  The  way 
had  been  paved  ibr  action.  The  seed  had  been  sown  in  the 
dreary  winter;  it  was  to  take  root  in  the  Spring  time.  But 
the  sappling  was  destined  to  encounter  many  a  chilly  blast, 
which  threatened  its  very  existence.  Its  proportions  were  to 
be  scoffed  at.  while  prognostication  after  prognostication  was 
to  be  made  that  its  life  would  not  be  of  suflicient  lenoth  to 
permit  of  the  development  of  the  much  coveted  fruit,  ^'et 
the  undertaking  was  to  have  its  protectors,  also  ;  it  was  to  be 
carefull}'  nurtured  ;  it  was  to  be  labored  for,  and  those  labors 
were  to  receive  generous  encouragement — in  fact  it  was  des- 
tined t(^  assume  proportions  that  the  most  enthusiastic  of  its 
friends  had  scarcely  dared  hope  for,  and,  finally,  it  was  to 
yield  such  fruit  as  made  every  citizen  of  Newport  proud  of 
the  day  and  the  occasion. 

It  was  not  until  the  sixth  day  of  May  that  the  matter  took 
practical  form,  and  then  it  was  made  the  subject  of  a 
communication  from  the  Mayor  to  the  City  Council,  a  copy  of 
which  is  given  herewith  : — 


C 

EXECUTIV 


!iTY  OF  Xp:wpout,  R.  I.,  ) 

'E  Dei'AI{tmk.\t,  May  6,  1SS4.  j 


GcntlciHcu  of  tlic  City  Council: — 

I  liave  latclv    received    several    coiniminicatioiis    from    <^eiitlemeii 
livhig  ill  New  York  City,  who  were  born  in  Newport,  sayiiij^  the)  had 
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iiilunnally  discussed  tlio  feasibility  of  having  a  re-union  of  the  Sons 
and  DauL^Iiters  of  Xeu  port,  at  some  time  during  the  2:)resent  Summer, 
and  asking  the  co-ojieration  of  the  City  Council  in  the  matter.  To 
these.  I  Ii.-ive  reph'eil  that  I  would  suggest  the  subject  at  the  regular 
meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  May,  and  therefore  present  it  at  this 
time. 

It  is  now  twenty-five  years  since  the  first  Re-Union  was  held.  To 
make  an  atlair  of  this  kind  a  success,  will  require  much  time,  labor, 
and  expense.  Shoulil  you  feel  favorably  disposed  to  assist  in 
carrying  out  their  desire,  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  Fourth  of 
July  would  be  an  appropriate  da}^  for  the  occasion. 

ROBERT  S.   FRANKLIN, 

Mayor. 
This  document  was  read  and  received  in  the  usual  way  by 
bdiii  Boards,  but,  as  it  was  unaccompanied  by  any  resolution, 
it  looked  as  if  nothing  further  would  be  done  with  the  subject. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  City  Council,  how- 
ever, a  citizen  of  Newport,  u^ho  subsequently  became  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Re-Union  Committee,  had  a  conference  with  Alder- 
man Cottrell,,and,  atthe  suggestion  of  that  gentleman,  wrote  a 
skeleton  resolution  making  an  appropriation  for  the  proposed 
undertaking.     The    all   important  document  was  handed  to 
Captain  John  Waters,  the  representative  of  the  Fourth  Ward  in 
the  upper  branch  of  the  City  Council,  and,  upon  his  motion, 
It  was  passed  unanimously  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  an  ac- 
tion in  which  the  Common  Council  immediately  concurred. 
The  names  of  the  Committee  having  been  inserted  by  Mayor 
Frankhn  and  President  Barker,  the  resolution  read  as  follows, 
namely  : — 

RESOLUTION   OF    THE    CITY  COUNCIL. 

[Passed  May  6,  1SS4.] 
Resolved,  That  a  Joint  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  Alder- 
men Waters  and  Kaull,  and  Common  Councilmen  Stanhope,  Wilbor 
and  Green,  be,  and  hereby  are,  appointed  to  make  and  carrv  out  the 
arnmgements  tor  a  re-u.iion  of  tlie  Sons  and  Daughters  of  New- 
P-"-t  <'n  July  4th  next,  and  that  the  sum  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars 
.s  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of 
tlie  proposed  celebration.  ' 
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On  the  9th  day  of  May,  the  Committee  of  the  City  Council, 
named  in  the  foregoing  resohition,  met  and  organized,  in  part, 
by  the  election  of  Alderman  Waters  as  Chairman.  A  verv 
large  measure  of  the  success  attending  the  Re-Union  is  due  to 
this  ftict,  for  the  Chairman  worked  with  a  degree  of  intelli- 
gence and  enthusiasm  that  was  most  creditable  to  him  and 
helpful  to  the  Committee.  At  this  meeting,  Ex-Mayor  Swin- 
burne, who  had  been  the  Chief  Marshal  of  the  Re-Union  of 
1859,  M^-  Frank  G.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Henry  W.  Co/.zens  were 
invited  to  become  members  of  the  Committee,  and  thev  readilv 
accepted  the  invitation,  making  known,  then  and  there,  the 
fact  that  the  movement  had  their  hearty  sympathy  and  would 
receive  their  cordial  support. 

By  this  Committee  of  eight,  then,  it  was  determined  to  liold 
a  public  meeting  in  the  Opera  House,  "  in  order,"  as  the  call 
subsequently  stated,  "  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  our  citizens, 
and  to  make  such  preliminary  arrangements  as  may  be  sug- 
gested." 

To  this  meeting  were  invited,  also,  a  large  number  of  sons 
of  Newport  in  other  cities,  for  the  Committee  desired  to  have 
an  expression  of  opinion  from  representative  men  abroad 
as  to  the  advisability  of  proceeding  witii  the  undertaking. 
None  came,  however,  but  several  of  them  wrote  verv  pleasant 
letters  in  which  the  heartiest  co-operation  was  promised. 
Among  the  most  interesting  communications  received  were 
those  of  Mr.  Robert  S.  Covell,  of  Boston,  who  wrote  that 
"  nothing  but  recent  afflictions  will  prevent  our  joining  with 
kind  friends  and  relatives  in  dear  old  Nevvjiort  on  that  occa- 
sion ;  "  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Peckham,  of  New  York,  who  said  that, 
"  the  Newporters  who  knock  around  the  world  want  very  jnuch 
to  meet  their  old  cronies  in  a  crowd,  and  ha\i.'  an  old  fashioned 
Fourth  of  July  together;"  of  Dr.  W.  T.  Hull,  of  New  York, 
who,  while  regretting  his  inability  to  attend  the  inL-eting,  w  roti-, 
"  but,  so  soon  as  your  plans  are  formed,  if  there  he  any 
assistance  that  I  can  render,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  be  at  your 
service;"  of  Major  Henry  Bull,  of  Middletown,  who  stated  to 
the  Committee  that,  "  my  sympathies  are  fully  in  accord  with 


1 8  THE    NEWPORT    RE-UNION. 

the  measures  you  are  to  consider ;"  of  Mr.  Freeborn  Cogge- 
shall,  of  Providence,  who  made  known  the  fact  that  he  should 
co-operate  heartily  with  the  Committee  in  the  great  undertak- 
ing ;  of  Mr.  A.  M.  Cahoone,  of  New  York,  who  expressed  his 
sympathy  with  the  movement;  of  Mr.  Charles  M.  Bull,  of 
New  York,  who  indicated  that  such  a  re-union  of  old  New^- 
porters  was  to  him  a  very  pleasant  idea  and  he  hoped  the 
Committee  might  be  very  successful  in  carrying  out  their 
programme  ;  of  Mr.  Walter  Nichols,  of  Brooklyn,  who  made 
a  pleasant  reference  to  the  celebration  of  '59  and  encouraged 
the  undertaking  of  '84  ;  of  Mr.  David  H.  Weeden,  of  Provi- 
dence, whose  letter  was  the  forerunner  of  valuable  assistance 
which  he  rendered  the  Committee,  and  of  Mr.  E.  W.  Gould, 
of  New  York,  who  wrote  encouragingly  saying  he  saw  no 
reason  why  this  year's  Re-Union  should  not  be  more  largely 
attended  than  the  one  of  '59. 

The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Opera  House,  which 
was  kindly  loaned  by  the  Messrs.  Bull,  on  the  i6th  of 
May,  and  the  proceedings  were  enlivened  with  music 
furnished  by  the  Newport  Brass  Band,  the  members  very 
generously  donating  their  services.  Candor  and  truthfulness 
compel  the  recording  of  the  fact  that  there  was  not  a  large 
attendance  by  any  means,  but,  fortunately  for  the  project,  the 
audience  included  many  of  the  ver}'  best  citizens  of  the  place, 
who  were  evidently  actuated  by  the  highest  and  best  motives 
in  being  present. 

The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Ex-Governor  Charles  C. 
VanZandt,  who  was  ver}^  felicitously  introduced  by  Alderman 
Waters,  the  Chairman  of  the  Re-Union  Committee.  Gov- 
ernor Van  Zandt  was  in  a  most  happy  mood,  for  the  occasion 
was  one  to  which,  through  the  tender  affection  and  deep 
interest  he  has  at  all  times  manifested  for  his  native  City,  he 
could  do  complete  justice.  In  his  address  he  referred  at  some 
length  to  the  success  of  the  last  Re-Union,  and  urged  one  and 
all  to  do  ever3'thing  in  their  power  towards  making  the  pro- 
posed celebration  an  equally  pleasant  one.  The  distin- 
guished gentleman  reminded  his  hearers  that  they  were  blest 
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as  few  other  communities  were,  for  their  liome,  lie  said,  was 
one  of  the  loveliest  that  the  sun  shone  upon,  and  endowed  with 
attractions  which  made  ever}-  native  Newporter  justly  proud  of 
the  fact  that  he  was  born  within  the  confines  of  this  charmin*,' 
American  seaside  resort.     They  must  take  no  backward  step, 
he  said,  neither  must  they  stand  still,  but  it  was  their  bounden 
dutv — a    dutv  thev    should    look   upon    as    a    most  a<(reeable 
one — to  proceed  with  their  Re-Union  work,  and  once   more 
extend  to  the  far-oft'  Sons  and  Daughters  such  a  cordial  invita- 
tion to  return  home  as  would  be  alike  creditable  to  their  best 
impulses  and  to  the  well  known  hospitality  of  Newport  people. 
The  Honorable  William  P.  Shellield  was  the  next  speaker, 
and  in  the  course  of  an  able  and  exceedingly  appropriate  ad- 
dress, he  paid   a  touching  tribute  to  the  City  of  his  adoption. 
He  spoke  of  the  devotees  of  science,  art,  literature  and  divin- 
ity, with  whose  names  the  pages   of  Newport's  history   were 
emblazoned,  and  from  his  lips  fell  a  prediction  that  the  future 
of  this   City  would  be  no  less  conspicuous  than  the  record  of 
her   past.     The  speaker  said  he  believed  in   the  re-unions  of 
communities  as  well  as  of  families,  for  much  good  must  come 
from    such   occasions  if  they  were  conducted  as  that  ot  1859 
had  been,  and  as  it  was  proposed  the  coming  one  should  be. 
The  speech  of  the  eminent  citizen   included  a  very  delightful 
review  of  the  prominent  part  which  Newport  had  at  all  times 
taken  in  the  advancement  of  civilization,  and  it  was   brought 
to  a  close  by  an  expression  of  hearty  sympathy  with  the  move- 
ment they   had  been  called  together  to  discuss,  and   for  the 
success  of  which  he  promised  his  earnest  co-operation. 

Mr.  Lucius  D.  Davis  spoke  briefly  for  the  adopted  citizens 
of  the  place,  pleasandy  sketching  the  City's  growth  and 
her  increased  importance  in  all  respects  over  the  time  when 
the  last  Re-Union  was  held.  He  heartily  endorsed  the  propo- 
sition which  was  before  the  meeting,  and  wished  it  an  abun- 
dant success. 

Brief  addresses  were  made  by  Ex-Mayor  Swinburne, 
General  Burdick,  and  Ex-Alderman  Lewis  Brown,  and  at 
their  conclusion  the  chairman  asked  from  the  audience  an 
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expression  as  to  whether  it  was  desirable  to  proceed  with  the 
preparations  for  a  Re-Union.  There  was  a  very  hearty 
attirmative  response,    but  not  a  single  negative    sound   was 

heard. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  exercises  in  the  Opera  House,  the 
Committee  of  the  City  Council  met  in  the  City  Hall,  and  for 
some  time  were  engaged  in  discussing  what  had  best  be  done 
to  promote  and  secure  the  success  of  the  undertaking.  The 
oro-anization  of  the  Committee  was  completed  by  the  election 
of  Mr.  Frank  G.  Harris  as  Secretary.  It  was  agreed  on  all 
hands  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  invite  a  number  of  citizens 
to  take  part  in  all  future  proceedings  incident  to  the  proposed 
celebration,  and  with  that  end  in  view  the  following  circular 
was  sent  to  some  forty  or  fifty  well  known  residents  : — 

Newport^  R.  /.,  May  77,  1884. 

Dear   Sir : — 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee  of  the  City 
Council,  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  the  proposed  Re-Union 
of  the  Sons  ijind  Daughters  of  Newport,  have  requested  me  to  invite 
you  to  become  a  member  of  a  Citizens'  Committee  to  assist  them  in 
the  undertaking. 

The  Committee  will  meet  in  the  Common  Council  Chamber,  on 
Monday  Evening,  19th  inst.,  at  S  o'clock,  when  you  are  earnestly 
requested  to  be  present,  in  order  that  a  thorough  working  organization 
may  be  effected. 

Yours,  truly, 

John  Waters, 

Chairman. 

The  meeting  called  for  the  evening  of  Monday,  May  19th, 
was  largely  attended,  and  no  difficulty  was  experienced  by 
Aldermen  Langley  and  Kaull,  Councilman  Greene,  Ex-Mayor 
Swinburne,  and  Mr.  Henry  W.  Cozzens,  who  were  appointed 
to  nominate  persons  to  fill  the  various  offices  and  form  the 
several  committees,  in  making  wise  and  judicious  selections. 
As  completed  upon  the  evening  in  question,  the  Re-Union 
organization  was  as  follows  : — 
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CHAIRMAN, 

JOHN  \VAri:RS. 

SECRET AKV. 

FRANK  G.   HARRIS. 

TREASURER, 

CHARLES    r.   HOPKINS. 

CHIEF      MARSHAL, 

WILLIAM  J.  SWINBURNE. 

EX-OFFICIO    MEMBER    OF    ALL    COMMITTEES, 

ROBERT  S.  FRANKLIN,  Mayor. 

COMMITTEE    OF    ARRANGEMENTS. 

Henry  VV.  Cozzens,  Cliairman  \  William  J.  Cozzens,  Sec- 
retary :  George  P.  Lawton,  William  J.  .SwiNiuarsE.  Ai.heut 
C.  Landers,  Francis  Stanhope,  and  William  A.  Peckmam. 

committee  on  collation. 

Stephen  P.  Slocum,  Chairman ;  William  A.  Piickiiam. 
Secretary ;  Willtaw  O.  Greene,  George  P.  Lawton,  Thomas 
BuRLiNGHAM.  JoHN  G.  Weaver.  Jk..  and  IIemo'  F.  Baknaki). 

committee   on  printing. 

Lewis  Brown,  CJiairman ;  Frank  G.  Harris,  Secretary ; 
Lucius  D.  Davis,  Edwaim)  Newton,  John  P.  Sanborn,  and 
Christopher  M.   Lee. 

committee  on  illuminations. 

Francis  vStanhope,  Chairman ;  Henrn  W.  Cozzens,  Secre- 
tary; W^iLLiAM  A.  Stedman,  Albert  C.  Landers,  W  hi  iam  O. 
Greene,  and  Charles  H.  Burdick. 

committee  ox  arrangement  ok  tent. 

John  Waters,  Chaimian  :  Daxid  S.  Cakk.  Secretary  :  H. 
Augustus  Kaull.  John  (i.  Weavek.  Ji;..  IIi.mjn  V .  Barnard, 
William   F.  Wilbor,  and  Chakles   II.    nritDU  k. 

COMMITTEE    ON    MUSIC     AND    SALUTES. 

Henry  E.  Turner,  }\\.,  Chairman:  Mijaille  \\v\.\..  Secre- 
tary;  John  W^aters,  John  Gilpin,  and  Arnold  L.  Burdick. 
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COMMITTEE    ON    THE     PRESS. 

John  Gilpin,  Chairman;  Edward  W.  Higbee,  Secretary; 
Lucius  D.  Davis,  Frank  G.  Harris,  John  P.  Sanborn, 
Theophilus  T.  Pitman,  Frederick  M.  Hammett,  and  Benja- 
min W.  Pearce. 

committee  on  correspondence. 

Frank  G.  Harris,  William  J.  Cozzens,  William  P.  Shef- 
field. JR-'  Patrick  J.  Galvin,  Edward  Newton,  Edward  B. 
Harrington,   John  Gilpin,  and   Frederick  M.  Hammett. 

COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

Job  T.  Langley,  Chairman;  John  J.  Peckham,  Secretary; 
Arnold  L.  Burdick,  Thomas  P.  Peckham,  Patrick  J.  Gal- 
vin, and  Edward  B.  Harrington. 

committee  on    reception  of  guests. 

Henry  E.  Turner,  M.  D.,  Chairman;  Rev.  Mahlon  Van 
Horne,  Secretary ; ^]oyv^  Waters,  H.  Augustus  Kaull,  Wil- 
liam O.  Greene,  William  F.  Wilbor,  Francis  Stanhope, 
James  B.  Cottrell,  and  Job  T.   Langley. 

committee  on  military. 

William  A.  Stedman,  Chairman;  Henry  E.  Turner,  Jr., 
Secretary;  Melville  Bull,  Arnold  L.  Burdick,  and  William 

F.    W^ILBOR. 

Subsequently  changes  were  made  in  some  of  the  commit- 
tees, and  one  or  two  new  committees  were  formed.  Mr.  Wil- 
liam A.  Peckham  declining  to  serve,  his  place  on  the  Commit- 
tee of  Arrangements  was  taken  by  Mr.  William  S.  Cranston, 
and  the  vacancy  in  the  Committee  on  Collation  filled  by  Mr. 
WiUiam  J.  Underwood.  The  chairmanship  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Reception  and  that  of  the  Committee  on  Music  and 
Salutes  having  been  resigned  by  Dr.  Turner  and  Mr.  H.  E. 
Turner,  Jr.,  those  posidons  were  finally  occupied  by  Ex- 
Mayor  Slocum  and  General  Burdick,  respectively.  Later 
on,  Mr.  William  J.  Underwood  was  added  to  the  Committee 
on  Arrangements,  and  the  Committee  on  Collation  having 
tendered  their  resignations,  Messrs.  A.  L.  Burdick,  H.  A. 
Kaull,  and  Lewis  Brown  were  made  a  substitute  committee. 
Efficient  work  was  done  by  Messrs.  W.  O.  Greene,  Thomas 
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Burlin<^ham,  and  Lewis  Brown,  who  weVe  given  charjrf  of 
all  police  arrangements  ;  Messrs.  G.  P.  Lawton  and  A.  L. 
Burdick  were  made  the  Committee  on  Carriages,  and  Mayor 
Franklin  and  Messrs.  Lee,  Galvin,  Shellield,  Jr.,  and  Davis 
were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Speakers;  and  these  latter, 
with  the  as.sistance  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
succeeded  in  obtaining  several  eminent  orators  for  the  occasion. 
The  vaVious  committees  set  to  work  with  conmiendable 
enthusiasm,  although  almost  immediately  after  the  meetintr  of 
May  19th,  there  were  heard  murmurings  of  doubt  on  a 
great  many  sides.  From  this  time  forward  it  was  almost 
entirely  an  up  hill  journey.  As  is  usual  in  such  organizations, 
there  were  diverse  views  expressed  upon  a  great  manv  of  the 
topics  introduced  for  consideration,  and  occasionallv  much 
skill  and  forbearance  were  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  the 
entire  project  falling  to  the  ground.  Indeed,  even  after  the 
preparations  had  been  for  some  time  under  wa}',  amotion  was 
made  at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  Committee  to  the  ellect 
that  it  was  inexpedient  to  proceed  with  the  undertaking,  and 
this  was  barely  defeated  by  a  vote  of  fourteen  to  ten.  Prior 
to  the  vote  being  taken,  a  very  spirited  discussion  had  been 
indidged  in,  and  when  the  question  was  finally  settled  an  im- 
pression prevailed  that  one  eflect  the  opposition  that  had  been 
developed  would  have,  was  that  it  woukl  stimulate  every 
member  to  greater  efibrts  for  the  success  of  the  Re-Union. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


THE    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Immediately  after  the  appointment  ot^  the  various  commit- 
tees, several  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  placed  in  charge  of 
the  correspondence  began  to  congratulate  themselves  upon 
what  they  believed  to  be  a  fact,  namely,  that  their  labors 
would  be  very  light  indeed.  They  had  reckoned  without 
their  host,  for  from  the  moment  when  they  first  got  together 
to  see  what  was  necessary  to  be  done  in  their  department, 
their  labors  were  incessant,  and  involved  personal  sacrifices 
which  need  not  be  referred  to  here.  At  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Committee  it  was  decided  to  send  a  copy  of  the  following 
letter  to  every  absent  Newporter  w^hose  address  could  be  ob- 
tained : — 

Newport,  Rhode  Island,  May  33,  1SS4. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  May  6th,  it  was  unani- 
mously voted  to  have  a  Re-Union  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  New- 
port on  July  Fourth  next. 

It  is  earnestly  desired  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  this  City,  who  have  sought  homes  and  fortune  in  other 
places,  shall  return  and  join  with  the  present  citizens  of  their  native 
place  in  a  grand  re-union,  in  order  that  youthful  associations  may- 
be  revived,  early  friendships  renewed  and  strengthened,  and  new 
ones  formed.  We  therefore  extend  to  you  a  hearty  invitation  to  be 
present  and  unite  witli  us  in  the  festivities  of  the  occasion. 

Many  of  the  children  of  Newport  are  widely  scattered,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  names  and  addresses  of  all.  Should  jou 
know  of  any  whose  names  have  not  occurred  to  the  Committee,  you 
will  oblige  us  by  extending  to  them  a  cordial  invitation  to  be  present. 

Books  w^ill  be  provided  at  the  City  Hall  for  the  registration  of 
names,  and  every  person  so  registering  will  be  furnished  with  some 
distinguishing  badge  to  seciu'e  proper  recognition  in  all  the  ceremo- 
nies of  the  day. 
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You  can  aid  the  Committee  it",  after  consultiii.tr  with  tiie  S<,n.s  and 
Daughters  of  Newport  in  your  vicinity,  you  will  name  some  one  to 
reply,  in  their  behalf,  to  the  words  of  welcome  to  he  exten.!c-.l  i., 
them  by  His  Honor,  the  jMayor.  and  others. 

To  all  who  were  born  in  Xewport  or  have  ever  made  it  their 
home,  it  is  superfluous  to  say  that  her  historical  memories,  her  tender 
family  associations,  and  the  charms  which  Nature  has  so  lavishlv 
bestowed,  are  more  than  sufHcient  reason  to  induce  them,  not  <.nlv  to 
gather  around  the  hearthstones  dear  to  them,  but  cheerfullv  to  do  all 
in  their  power  to  promote  the  success  and  advance  the  happiness  ,,f 
the  day  which  we  desire  to  make  most  memoral)le  in  her  historx . 

Robert  S.  Franklin,  Mavor. 

Frank  G.  Harris, 

Edward  Newton, 

Edward  B.   Harrington, 

John  Gii.i'in, 

Fred  M.  Hammett, 

William  J.  Cozzens, 

William  P.  Sheffield,  Jk., 

Patrick  J.  Ctal\in, 

Co7-respondcnce   Comniiltee. 

How  best  to  obtain  the  addresses  of  the  absent  ones,  w  as  a 
matter  that  gave  the  Committee  much  concern.  Advertise- 
ments asking  for  them  were  inserted  in  the  local  papers,  but 
these  brought  forth  very  poor  results.  Finally  a  method  was 
suggested  that  proved  eminently  successful.  ATanv  hundreds 
of  postal  cards,  addressed  to  the  "Re-Union  Committi-e,  Cilv 
Hall,  Newport,"  and  having  upon  the  reverse  side  a  request 
that  the  persons  receiving  them  would  write  the  names  and 
addresses  of  absent  relatives  and  friends  and  drop  the  cards 
in  the  post-office,  were  distributed  throughout  the  Cit\'.  The 
plan  acted  like  a  charm,  for  by  each  mail  there  came  scores 
upon  scores  of  addresses,  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  have 
over  three  thousand  copies  of  the  in\itation  circular  printetl. 
How  many  weary  hours  were  passed  in  sorting  and  indexing 
the  more  than  three  thousand  names,  in  folding  as  many 
circulars,  and  sealing  and  directing  the  same  number  of 
envelopes,  need   not  be  told  ;  it  is   sullicient  to  say  that  the 
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Committee  j^ave  their  time  cheerfully  and  labored  almost  in- 
cessantly, and  when,  finally,  the  last  invitation  had  been  sent 
out,  they  congratulated  themselves  upon  the  fact  that  a  spirit 
of  entire  harmony  had  prevailed  in  all  their  doings. 

While  the  invitations  did  not  ask  for  any  acknowledgment, 
several  scores  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  wrote  letters  ex- 
pressing deep  sympathy  with  the  movement,  and  their  love  of 
that  spot  which  it  was  their  privilege  to  call  "home." 

It  is  impossible  to  print  all  of  these  letters,  and  yet  it  would 
be  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  do  so,  for  one  and  all  breathe 
a  spirit  of  devotion  to  the  native  heath  and  to  the  delightful 
associations  that  surround  it.  Extracts  of  some  of  the  epistles 
are  given  below,  together  with  the  names  of  all  who  ac- 
knowledged the  invitations. 

Rear  Admiral  John  J.  Almy,  United  States  Navy,  wrote  an 
interesting  letter  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

"  As  a  native  of  Newport — of  which  I  have  always  felt  proud — 
it  would  afford  me  much  pleasure  and  happiness  to  be  among  and 
mingle  with  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  that  noble  '  City-by-the-Sea,' 
famous  for  his.torical  incidents  and  associations,  and  noted  for  the 
highest  order  of  natural  beauties  and  attractions  which  surround  it ; 
and  from  time  immemorial  has  ever  commanded  the  admiration  of 
all  foreign  and  native  tourists.  In  speaking  of  Newport,  and  one's 
native  soil,  I  am  reminded  of  an  incident  which  occurred  fifty  years 
ago,  when  I  was  a  midshipman,  cruising  on  the  coast  of  South 
America.  The  Hon.  William  Hunter,  a  distinguished  and  honored 
son  of  Newport,  was  at  that  time  United  States  Minister  to  Brazil. 
Whenever  we  went  into  Rio  Janeiro  I  always  visited  him  in  the  most 
friendly  and  sociable  manner.  Outside  of  his  family  I  was  the  only 
Rhode  Islander  in  tliat  part  of  the  world.  He  would  say  :  'Come 
here,  young  man,  sit  down  by  me  and  let  us  talk  about  Rhode  Island 
and  Newport,'  and  then  further  remarked,  '  I  love  R-R-R-Rhode 
Island  (rolling  the  r,  as  was  his  wont),  and  I  love  dear  old  New- 
port.' Though  five  thousand  miles  distant,  his  mind  and  his  thoughts 
dwelt  most  affectionately  upon  his  native  town  and  State,  and  I  must 
say  that  his  sentiments  and  the  manner  of  expressing  them  tended  to 
quicken  and  increase  my  admiration  for  the  City  whose  sons  and 
daughters  will  honor  themselves  while  meeting  together  to  honor  the 
place  of  their  nativity. 
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Mr.  George  S.  Coe,  of  New  York,  in  replving,  wrott-:  — 
-It  would  -ivc  me  cr.eat  pleasure  to  accept  the  part^ou  have  s„ 
kindly  assigned  me,  but  at  the  moment  1  am  en-rossed'  with  duties 
which  may  prevent  my  attending.  W  I  can  he  there,  I  will  cMue  tu 
join  the  as.seml)la<rc  amono-  the  grateful  and  h.yal  sons,  hut  you  can- 
not  count  upon  me  to  enoracre  in  a  place  of  honor." 

Rev.  William  C.  Leverett's  pleasant  lettc-r.  written  fr..ni 
Carlisle,  Pa.,  contained  the  followimr .- — 

"Allow  me  to  jrive  you  my  very  hesl  wislics  for  the  successful 
issue  of  your  plans  for  this  connnemoration.  1  trust  that  the  Re- 
Unicm  may  hrhv^  toj^^ether  the  Sons  and  I)au<,dUers  of  -dear  ol.l 
Newport' from  far  and  near,  and  many  others  who,  like  invself, 
retain  cherisheil  associations  and  pleasant  memories  of  residence 
there.  And  all  will  rejoice  in  the  jrnnvth,  improvement  an<i 
prosperity  of  your  beautiful  Cit\-bv-the-Sea." 

Mr,  Benjamin  D.  Silliman,  of  New  York,  was  unable  to 
be  present,  but  in  declining  said  : — 

••^'ou^  invitation  reminds  me  of  the  tact  that  inv  fither  delivered 
the  4th  of  July  oration  at  Newport.  I  think  in  1S03  —  eij,dilv-one 
years  ago.  I  am  very  proud  of  my  birth-place  and  of  its  Sons  and 
Daughters,  and  it  would  give  me  special  pleasure  to  take  the  part  so 
kindly  tendered  me.  but  T  nnist  forego  it.  as  it  will  be  impossible  for 
me  to  be  present  on  the  occasion.  I  grieve  to  inform  \(>u  of  the 
death,  on  tlie  30th  of  May,  of  my  brother,  Augustus  E.  Silliman.  than 
whom  Xewjjorl  had  no  worthier  oi-  moic  loNal  son." 

Mr.  Peter  J.  Turner,  of  Indianapolis,  wrote  as  follows: — 
''Until  this  hour  1  have  hojjed  to  awiil  myself  of  your  invitation 
and  join  old  friends  and  townsmen  on  so  happ\-  an  occasi<in.  I  now 
ifud  it  impossible  to  leave,  and  nuist  express  the  deepest  regret  not  to 
meet  Scnis  and  Daughters  of  the  treasured  home  of  in\  happ\  child- 
hood and  youth.      Blessings  on  her  and  them." 

Mr.  George  T.  Hammond,  of  Commack,  N.  Y.,  wrote: — 
"•I  trust  all  who  were  present  at  the  first  Re-Union  w  ill  make  an 
eftbrt  to  once  more  visit  the  shrine  of  their  nati\  ity.  It  is  true  our 
ranks  have  been  thinned  bv  death,  but  with  all  honor  to  th<»se  who 
have  'gone  before,'  let  us  till  them  up.  remembering  that  the  l>attle 
of  life  is  still  going  on,  and  this  will,  in  all  probability,  be  the  last  oc- 
casion when  we,  who  met  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  can  meet  again 
in  Newport  in  a  general  Re-Union." 
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Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wanton  Wickham  Baker,  of  Middleport, 
N.  Y.,  wrote  the  following  : — 

••Your  communication  reached  me  last  evening,  and  brings  many 
happy  and  hallowed  memories.  I  will  pass  the  day  in  recalling 
memories  of  the  venerated  dead,  and  memories  of  Newport.  I  am 
now  over  eighty  }  ears  of  age,  and  am  more  proud  of  my  New  Eng- 
land descent  from  the  Saltonstalls,  Winthrops  and  Wantons  than  if  I 
were  the  descendant  of  an  English  Earl." 

Mr.  Isaac  Lawrence,  writing  from  New  York,  expressed 
the  pleasure  he  felt  in  being  numbered  amongst  those  Sons 
and  Daughters  to  whom  an  invitation  to  the  Re-Union  exer- 
cises had  been  extended.     In  conclusion  he  said  : — 

"  During  die  past  six  months  I  have  visited  most  of  Canada  and 
the  United  States,  but  nowhere  have  I  seen  so  chaming  a  place  as 
Newport." 

Rev.  M.  J.  Talbot,  of  Providence,  wrote  an  interesting 
letter,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: — 

'•A  procession  passes  before  me,  of  honored  men  and  excellent 
women,  who  have,  since  the  time  of  my  residence  in  Newport, 
passed  on  to  the  unseen.  The  control  of  public  atlairs  has  passed 
into  the  hands  of  new  and  younger  men,  who  evidently  lack 
nothing  in  determination  and  enterprise  in  maintaining  the  honor  and 
enhancing  the  beauty  of  the  municipality  established  by  their 
predecessors.  Tlie  real  prosperity  of  Newport  will  always  be  a 
matter  of  gratification  to  all  who  have  enioyed  the  privilege  of 
being  her  cidzens,  even  if  not  her  Sons.  Though  not  myself  a 
'Son  of  Newport,'  I  gaye  to  that  City  a  son,  now  resident  in  the 
far  West." 

Mr.  Thomas  Vernon,  of  Providence,  in  accepting  the  invi- 
tation, added  : — 

'•Newport  has  a  history  which  may  well  elicit  the  pride  and 
affection  of  her  sons  ;  and  the  Re-Union  will  have  the  effect  of  inten- 
sifying the  loyalty  of  her  Sons  and  Daughters." 

Mr.  William  G.  Turner,  writing  from  sunny  Italy,  said  : — 
"I  long  to  see  my  native  town  ;  and,  as  well  as  the  old  and  cherished, 
a  new  generation  which  has  developed  with  the  material  growth 
of  the  place  during  my  fourteen  years  of  voluntary  exile.  I  must 
forego  the  pleasure,  howe\er,  because  my  present  interest  for  home 
binds  me  here  more  than  ever  until  next  Spring." 
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Hon.  August  Belmont,  of  New  York,  in  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  an  invitation,  wrote  : — 

'•  Thouj^h  my  family  and  I  have  made  Newport  our  Summer 
home  for  the  last  25  years,  only  one  of  my  eliildreii,  mv  \ounj;esi 
son.  Raymond  Rodgers  Belmont,  can  claim  to  be  a  son  of  Ne\v])oi  t, 
he  being  born  at  my  place  '  Bythesea.'  We  will  take  great  pleasure, 
however,  in  complying  with  your  in\  italion." 

Rev.  William  H.  Fish,  of  South  Scituate,  Mass.,  sent  an 
exceedingly  interesting  note,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : — 

■•  I  am  a  Newport  boy  of  1812.  and  can  just  rememl)er  tlie  •  Sep- 
tember gale,'  the  removing  of  the  old  trees  ot"  the  'MaH"  and  the 
setting  out  of  the  new  ones  :  alsD  the  l)randing  of  the  counterleiter — 
Ruggs.  was  it? — who  stood  in  tlie  pillor\  an  hour  and  then  received 
the  red  hot  iron  hissing  to  ids  teetli  almost.  I  think.  So  it  is  (piite 
an  old  Xew  port  that  I  know  :  and  most  intimateK  tlie  pupils  ^A 
l)right,  good  old  'Johnny  Rodman's'  school.  Tlie  cliiei'  and  promi- 
nent men  of  that  time  I  ha\e  a  distinct  remembrance  '■^\." 

Hon.  Bernard  Gilpin,  of  Annapolis  Roval.  wrote-  very 
interestingly  as  follows  : — 

'•  vSir — 1  beg  to  thank  v(ni  for  sour  kind  iii\  italion.  and.  though  old 
age  prevents  me  from  being  present  in  l)od\ ,  vet  in  mind  I  shall  cer- 
tainlv  be  present  amongst  the  old  .scenes  and  mild  skies  ol' my  native 
land,  wrowiii'''  dear  as  life  advances  and  ai/e  overshadows  me.  .Mv 
earliest  impressicjns,  and.  indeed,  the  oiil\'  ones,  ot  shots  lired  in 
anger  were  there  made.  The  -Xinirod.' sloop-ot'-war.  one  ol  Hardy's 
(that  Hardy  who  afterwards  kissed  the  dying  Xel.son,)  cruisers,  who 
held  the  blockade  of  Xew  \'ork,  held  Xew])ort  \ery  tightly  under 
her  guns;  e\er\  line  day  being  seen  from  the  beach,  as  she  was  so 
closely  in  that  the  lace  upon  her  officers'  uniforms,  the  boatswains' 
whistle  and  the  light  airs  from  her  band  scaled  the  lisliermen  from 
their  toil.  She  pounced  upon  an  unluckx  molasses  drogger  from  the 
West  Indies,  which,  to  escape  her  pursuer,  shoaled  her  water. 
runnin<r  into  the  shallow^  water  of  the  beach.  The  'Ximrod'  backing 
her  topsails  came  into  stays,  sending  in  her  boats  to  l)urn  her.  This 
made  a  great  excitement  in  town  ;  the  Artillery  Company  marche«l 
their  beautiful  brass  guns.  (I  hope  they  have  them  yet.)  and  placed 
them  in  a  battery  on  the  back  of  the  beach  amongst  the  san<l  hills, 
firing  upon  the  boats.  This  drew  the  lire  of  the  -Ximrod'  upon 
them  over  the  heads  of  her  boats,  and  things  were  lively  for  a  lime. 
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As  a  child,  held  in  my  nurse's  arms  at  the  window,  I  remember  the 
crowds  of  men  running  towards  the  beach,  a  wild  figure  on  horse- 
back now  and  again  galloping  with  them,  and  at  short  intervals  came 
a  bang,  rattling  the  window  sashes — the  'Nimrod's'  heavy  guns.  A 
life  or  two  was  lost,  and  at  low  tide  the  burnt  drogger  was  towed 
into  the  harbor,  when  even  the  Yankee  boys  were  delighted  with 
the  candy  dropping  from  her  burnt  ribs.  I  fear  I  have  trespassed  on 
your  23atience  with  my  long  scrawl,  scarcely  legible,  and,  with  the 
hope  that  some  contemporary  may  be  alive  to  remember  the  scene, 

I  remain  yours, 

Bernard  Gilpin. 

Mrs.  Abby  Preufert,  of  Providence,  was  unable  to  be 
present,  but  wrote  : — 

"Although  aged  in  years,  I  feel  the  keen  disappointment  of  youth- 
ful days  as  I  write  these  lines.  Very  few  present  will  have  earlier 
or  pleasanter  recollections  of  that  attractive  isle  than  myself.  Twenty- 
five  years  ago  I  was  with  you,  and  it  was  one  of  the  happiest  days 
of  my  life." 

Mrs.  D.  C.  Ayres,  in  writing  from  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  said  : — 

"A  recent  visit  there  only  strengthened  the  ties  and  clasped  the 
links  which  held,  me.  Although  sixteen  hundred  miles  of  mountain 
and  of  prairie  are  between  us,  I  shall  be  with  you  on  the  Fourth  in 
mind  and  thought,  and  join  lovingly  in  all  of  praise  and  loving  hom- 
age which  shall  be  paid  to  our  home  City.  Qiieen  of  Beauty  on 
land,  and  grandeur  of  ocean  wave,  long  may  she  reign  as  America's 
loveliest  city." 

Mr.  James  G.  Cozzens,  of  Chicago,  a  son  of  the  late  Gov- 
ernor W.  C.  Cozzens,  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"Nothing,  I  assure  you,  would  afibrd  me  more  pleasure  than  to  be 
present.  I  well  remember  the  one  held  twenty-five  years  ago,  in 
which  I  took  so  much  interest  and  enjoyment.  I  firmly  believe  in 
the  value  of  such  meetings,  and  no  one  can  hold  more  dear  than  I 
do  the  memories  of  all  those  charming  spots  of  interest  on  that  most 
beautiful  of  all  islands — Aquidneck." 

Rear  Admiral  William  Rogers  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  in 
sending  regrets  at  being  unable  to  be  present,  added  :— 

"I  beg  you  to  believe  that  no  one  has  a  more  aflectionate  remem- 
brance of  his  birthplace  than  I  hfive,  or  who  feels  a  wjirmer  interest 
in  its  welfare  than  myself," 
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Mrs.  William  C.  Folger,  of  Nantucket,  wrote  :— 
"Although  many  years  of  my  life  have  been  passed  away  fn.m  luy 
birthplace,  yet  '  her  historical  memories,  her  tender  family  associa'- 
tions  and  the  charms  which  Nature  has  so  lavishly  bestowed.'  :iie 
to-day  as  dear  to  me  as  ever,  and  I  am  proud  in  claiming  to  be  a 
daughter  of  a  city  so  renowned.  I  sliall  always  remai?)  a  loyal 
daughter  of  Old  Newport." 

Mr.  P.  S.  Chase,  of  Providence,  informed  the  Committee 
that :  — 

"  Being  a  son  of  Newport,  by  brevet,  so  to  speak,  having  marrie.l 
one  of  her  daughters,  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  accompanying 
Mrs.  Chase  to  the  exercises  of  the  dav." 

Mrs.  S.  M.  Shipman,  of  Deep  River,  Conn.,  said: 

^*  I  lo\e  the  dear  old  City  where  memory  has  ever  lovinglv  lingered 
as  in  no  other  home  that  I  have  ever  known." 

Mr.  Edward  P.  Peckham,  of  San  Francisco,  wrote  :— 

"  I  cannot  be  with  you  in  person,  but  in  spirit  I  will  he-.     May  God 

bless  you  all,  and  give  you  health  and  strength  to  enjov  the  festivities 

of  the  day." 

Mr.    Henry    T.    Ireys,    of    Greenville,    Miss.,    wrote    as 

follows  :  — 

'•Though  a  citizen  of  another  State,  first  by  interest  and  now  by 
family  ties,  yet  I  fondly  linger  in  memory  around  mv  earlv  liome, 
my  youthful  days  and  the  sad,  yet  pleasing  memories  of  the  past. 
No  time,  no  change  of  location  or  incidents  of  life  can  sever  us  from 
our  birthplace  ;  no  curtain  of  forgetfulness  ever  descends  between 
the  cradle  and  the  grave;  and  old  Newport,  its  surroundings  and 
well-remembered  faces,  are  as  dear  to  me  now  ,  tliough  absent,  as 
they  were  in  the  spring-time  of  life." 

Interesting  communications  were  also  received  from  W.  L. 
Northam,  W.  J.  Coddington,  H.  B.  Lawton,  J.  L.  ifager- 
man  and  Rev.  C.  H.  Malcom,  of  New  York  ;  W.  II.  liryer, 
Mrs.  E.  Kenney,  Mrs.  S.  II.  Brownell,  G.].  Gibson,  \\\  II. 
Scott,  G.  S.  Barnford,  Miss  S.  Spooner,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Black, 
Mrs.  A.  Whitney,  J.  H.  Cottrell,  J.  G.  Keith,  J.  W.  Gale, 
C.  C.  Ellery,  H.  H.  Satlbrd,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Cogswell,  Mi.s.sM. 
G.  Cogswell,  Miss  M.  S.  Kenney,  II.  O.  T.  Cameron,  Mrs. 
W.  B.  Pejrce,  C.  E.  Hubbard,  /.  E.  Ash,  Rev.  Alfred  Man- 
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Chester,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Carr,  and  S.  H.  Wales,  of  Provi- 
dence; J.  II.  Dougherty,  Grace  A.  Lewis,  and  Mrs.  Ray 
Spink,  of  Boston;  Mrs.  E.  Wilcox,  J.  H.  Boone  and  I.  B. 
Brightman,  of  Fall  River;  J.  J.  Taylor,  of  Stamford,  Conn.  ; 
T.  H.  Clarke,  of  Jamestown,  R.  I.;  J.  E.  Parmenter,  of 
Lamar,  Kansas;  J.  H.  Peckham,  and  S.  G.  Wood,  of  North 
Attleboro',  Mass.  ;  E.  T.  Allan,  Jr.,  of  Leech  Lake,  Minn.  ; 
T.  S.  Brownell,  of  Warren,  R.  L  ;  T.  R.  Miles,  of  Ware- 
ham,  Mass.  ;  A.  B.  Chadsey,  W.  E.  Holloway,  and  L.  A. 
Richards,  of  Wickford,  R.  L  ;  Clara  E.  Dennis,  and  Sarah 
A.  Greene,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  L  ;  Mrs.  A.  H.  Ailing,  and 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Parkhurst,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  ;  E.  A.  Bush, 
of  Adirondack,  N.  Y.  ;  C.  J.  Card,  of  Block  Island,  R.  I.  ; 
J.  Simpson,  of  San  Antonio,  Texas;  W.  D.  Tew,  of.  Taun- 
ton, Mass.  ;  V.  S.  Ireys,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.  ;  Annie  E. 
Gitlbrd,  of  Charles  River  ;  Mrs.  B.  Ellis,  of  East  Greenwich, 
R.  I.  ;  C.  W.  Turner,  of  Middleboro',  Mass.  ;  W.  S.  Sim- 
mons, of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  ;  J.  W.  Vose,  of  Jacksonville, 
Fla.  ;  S.  Hilton,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  ;  J.  E.  Lyon,  of 
Salem,  Mass.  ;  O.  H.  Perry,  of  Newton,  N.  Y.  ;  O.  fitlany, 
of  Baltimore,  Md.  ;  F.  A.  Dougherty,  of  Nyack-on-the- 
Hudson,  N.  Y.  ;  W.J.  Turner,  of  Fort  Coeur  d'Alene,  Idaho  ; 
Rev.  F.  Upham,  of  Fairhaven,  Mass.  ;  R.  C.  Topham  and 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Gabriel,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  ;  E.  B.  de  Muro, 
of  Tompkinsville,  Fla.  ;  Mrs.  E.  V.  Blake,  of  Jackson,  N. 
H.  ;  O.  H.  Geffi-oy,  of  Philadelphia,  and  J.  Scott,  of  Mani- 
tou.  Col. 

Some  very  touching  facts  were  developed  through  the  labors 
of  the  Correspondence  Committee,  and  they  serve  to  show 
how  impossible  it  is  to  destroy  the  love  some  people  have  for  the 
spots  where  they  chanced  to  first  see  the  light  of  da}^  They 
never  cease  to  love  the  old  home  ;  they  embrace  every  oppor- 
tunity that  arises  to  converse  about  it,  and  they  long  for  the 
time  when  circumstances  will  permit  of  their  returning  to 
their  birthplace,  in  order  that  their  last  days  may  be  passed 
amid  the  surroundings  of  their  youth.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  long  absence  from  their  birthplace,  the    demands   of 
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business  and  family  cares,  cause  others  who  are  not  endowed 
with  a  super-abundance  of  sentiment,  to  for<rct,  in  a  <M-eal 
measure,  their  former  homes,  and  new  associations,  fornu-d  in 
the  towns  and  States  aiul  countries  of  their  adoption,  help 
them  to  lose  sight  of  those  that  once  gave  them  pleasure. 
How  much  one  Daughter  of  Newport  loved  her  old  home- 
may  be  judged  from  the  following  touching  incident,  which 
was  made  known  to  the  Committee  by  one  who  was  thorou'rhh' 
acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  attending  it. 

About  a   half  century  ago,  a  bright,  lovely  girl,   who  had 
been  born  in  Newport  some  twenty  years  previously,  left  her 
home  here  to  reside  with  near  and  dear  relatives  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  Massachusetts.      Her  tarry  in  the  Bav  State  was 
of  comparatively  brief  duration,  for  her  beautit'ul  face,  and 
far  more  beautiful  character  soon  made  themselves  t'elt  in  the 
breast  of  a  3'oung  gentleman  who  in  a  short  time  made  her 
his  wife  and  took  her  to  his  home  on  the  eastern  borders  of 
New  York  State.     For  over  twenty-Hve  years  they  passed  a 
happy  existence,  and  then  the  husband  died,  leaving  a  widow 
whose  mourning  for  the  departed  one  extended  over  almost 
as  long  a  period  as  their  married  life  had.     During  the  early 
part  of  June  of  the  present  year,  this  lady,  who  then  had 
reached  the  allotted  term    of  human  existence — three  score 
years  and  ten — heard,  while  suflering  from  a  serious  illness, 
of  the  proposed  Re-Union    of  the  Sons    and    Daughters   of 
Newport.       From    the    moment    when    the    first    information 
regarding  the  intended  celebration  reached  her,  there  was  no 
theme    upon    which    she    conversed    with    greater    interest. 
She  wondered,   and  wondered,  not  once  or  twice,  but  scores 
upon  scores  of  limes,  whether  her  friends  in   Newport  would 
see  to  it  that  she  was  not  lost  sight  of  in  the  matter  of  send- 
iuL^   invitations   to   the  absent  ones.      As  her  illness  became 
more  serious,  the  desire  of  the  aged  one  to  be  remembered  in 
connection  with  the   Re-Union  increased  also,  until,  fnially, 
there  appeared  to  be  nothing  that  would  bring  absolute  peace 
and  comlbrt  save  the  visit  of  the  postman  who  should  be  the 
bearer  of  the  much  craved  letter.     Days  passed  however  and 
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the  missive  came  not.      Her  children,  grown  to  the  estate  of 
manhood    and    womanhood,  surrounded    and   cared  for  her 
— as  solicitous  tor   her  comfort  during  the  vigils  of  the  night 
as  they  were  during  the  watches  of  the  day.     Yet  one  thing 
was  lacking  to  complete  the  earthly  happiness  of  their  loved 
one,  for,  having  led  a  Christian  life,  the  dying  parent  was 
assured    of  a    glorious    hereafter.     With   a   clear   mind,  yet 
wasted    form,  she    calmly  awaited  the  summons    for  her  to 
cross  the  Dark  River.     The    result    of  that    would    be    her 
greatest  joy,  but    it    was    ordained  that    ere    she    should    be 
called  upon  to  partake  of  the   fruits   of  a  blessed   life,  her 
extraordinary  and  particular  longing  for  a  something  to  occur 
was  to  be  gratified.     One  day,  towards  the  latter  part  of  June, 
when  that  region  was  resplendent  with  the  glories  of  nature, 
a  letter  carrier  left  at  the  pretty  little  residence  of  our  dying 
friend  the  long  looked-for,  much  wished  for  missive.     If  the 
children  were  happy  that  their    mother   was    gratified,  how 
much  more  so  was  she  whose  life's  spark  was  so  soon  to  go 
out  forever?     Ere  the  letter  was  handed  to  her,  she  knew  it 
had  come,  for  the  countenances  of  those  who  surrounded  her 
bedside  indicated  the    fact.     With  her  enfeebled  hands  she 
broke  the  seal  and  made  an  effort  to  read  the  contents  ;  but 
nature  was  too  exhausted,  and  that  privilege  was  denied  her. 
She  listened  eagerly,  however,  to  every  word  and  syllable, 
and  when  the  reading  was  completed  she  uttered  a  fervent 
"Thank  God,  I  was  not  forgotten  !"     Then  she  asked  for  the 
document  to  be  given  to  her,  and  several  times  during  the 
day  caused   it  to   be   re-read.     Soon   after  daybreak  on  the 
following  morning  the    spirit  of  this  Daughter  of  Newport, 
whose  wan  right  hand  still  grasped  the  Re-Union  invitation, 
fled  to  its  Maker. 


•  CHAPTER  IV. 

A    RETROSPKCTIVE    GLANCE. 

In  looking  over  the  years  that  have  passed  since  the  Re- 
Union  ot"  1859,  ^^^  ^^*^^  many  changes,  changes  that  indicate 
great  prosperity  and  mark  the  steady  and  unilbrm  growth  of  the 
Citv.  Commerce  we  have  little  or  none,  and  our  manufac- 
tures have  nearly  or  quite  died  out,  but  we  have  not  come  to 
a  stand.  The  energies  of  the  people  have  been  turned  into 
new  channels,  and  the  many  find  employment  in  providing 
for  the  hundreds  and  thousands  who  annually  flock  to  the 
seaside.  In  1859  ^'^^  taxable  property  of  Newport  was  val- 
ued at  $10,484,400  ;  to-day  it  is  set  down  at  $27,543,600,  and 
the  savings  banks  are  oppressed  by  the  amount  of  their  de- 
posits. Sections  of  the  City  that  were  then  only  field  land, 
are  now  laid  out  and  built  over — not  wholly  for  summer  resi- 
dences, but  with  homes  in  great  part  for  a  well-to-do  popula- 
tion ;  as  witness  the  upper  part  of  Broadway  and  the  streets 
that  radiate  from  that  great  thoroughfare. 

The  efforts  to  make  Newport  a  manufacturing  place  have 
signally  failed.  Twenty-five  years  ago  many  mill  hands  here 
found  employment,  but  in  i860  the  Coddington  factory, 
which  turned  out  50,000  yards  of  print  cloth  per  week,  was 
destroyed  bv  fire.  Then  came  the  destruction  of  the  woolen 
mill  by  the  same  element,  which  liad  often  injured  it  before. 
The  Aquidneck  mill  was  partially  destroyed  by  fire,  but  was 
restored  and  again  put  in  working  order.  For  a  time  it  was 
run  after  that,  but  eventually  the  machinery  was  taken  out 
and  there  it  stands,  still  unoccupied.  The  Point  factory  was 
burnt,  the  lead  works  and  shot  tower  have  long  been  idle,  and 
the  Perry  mill,  built  in  1835,  is  the  only  one  running.  Tiie 
fine  building  put  up  on  Marlborough  street  for  the  Newport 
Manufacturing  Co.  is  now  owned  by  the  Newport  Water 
Works.  But  business  of  other  kinds  has  so  improved  as  to 
make  it  almost  imperative  that  at  no  distant  day  Thames  street 
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must  either  be  widened,  or  a  new  street,  along  the  water  front, 
be  provided  to  accommodate  the  traffic. 

The  changes  on  Thames  street  have  swept  away  many  old 
landmarks.       The  old   building  that  stood  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  Parade,  has  given  place  to  a  modern  building, 
with  stores  below.     The  Gould  building,  rejoicing  in  a  new 
front,  is  known  as  the  "  Beehive."     Barlow's  new  building, 
adjoining  it  on  the  south,  stands  on  what  was  the  Faisneau 
estate.      Who  of  the  old  residents  does  not  recall  the  little 
French  barber,  Pascal  E.  Faisneau?     He  came  to  this  coun- 
try as  valet  to  Count  Vernon,  and  having  left  the  employ  of 
the  Count,  here  opened  a  barber's  shop.     On  the  walls  of  his 
little  ten  by  fourteen  shop  there  was  a  print  of  the  steamboat 
Chancellor  Livingston  leaving  Newport  harbor,  which  always 
filled  my  eye  when,  a  little  shaver,  I  went  there  to  have  my 
hair  cut.     The  Chancellor  Livingston  made  her  first  trip  from 
New  York  to  Providence,  March  3d,  1828,  in  fifteen  hours  to 
Newport,  using  a  part  of  her  sails.     Arrangements  were  then 
being  made  to  have  a  daily  boat  on  the  line.     The  Fulton 
came  through  the  following  day  in  twenty  hours. 

Where  William  S.  Nichols  sold  sterling  silver  ware,  now 
stands  the  Bryer  Exchange,  and  Heath,  the  jeweler,  has  a 
modern  building  where  stood  the  old  Colonial  one  that  had 
many  owners  and  tenants.  The  old  Wanton  house  and  the 
Gibbs  mansion  (now  Covell's)  have  been  so  altered  as  to  be 
past  recognition.  The  Lopez  building  has  a  new  front,  the 
Gardner  building  takes  the  place  of  one  that  had  long  stood 
on  the  same  site,  and  the  Bateman  building  is  a  vast  improve- 
ment on  the  structure  that  once  stood  there. 

There  are  other  improvements  on  the  street  that  one  might 
mention.  The  street  itself  has  undergone  changes.  In  1859 
the  old  pavement,  many  of  the  cobble  stones  being  as  large 
as  buckets,  gave  place  to  a  new  pavement.  The  old  pave- 
ment was  supposed  to  date  from  1767,  when  a  fund  was  raised 
for  this  purpose  by  means  of  a  lottery.  The  cobble  stones 
gave  place  a  few  years  ago  to  asphalt  blocks. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  we  had  no  railroad  facilities.     We 
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can  hardly  realize  this  now.  There  were  boats  on  the  river, 
to  and  from  Providence,  and  a  line  to  New  York,  but  between 
Newport  and  Fall  River  only  a  stage  coach,  if  one  did  not 
wish  to  get  up  before  day  and  take  the  boat  that  stopped  here 
on  its  way  from  New  York.  There  was  much  opposition 
to  the  road  when  projected,  particularly  in  Massachusetts. 
But  a  half-mile  of  road  was  required  to  be  built  in  that  State, 
to  make  the  connection,  but  the  right  to  do  this  was  denied. 
Success  at  last  crowned  the  eflbrts  of  those  who  were  far- 
sighted  enough  to  see  how  great  a  benefit  it  would  be.  In 
1859  t^^^  measure  was  pushed  vigorously,  two  preliminary 
surveys  were  made,  one  on  the  east  and  the  other  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Island,  and  from  that  time  forward  the  matter  was 
not  allowed  to  drop  till  the  end  in  view  had  been  secured. 

Repeatedly  there  has  been  a  talk  of  a  horse  railroad  to  run 
through  certain  of  the  streets,  but  thus  far  the  call  has  met 
with  rebutis,  and  it  is  a  question  if  such  a  grant  can  be  ob- 
tained in  the  near  luture.  In  the  meantime  a  line  of  omni- 
buses has  been  running  between  the  Post  Office  and  a  point 
where  the  main  road  crosses  the  Middletown  line ;  while 
other  omnibuses,  in  summer,  run  with  more  or  less  regularity 
to  the  Beach  and  the  lower  end  of  Bellevue  avenue,  starting 
from  Washington  square,  the  Depot,  and  the  steamboat  land- 
ings. 

All  the  events  of  the  late  war  have  transpired  since  the  tirst 
Re-Union.  Many  who  are  still  living  will  recall  the  day  when 
news  of  the  first  overt  act  reached  Newport,  the  immediate 
call  for  troops,  and  the  quick  response  of  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany. All  business  was  suspended,  and  the  ranks  of  the 
Company  were  at  once  more  than  filled.  One  hundred  men 
were  required,  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  answered  to  the 
roll  call.  Then  came  the  signal  to  depart.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  leading  citizens  headed  the  line,  four  abreast. 
After  them  came  seventy  retired  members  of  the  Company. 
This  was  the  escort.  The  civic  procession  was  led  by  Mavor 
Cranston,  supported  by  Rev.  Drs.  Thayer,  Jackson  and  Ad- 
lam,  while  the  streets  were  lined  with  citizens.     On  the  wharf, 
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where  a  hollow  square  had  been  formed,  there  was  an  ad- 
dress from  the  Mayor,  and  one  from  Charles  C.  Van  Zandt, 
followed  by  prayer  by  Drs.  Thayer  and  Jackson.  How  many 
of  the  citizens  who  were  present  on  that  day  have  passed 
away  !  how  well  the  Company  behaved,  how  firm  in  action, 
how  ready  to  shed  their  blood  in  the  cause — all  this  has  been 
recorded.  The  memory  of  those  who  fell  is  still  revered,  and 
from  year  to  year  their  graves  are  visited  by  their  surviving 
comrades. 

During  the  war  Goat  Island  and  Fort  Wolcott  were  used 
by  the  Navy  Department  for  the  Naval  Academy,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Atlantic  House.  When  peace  was  declared  and 
there  was  a  talk  of  sending  the  Academy  back  to  Annapolis, 
the  City  offered  to  give  Coaster's  Harbor  Island  to  the  Gov- 
ernment if  it  would  plant  the  Academy  there  ;  an  offer  that 
was  declined,  for  it  was  thought  best  that  it  should  occupy  its 
old  quarters  in  Maryland.  A  few  years  later  the  Navy  De- 
partment established  a  school  on  Goat  Island,  for  instruction 
in  torpedo  practice.  To  this  end  work  shops,  store  houses, 
and  laboratories  were  provided,  and  the  island  has  been  dot- 
ted with  cottages  for  the  use  of  the  instructors.  The  officer 
in  charge  has  his  quarters  in  what  was  the  old  barracks  of 
Fort  Wolcott,  which  were  made  into  a  commodious  and 
pleasant  residence.  A  steam  launch  plies  between  the  City 
and  the  Station. 

Less  than  twenty-five  years  ago  the  City  had  no  water  sup- 
ply, other  than  wells  and  cisterns.  The  call  for  a  better  sup- 
ply was  a  vain  one,  for  no  one  seemed  to  know  how  we  could 
get  it  short  of  a  heavy  outlay.  At  length  Mr.  George  H. 
Norman  offered  to  put  down  mains  and  furnish  the  City  with 
water  if  the  City  in  return  would  give  him  a  certain  franchise: 
The  offer  was  accepted,  the  pipes  were  put  down  as  agreed, 
a  reservoir  and  pumping  house  were  provided,  a  portion  ot 
Easton's  pond  was  diked  to  raise  its  level,  and  since  then  the 
City  has  had  the  benetit  of  an  uninterrupted  supply  of  water. 
Another  basin,  deeper  if  not  larger,  has  been  provided  by  the 
Company  at  the  Hanging  Rocks,  and  from  that  source  we 
shall  get  a  still  more  abundant  supply. 
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With  water  ad  libitum  there  should  be  a  lull  and  perfect 
system  of  sewers  ;  but  this  end  has  yet  to  be  attained  ;  in  the 
meantime  sewers  have  been  put  down  in  various  directions, 
and  a  main  outlet,  to  take  the  waste  of  the  Cityj  across  the 
harbor,  under  Goat  Island  and  out  to  the  Channel,  has  been 
started.  Whoever  writes  the  histor}'  of  the  next  Re-Union 
may  be  able  to  tell  of  the  completion  of  this  work. 

The  Newport  Gas  Light  Company  has  extended  its  mains 
from  time  to  time,  and  now  quite  out  on  the  confines  of  the 
City,  as  well  as  in  the  more  compact  part,  the  streets  are 
lighted.  The  old  gasometer,  which,  when  put  in  was 
thought  to  be  quite  large  enough  to  meet  the  demands  upon 
it  for  many  years  to  come,  has  been  supplemented  by  another, 
a  new,  gasometer,  and  the  enterprising  Company  have  put 
up  a  fine  building  on  Thames  Street,  affording  ample  room 
for  its  own  works,  and  offices  and  stores  to  rent  for  business 
purposes.  Nor  are  we  wholly  dependent  on  the  Gas  Light 
Company  for  street  lighting,  many  of  the  thoroughfares  and 
public  squares  being  made  brilliant  at  night  by  the  electric 
light,  the  use  of  which  for  this  purpose  will  probably  be 
continued. 

In  the  Gas  Light  Company's  building  is  located  the  office 
of  the  Telephone  Exchange.  Newport  was  quick  to  avail 
itself  of  the  advantages  offered  by  the  telephone,  and  probably 
no  place  of  its  size  has  employed  it  to  a  greater  extent ;  the 
wires  of  the  Company  now  run  in  all  directions,  and  a  tele- 
phone seems  to  be  as  essential  to  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  a  household  as  a  supply  of  illuminating  gas.  A  connec- 
tion has  also  been  made  with  Jamestown.  The  line  crosses 
the  Channel  at  Fort  Adams  and  the  Dumplings,  and  runs 
over  the  island.  What  would  the  inhabitants  of  Jamestown 
of  a  generation  ago  have  said  to  this?  In  their  day  there 
was,  at  times,  a  faint  agitation  of  a  more  speedy  and  reliable 
means  of  communication  with  this  City  than  was  afforded  by 
the  old  open  ferry  boats,  and  there  was  even  a  talk  of  cutting 
a  canal  across  the  island,  with  a  steamboat  to  run  between 
Narragansett  and  Newport,  via  this  cut,  but  no  one  seemed 
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sanguine  that  anything  would  come  of  it.  We  have  now, 
however,  a  reguhir  steam  communication  between  Newport 
and  Conanicut,  stopping  as  occasion  requires  at  Fort  Adams. 
This  has  been  ahke  advantageous  to  the  two  places.  For 
Jamestown  it  has  done  a  great  deal ;  streets  have  been  laid 
out,  hotels  and  cottages  have  been  built,  and  what  was  a 
lonely  place  has  become  a  growing  and  thriving  community. 
At  the  ferry  there  is  quite  a  village,  on  the  west  side  there  is 
the  nucleus  of  another  village,  and  at  the  north  end  of  the 
island  there  is  a  more  ambitious  movement;  a  settlement 
having  been  formed  there,  known  as  Conanicut  Park,  with 
its  hotel,  cottages,  landing  place  for  steamboats,  pleasant 
drives  and  bathing  ground.  It  is  now  a  popular  place  of 
resort,  and  many  facilities  are  atibrded  one  to  reach  it. 

Another  new  steamboat  connection  is  that  between  New- 
port and  Wickford,  the  advantages  of  which  were  so  apparent 
that  the  City  was  induced  to  take  stock  in  it  to  the  amount  of 
$50,000.  This,  with  the  building  of  the  Wickford  Railroad, 
it  all  being  one  thing,  opened  a  direct  communication  by  rail 
with  New  York,  and  it  is  now  the  mail  route  between  the 
two  cities. 

Other  new  steamboat  connections  are  a  line  between  New- 
port and  Narragansett  Pier,  exclusively  for  summer  travel, 
and  one  to  Block  Island. 

Great  changes  have  been  made  in  hotel  accommodation  in 
these  years.  The  Bellevue,  Fillmore  and  Atlantic  Houses 
have  all  been  swept  away,  but  the  Aquidneck  has  been  en- 
larged and  greatly  improved,  and  the  Ocean  House,  always 
a  favorite  with  the  travelling  public,  has  more  than  held  its 
oWn.  Then  there  is  the  Perry  House,  a  modern  hotel,  on 
Washington  Square,  and  the  United  States,  that  goes  back 
to  an  earlier  period.  Bits  of  the  Fillmore  and  the  Bellevue 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  form  of  boarding  houses  on  Catharine 
and  Brinley  Streets,  but  all  traces  of  the  Atlantic  have  dis- 
appeared. The  latter  had  a  number  of  proprietors,  none  of 
whom  were  successful ;  at  last  it  stood  empt}^  wanting  a 
tenant,  until  the  Naval  Academy  was  sent  here  during  the 
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war  and  there  for  a  time  found  a  resting  place.  When  the 
Government  gave  it  up  it  again  stood  empty,  till  at  last  it  was 
decided  to  take  it  down  and  turn  the  site  to  a  better  use. 
Where  the  house  stood  there  now  stands  a  beautiful  villa, 
'^  Park  Gate,'*  the  summer  residence  of  Seth  B.  Stitt,  Esti-, 
of  Philadelphia.  Just  below  it,  on  Pelham  Street,  where  the 
Derby  Cottage  stood,  there  has  been  erected  a  beaudful  and 
substantial  edifice,  built  of  stone  up  to  the  top  of  the  spire,  a 
memorial  of  Rev.  WilHam  Ellery  Channing,  D.  D.,  whose 
name  will  always  be  revered  and  cherished.  The  old  church 
on  Mill  Street,  that  was  long  occupied  by  the  Unitarian 
Society,  and  which  has  a  history  that  antidates  the  Revolu- 
tion, has  been  sold,  but  is  still  standing  on  the  old  site.  It 
was  in  this  church  that  Dr.  Hopkins  began  his  ministry  in 
Newport,  in  1755,  and  here  he  fulminated  those  strong  argu- 
ments against  slavery,  at  a  time  when  catching  slaves  was 
thought  to  be  a  worthy  calling. 

One  other  hotel,  that  of  the  Cliff  Cottage  Association, 
should  be  mentioned,  for  it  has  been  built,  with  its  neighbor- 
ing cottages,  within  the  period  of  which  I  am  writing. 

One  of  the  venerable  insdtutions  to  which  Newport  clings, 
is  the  Redwood  Library.  Only  the  year  before  the  first  Re- 
Union  it  had  been  gready  enlarged  and  improved,  and  this 
change  was  to  have  been  marked  by  some  formal  ceremony 
at  the  time  of  the  Re-Union  ;  but  the  illness  of  the  President, 
the  late  George  G.  King,  to  whom  the  duty  of  preparing  the 
address  was  assigned,  prevented.  It  was  thought  that  many 
years  would  elapse  before  addidonal  space  would  be  required 
for  books,  but  in  1875  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  add  mate- 
rially to  the  structure,  to  accommodate  the  greatly  increased 
number  of  volumes.  In  1859  ^^^  library  contained  9000  vol- 
umes, to-day  it  has  more  than  26,000  volumes.  The  friends 
of  the  library  have  been  many  and  liberal  during  these  twenty- 
five  years.  It  is  fairly  off  for  means  to  keep  up  with  a  mod- 
erate demand  for  new  books,  and  an  effort  is  now  being  made 
to  raise  a  permanent  fund  for  its  current  expenses.  It  was 
about  the  time  of  the  first  Re-Union  that  the  late  Benjamin  H. 
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Rhoades  was  appointed  librarian.  The  selection  was  a  happy 
one  and  during  the  years  that  he  held  the  office  for  which  he 
was  so  admirably  fitted,  he  was  a  most  efficient,  pains-taking 
and  devoted  custodian  of  the  property  placed  in  his  keeping. 
One  cannot  but  take  pleasure  in  speaking  of  the  People's 
Library,  and  of  its  founder  and  liberal  benefactor,  the  late 
Christopher  Townsend,  a  man  who  lived  to  do  good  and  im- 
prove the  condition  of  his  tellows.  Of  his  abundance  he  gave 
liberally  in  his  life  time.  He  not  only  gave  the  greater  part 
of  the  books  in  this  library,  but  within  the  time  of  w^hich  I  am 
writing  he  provided  the  means  for  its  support  after  he  was 
gone,  and  that  it  might  be  self  sustaining.  The  collection 
now  numbers  about  25,000  volumes,  and  every  respectable 
person  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  library,  without  cost  or 

charge. 

Newport  has  always  looked  carefully  after  the  education  of 
her  children,  and  in  these  later  years,  as  in  the  past,  it  has 
taxed  itself  heavily  to  give  them  good  schooling.  The  more 
important  of  the  school  houses  that  have  been  built  within 
the  past  twenty-five  years,  are  the  Point  school  house  and  the 
Potter  school  house,  the  Mill  Street,  the  Cranston  Avenue, 
and  the  Rogers  High  School.  The  foundation  of  this  school, 
which  is  located  in  a  beautiful  structure  on  Church  Street, 
was  the  gift  of  William  Sanford  Rogers,  who,  dying,  made  a 
liberal  bequest  for  the  education  of  the  youths  of  Newport  in 
the  higher  branches.  The  building  is  a  becoming  memorial 
of  this  good  man,  and  the  work  being  done  there  is  a  credit  to 
those  who  have  it  in  charge. 

St.  Mary's  Catholic  Society  has  also  a  very  fine  school 
house  built  of  granite  but  a  few  years  ago  and  in  the  rear  of 
and  adjoining  the  Church  grounds. 

At  the  time  of  the  first  Re-Union  many  persons  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  Jewish  Synagogue, 
which  was  then,  as  it  had  been  for  some  years  before,  only 
opened  in  compliance  with  the  wish  of  visitors  to  inspect  the 
interior  of  this  venerable  edifice  ;  but  it  is  now  pleasant  to 
know  that  the  Jewish    service   is    regularly  held   there    on 
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Fridays    and    Saturdays    by    a    resident  Rabbi,   Rev.   A.   P. 
Mendes,  wiio  has  made  Newport  his  place  of  abode. 

The  Historical  Society  has  of  late  become  the  owner  of  the 
old  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church,  on  Barne}-  Street,  and  has 
fitted  it  up  for  the  use  of  the  Society.  The  movement  was 
timely,  for  the  venerable  building,  erected  in  1729,  was  fast 
tailing  to  decay,  and  soon  it  would  have  been  past  restorin<>-. 
As  it  is,  the  leading  features  of  the  interior  have  been  pre- 
served— the  picturesque  pulpit  and  sounding  board,  the  tablets 
on  the  wall,  the  gallery,  and  the  tine  old  clock,  the  work  of 
Clagget — these  have  all  been  retained  and  will  be  kept  from 
further  harm.  Before  anything  was  done  to  the  building 
careful  measurements  and  drawings  of  ever}'  part  of  the 
interior  were  made  by  an  architect,  which  drawings  have 
been  given  to  the  Historical  Society  and  will  have  a  place 
on  the  walls.  Here  for  the  future  the  Societv  will  hold  its 
meetings. 

Strong  and  marked  is  the  contrast  between  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  to-day  and  of  five  and  twenty  years  ago.  It  took 
time  to  overcome  the  prejudice  against  steam  fire  engines,  and 
to  the  last  there  were  those  who  held  to  the  hand  engines 
and  the  old  leather  buckets  which  had  been  the  pride  and  care 
of  our  ancestors.  But  a  more  enlightened  spirit  prevailed,  and 
now  we  may  w^ell  be  proud  of  our  properly  organized  and 
well-equipped  department.  The  display  of  steamers,  hose- 
carts  and  trucks  in  the  procession  at  the  late  Re-Union  was 
every  way  creditable. 

For  generations  Coaster's  Harbor  Island  was  identified  with 
the  poor  of  Newport,  for  on  that  pleasing  Island  was  located 
the  Asylum.  But  the  time  came,  but  a  few  years  ago,  when 
it  was  thought  that  it  would  be  well  to  give  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  naval  training  school,  and  when  the  matter  was 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  voters  it  was  so  decided.  Hav- 
ing parted  with  the  Island  for  a  nominal  consideration,  the  City 
leased  an  estate  on  Broadway  with  the  right  to  purchase  it  at 
a  given  price,  fitted  it  up  for  the  use  of  the  Asylum,  and  there 
the  City's  poor  are  now  cared  for. 
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On  Bellevue  Avenue  what  changes  have  been  made  during 
these  twenty-five  years  ;  what  a  contrast  it  presents  to  those 
who  knew  it  less  than  a  generation  ago!  Whole  blocks  of 
buildings  have  been  erected,  chiefly  for  business  purposes,  and 
in  the  midst  of,  and  surrounded  by,  stores  filled  with  all  that 
can  attract  the  eye  and  gratify  the  taste,  there  stands  the 
Casino,  with  its  graceful  outline,  its  spacious  courts,  its  foun- 
tains, its  light  and  airy  galleries  and  its  crowds  of  pleasure 
seekers — a  busy,  moving  scene  that  never  lacks  for  interest 
or  numbers,  dav  or  evening,  during  the  season.  There  is  ten- 
nis on  the  lawn,  music  and  a  promenade  in  the  corridors,  and 
at  night  dancing,  or  some  special  attraction  in  the  little  theatre 
that  makes  a  part  of  this  delightful  place. 

And  what  changes  have  been  made  in  other  parts  of  the 
Avenue  and  the  streets  that  cross  it !  Narragansett  Avenue 
has  been  almost  built  up  in  that  time.  "  Oaklawn  "  was  there, 
and  so  were  Miss  Grey's  cottage  and  Miss  Callender's  house, 
then  owned  by  Edward  Ogden,  but  all  the  others  date  from 
a  period  short  of  the  first  Re-Union.  On  Ochre  Point  the 
Lawrence  house  stood  alone,  as  it  had  done  for  many  years, 
and  along  the  Cliff  there  was  only  here  and  there  a  cottage. 
The  places  now  so  beautiful  do  not  go  back  to  the  days  of  the 
Re-Union — "  Seaview,  "  "  Bythesea,  "  "  Snug  Harbor,"  and 
the  greater  number  of  other  well-known  bits  of  fairy  land,  have 
come  into  existence  as  by  the  touch  of  some  conjurer's  wand 
— a  marvel  of  green  sward,  beds  of  glowing  colors,  and  the 
foliage  of  deciduous  trees  with  palms  and  other  exotics.  What- 
ever is  beautiful  in  trees  and  plants  that  wealth  can  command 
has  within  a  score  or  so  of  years  been  brought  here  and 
planted  with  a  lavish  hand.  And  then  there  is  the  lovely 
drive  on  Ocean  Avenue,  a  continuation  of  Bellevue  Avenue, 
over  one  of  the  most  picturesque  parts  of  the  Island,  among 
rocky  hills,  along  pebbly  beaches  and  grassy  slopes,  every- 
where in  sight  of  the  ocean  and  revealing  at  every  turn  some 
new  and  interesting  feature.  Cottages  are  already  springing 
up  along  this  line,  and  the  day  is  probably  not  distant  when 
every  available  site  will  be  taken  up. 
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On  Touro  Park,  raised  upon  an  appropriate  pedestal,  there 
stands  a  bronze  statue,  of  heroic  size,  of  Commodore  M.  C. 
Perry,  erected  within  the  period  of  which  I  am  writing. 
Around  the  granite  pedestal  there  is  a  belt  of  bronze  casting 
in  high  relief,  divided  into  three  sections,  commemorative  of 
leading  events  in  the  life  of  Commodore  Perry.  They  are 
very  spirited  and  the  statue  itself  is  life  like  and  an  admirable 
likeness.  It  was  a  gift  to  the  City  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  August 
Belmont,    Mrs.    Belmont    being  a  daughter  of   Commodore 

Perry. 

At  the  next  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie,  a  line 
bronze  statue,  also  of  heroic  size,  of  Commodore  Oliver  II. 
Perry,  will  be  unveiled  with  imposing  ceremony.  The  statue, 
the  work  of  a  Newport  sculptor,  Mr.  William  G.  Turner, 
is  now  being  cast  in  Florence,  and  when  completed  will 
probably  be  placed  on  Washington  Square,  opposite  what  was 
once  the  Perry  mansion. 

Of  the  prominent  men  of  Newport  who  were  at  the  first  Re- 
Union  many  have  gone  to  their  resting  place.     There  was 
Rev.  Charles  T.  Brooks  ;  when  he  died  a  people  mourned. 
Of  the  older  physicians  we  have  lost  a  number— Dr.   David 
King,    who  was   so  earnest  in  his  support  of  the  Redwood 
Library  and  the  Historical  Society  ;   Doctors  Watson,  Turner 
and  Butler,  and  the  genial  Dr.  Dunn.     Gov.  Gibbs  helped  to 
make  the  Re-Union  a  success  ;  every  one  knows  that,  but  it  is 
not  generally  known  how  he  was  first  brought  into  notice. 
One  of  the  coldest  days  in  January,  1817,  he  was  on  iiis  way 
to  Providence,  on  board  the  packet  Maria,  Captain  Gardner, 
when  a  boy  belonging  to  the  vessel,  named  Thurston   15utts, 
fell  from  the  bowsprit,  the  sloop  sailing  at  the  time  at  the  rate 
of  eight  knots.     The  boy  could  not  swim  ;  young  Gibbs  saw 
it,  and  in  a  moment  jumped  for  him  and  kept  him  up  till  both 
were  rescued  in  an  exhausted  state.     Of  the  printers  who  have 
gone  in  this  time  there  was  James  Atkinson,  of  the  Herald  ol 
the  Times,  and  then  of  the  Advertiser,   and   his  son  Oliver, 
who  had  become  his  successor;  Frederick  A.  Pratt,  ol  the 
Mercury,  and  William  H.  Cranston,  a  tbrmer  editor  of  the 
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Daily  News,  and  Mayor  of  the  City  at  the  time  of  the  Re- 
Union.     Older  than  all  of  these  was  Oliver  Farnsworth,  who 
was  born   at   Woodstock,   Vt.,    came    to    Newport    in    1799, 
started  two  small  sheets,  one  after  the  other,  and  these  were 
followed  by  The  Guardian  of  Liberty,   1800,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  print  but  a  short  time.     WilHam  Simons,  who  began 
the  publication  of  the  Rhode  Island  Republican  in  1805,  prob- 
ably bought  the  press  of  Farnsworth,  who  that  year  returned 
to  Woodstock.     From  there  he  removed  to  Cincinnati,  where 
he  established  the  first  prindng  office  in  that  city.     Restless 
and  inclined  to  roving,  he  came  again  to  Newport,  in   1857, 
and  died  the  year  of  the  Re-Union,  at  the  age  of  84  years. 
Of  distino-uished  jurists  we  have  lost  J.  Prescott  Hall  and  Wm. 
Beach  Lawrence  ;  of  prominent  men  at  the  bar,  George  Tur- 
ner   and    Henry  Y.  Cranston,   and  I   have  only  to  mention    . 
Robert  B.  Cranston,  David  J.  Gould,  WilHam  C.   Cozzens, 
George  G.  King,  Robert  J.  Taylor  and  Duncan  C.   Pell,  to 
bring  them  and  others  equally  prominent  to  mind.     This  gen- 
eration must  pass  before  we  can  lose  sight  of  such  worth  as 
was  seen  in  Benjamin  B.  Howland   (who  faithfully  served  as 
City  Clerk  for  more  than  fifty  years),  Adam  S.  Coe,  Timothy 
Coggeshall,  Peleg  Clarke  and  John  T.   Bush.     Ceorge  G. 
King  was  President  of  the  Redwood  Library  at  the  time  of 
the  first  Re-Union,  and  of  the  eleven  directors  at  that  time 
but   three   are  now  living — William  P.  Sheffield,  Henry  E. 
Turner  and  George  C.  Mason.     Dr.  Turner  is  now  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  institudon,  and  Messrs.  Sheffield  and  Mason  are 
still  members  of  the  Board. 


CHAPTER  V 
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The  work  went  bravely  on,  but  it  was  not  until  the  twenty- 
third  dav  of  May  that  the  question,  as  to  whether  there  was 
to  be  a  re-union  or  not,  was  definitely  settled,  for  it  was  upon 
tliat  evenintj  a  motion  was  made  in  committee  to  the  efVect 
that,  all  things  considered,  it  was  inexpedient  to  proceed  with 
the  undertaking.  To  say  that  the  introduction  of  the  motion 
caused  some  surprise,  is  to  record  the  circumstance  in  hm- 
guage  that  does  not  properh'  describe  it.  The  Newport 
Dail}'  News  in  its  report,  the  following  day,  of  the  proceed- 
ings, informed  its  readers  that  the  meeting  was  of  "  a  rather 
exciting"  character.  Perhaps  this,  too,  does  somewhat  of  an 
injustice  to  the  doings  of  that  evening,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  if  the  reader  of  this  work  will  strike  a  happy  medium 
between  a  condition  of  things  best  illustrated  by  the  verb 
"  surprise,"  and  one  to  which  the  word  "  exciting"  would  do 
justice,  he  will  not  be  far  from  realizing  the  true  state  of 
affairs  on  the  occasion  in  question.  The  chief  argument  used 
by  those  who  desired  a  postponement  of  the  proposed  celebra- 
tion, was,  that  the  citizens  of  Newport  were  not  sufficiently 
aroused  in  the  matter,  in  fact,  that  the  feeling  throughout  the 
community  was  one  of  almost  entire  apathy.  It  was  further 
urged,  and  at  very  considerable  length,  that  the  time  for 
preparation  was  so  limited,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  full 
justice  to  the  enterprise.  Moreover  it  was  stated  tliat  the 
amount  of  money  required  being  so  very  large,  the  Commit- 
tee would  be  incurring  a  great  risk  if  they  proceeded  without 
reasonable  assurance  that  it  could  be  raised.  Had  the  mo- 
tion been  put  before  the  suggestion  was  made  for  a  recess, 
which  was  had,  it  is  more  tiian  likely  that  the  Re-Union 
would  never  have  been  brought  about,  or,   at  all  events,  it 
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would  not  have  been  on  such  a  large  scale.  But,  during  the 
recess,  several  hundred  dollars  were  raised  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  and,  when  the  meeting  was  once 
more  in  order,  this  fact  was  not  without  its  effect.  Still  the 
discussion  was  continued,  the  Chairman  urging  that  with  the 
improved  means  of  travel  there  was  every  opportunity  for 
those  who  were  disposed  to  attend  the  Re-Union  to  be  com- 
municated with,  and  then  an  abundance  of  time  remained  for 
them  to  make  preparations  for  their  respective  journeys. 
The  Secretary,  too,  declared  it  to  be  his  unqualified  opinion, 
"  that,"  to  quote  the  local  daily  paper,  "  all  the  funds  would 
be  raised,  that  all  the  bills  would  be  paid  promptly,  and  dol- 
lar for  dollar  honestly  met."  That  the  suggestion  of  the 
Chairman  was  well  founded  must  have  been  plainly  manifest 
to  every  person  who  chanced  to  be  in  this  City  on  the  last 
anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  ;  the  fact  that 
not  a  single  dollar  is  owing  on  account  of  Newport's  second 
Re-Union,  shows  conclusively  that  the  Secretary  was  right 
in  his  estimate  of  the  loyalty  of  the  people  to  respond  when 
called  upon  to  support,  with  their  means,  so  laudable  an  ob- 
ject. 

At  last  the  discussion  came  to  an  end  ;  it  had  continued  be- 
tween one  and  two  hours,  and  those  who  were  most  anx- 
ious for  the  success  of  the  Re-Union  awaited  the  result  with 
considerable  solicitude.  The  motion  was  put,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  for,  and  it  was  found  that  the  latter  pre- 
vailed. The  suggestion  for  a  postponement  was  not  agreed  to, 
and  the  way  was  open  for  preparing  for  the  great  event  with- 
out further  interruption.  But,  as  has  been  previously  stated, 
the  effect  of  the  discussion  was  a  good  one,  for  it  brought  the 
vast  majority  of  the  Committee  far  closer  together  on  the  sub- 
ject than  they  ever  had  been  before,  and  compelled  them,  if 
only  for  the  credit  of  the  City,  to  labor  more  industriously  for 
the  desired  end. 

Immediately  after  the  settlement  of  the  much  discussed 
question,  "  to  be,  or  not  to  be,"  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments made  a  very  elaborate  report  of  what  they  recommended 
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should  be  done  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  in  order  to  show 
that  the  general  committee  believed  that  this  sub-committee 
had  exercised  sound  judgment  and  discretion  in  their  conclu- 
sions, it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  every  important  suggestion 
made  by  them  was  unanimously  approved  by  the  larger  body, 
and  this,    notwithstanding  the   I'act  that  the  adoption  of  the 
report  carried  with  it  appropriations  amounting  to  thousands  of 
dollars.      The  report  stated  that  the  Committee  were  "of  the 
opinion  that  a  portion  of  the  programme  will  be  made  doubly 
successful  if  some  torpedoes  could  be  exploded  and  the  harbor 
lighted  with  the  electric  light  by  the  officials  at  the  Torpedo 
Station."     Jt  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  state  that  this  suggestion 
met  with  a  very  ready  and  cordial   response    from    Captain 
Thomas  O.  Selfridge,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  then  com- 
manding the  Torpedo  Station,  who  not  only  in  the  manner 
indicated,  but  in  other  directions  assisted  those  having  charge 
of  the  proposed  festival  in  making  it  the  success    which    it 
unmistakably  was. 

It  is  wholly  unnecessary  in  a  work  such  as  this  is  in- 
tended to  be,  to  make  more  than  a  passing  reference  to  the 
various  labors  of  the  Committee,  for  a  recital  of  the  difficul- 
ties encountered,  the  delays  met  with,  and  the  disappointments 
experienced  would  prove  tedious,  if  not  absolutely  uninter- 
estino-. 

The  question  of  finance,  however,  was  one  which,  for  several 
weeks,  disturbed  the  Committee  far  more  than  any  other 
subject  that  was  brought  before  them.  Under  the  provisions 
of  the  public  statutes  the  City  of  Newport  is  not  authorized  to 
expend  more  than  two  thousand  dollars  for  public  celebra- 
tions during  any  one  year.  Of  this  amount  some  two  hundred 
dollars  had  been  voted  by  the  City  Council  before  the  propo- 
sition to  have  a  re-union  took  any  definite  shape,  and,  there- 
fore, all  that  the  people's  representatives  in  the  municipality 
could  appropriate  for  that  purpose  was  eighteen  hundred 
dollars.  The  first  estimate  of  the  money  required  to  carry  on 
the  celebration  was  four  thousand  dollars ;  later  on  the  Com- 
mittee became  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  five  thou- 
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sand  dollars  would  be  necessary,  and  finally  it  was  believed 
that  four  thousand  dollars,  over  and  above  the  Cit3^'s  appro- 
priation would  not  be  too  much.  This  latter  calculation  proved 
to  be  well  founded. 

But  how  was  this  large  amount  to  be  raised?  That  was  a 
problem  that  appeared  to  the  Finance  Committee  to  be 
difficult  of  solution.  It  was  suggested  that,  as  the  Legislature 
was  about  to  hold  its  spring  session  here,  as  usual,  an  appeal 
might  very  properly  be  made  to  that  body  to  pass  a  law 
authorizing  the  City  Council,  of  this  City,  to  make  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  the  special  occasion  of  the  Re-Union. 
A  petition,  pra3ing  the  Legislature  to  do  this,  was  very 
numerously  signed,  but  at  the  same  time  there  was  decided 
opposition  to  the  proposition.  Not  a  few  of  the  careful,  con- 
servative citizens  of  Newport  held  that  to  change  the  law  for 
any  such  purpose  would  be  to  establish  a  precedent  which 
might,  in  the  future,  prove  dangerous  to  the  public  weal. 
The  adverse  judgment  of  some  of  these  citizens  on  this  sub- 
ject did  not,  when  it  reached  the  Legislature,  take  that  form 
which  could  best  be  met  by  the  promoters  of  the  scheme,  and 
the  result  was  that  their  method  of  indirection  proved  far 
more  difficult  to  overcome  than  open  opposition. 

The  Legislature  finally  met,  and  at  one  of  its  earliest  ses- 
sions the  petition  was  presented,  and  referred,  after  some  de- 
mur, to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  It  did  not  take 
much  time  to  discover  that  those  who  were  most  earnest  in  the 
desire  to  secure  a  larger  appropriation  from  the  City,  had 
adopted  the  wrong  means  to  bring  it  about,  for  the  law  pro- 
vides that  towns  and  cities  shall  be  formally  notified  of  any 
petitions  presented  to  the  Legislature  affecting  their  interests, 
in  order  that,  if  deemed  expedient,  objection  may  be  made 
by  the  proper  authorities.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that 
the  special  committee  having  the  matter  in  charge  quickly 
perceived  the  error  into  which  they  had  fallen,  and  at  once 
asked  for,  and  obtained  permission  to  withdraw  the  petition. 
Then  an  act  was  drafted,  which  so  amended  the  chapter  af- 
fected that  the    City  Council    of  the  City  of  Newport   was 
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authorized  to  expend  for  the  observance  of  the  anniversary  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  occurring  during  the  present 
year,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars.  The  passage  of 
this  authorization  of  an  additional  appropriation,  brought 
much  satisfaction  to  the  Committee  at  large,  and  particularly 
to  the  Finance  Committee,  who  now  began  to  discern  a  silver 
lining  in  the  heavy  clouds  which  had  threateningly  hovered 
over  them. 

During  the  progress  of  the  preparations  for  the  event  in 
which  increased  interest  was  being  aroused,  several  attempts 
were  made  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  ladies  in  directing 
the  course  of  proceedings.  These  efforts  were  unsuccessful, 
not  because  the  feminine  portion  of  the  community  were  in- 
different to  the  result,  for  the  contrary  was  the  case,  but  for 
the  reason  that  it  was  thought  they  could  do  more  beneficial 
service  to  the  Committee  in  privately  urging  reladves  and 
friends  to  return  to  their  former  home  for  the  happy  occasion, 
and  then  in  making  preparations  for  the  reception  of  their  vis- 
itors. In  this,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  the  ladies  were  right, 
and  the  result  of  their  labors  in  the  direction  indicated  proved 
the  fact  very  conclusively. 

Meanwhile  the  Sons  and  Daughters,  for  whose  reception 
and  entertainment  such  elaborate  arrangements  were  in  prog- 
ress, were  besdrring  themselves  in  the  various  localities  to 
which  they  belonged.  From  far  and  near  came  cheerii>g 
news  of  how  much  interest  was  felt  by  the  absent  ones,  and 
how  they  were  extending  the  cordial  invitation  to  those 
"  whose  names  had  not  occurred  to  the  Committee."  In  the 
four  freat  centres — Providence,  New  York,  New  Bedford, 
and  Boston — formal  gatherings  were  had  by  the  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  Newport,  who  reside  in  those  cides,  and  organ- 
izations were  perfected. 

At  Providence  there  was  a  very  large  and  enthusiastic 
meedng,  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  w^hich  is  given  in  the 
following  notice  taken  from  the  Providence  Daily  Journal  : — 

"The  forthcoming  Rc-Union  of  tlie  vSons  and  Daujjjhtcrs  of  the 
suninier  capital  of  Little  Rhoily,  on   July  4th,    promises    to  be    a 
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memorable  occasion,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  a  general 
response  to  the  invitation  to  participate  in  the  festivities  of  the  occa- 
sion, from  representatives  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  In  Providence 
and  vicinity  it  has  been  estimated  that  there  are  betw^een  three 
hundred  and  four  hundred  Sons  and  Daughters,  and  with  a  view  to 
making  preliminary  arrangements  for  a  representation  at  the  anni- 
versary, a  meeting  was  held  in  Burrows's  hall,  High  Street,  last 
evening,  and  was  attended  by  nearly  one  hinidred  and  thirty  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  who  evinced  a  lively  interest  in  the  proceedings. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  David  H.  Weeden,  and 
Mr.  Freeborn  Coggeshall  was  chosen  Chairman,  and  David  H. 
Weeden,  Secretary.  The  Chairman  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting, 
and  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  R.  M.  Sherman,  George  A. 
Freeborn,  John  S.  Palmer,  George  Edward  Allen,  John  S.  Cottrell, 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  Mumford  and  Mrs.  John  S.  Palmer,  to  secure  the 
names  of  those  desirous  of  attending  the  Re-Union.  The  names  of 
those  in  the  hall  were  readilv  obtained,  and  it  was  estimated  that  up- 
ward of  300  would  doubtless  be  secured.  Some  discussion  was  then 
had  relative  to  the  adoption  of  an  appropriate  badge,  and  it  was  voted 
to  wear  a  white  silk  badge  with  gilt  lettering,  '  Providence  Re- 
Union  at  Newport — July  4th,  1S84. '  A  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  David  H.  Weeden  and  George  Edward  Allen,  was  selected 
to  procure  the  badges  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  cents  each. 
Mr.  Allen  gave  notice  that  they  could  be  obtained  at  his  office.  No. 
33  Exchange  Place,  on  and  after  June  25th.  Col.  Theodore  A. 
Barton  was  unanimously  chosen  marshal  of  the  Pi'ovidence  organiza- 
tion. It  being  suggested  that  it  was  intended  to  call  upon  a  repre- 
sentative from  Providence  to  respond  at  the  Re-Union  exercises,  it 
was  voted  that  Messrs.  William  H.  Henderson,  Richard  M.  Sher- 
man and  Freeborn  Coggeshall  be  authorized  to  engage  a  respondent 
for  the  Providence  delegation.  The  name  of  Judge  Randolph  was 
suggested  by  one  or  two  gentlemen,  but  no  action  was  taken.  It  was 
voted  to  hold  another  meeting,  at  the  same  place,  on  the  evening  of 
the  24th  inst.,  at  the  same  hour,  to  listen  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittees. " 

On  the  i8th  day  of  June  a  number  of  Newporters  met  at 
Young's  hotel,  in  Boston,  to  consider  the  question  of  their  pro- 
posed participation  in  the  festivities  incident  to  the  Fourth  of 
July.  Rev.  Solon  Bush  was  elected  Chairman,  and  Mr.  S.  S. 
Ward  was  assigned  to  the  Secretaryship  of  the  meeting.     An 
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executive  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hazard  Stevens, 
W.  C.  Langley,  Jr.,  Howard  M.  Barker,  R.  P.  Boss, 
Joshua  Hammond,  S.  S.  Ward,  and  Thomas  Downing,  was 
appointed  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  which  were  to 
include  the  procurement  of  suitable  badges,  a  band,  etc.  At  a 
subsequent  meeting  it  was  decided  that  Rev.  Solon  Bush 
should  respond  for  the  Boston  delegation,  and  that  he  should 
be  followed  by  Mrs.  Clara  P.  Boss,  who  had  otlered  to  con- 
tribute a  poem  for  the  occasion. 

New  York  provides  homes  for  a  large  number  of  the  Sons 
and  Daughters  of  Newport,  and  they,  too,  entered  most  en- 
thusiastically into  the  idea  of  swelling  the  hosts  that  were  to 
attend  the  Re-Union.     Soon  atler  the    Newport    authorities 
decided  u^wn  the  project,  the  New  Yorkers  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  fifteen — Messrs.  William  G.  Peckham,  Chairman  ; 
John  C.  Haddock,  Treasurer;  A.  M.  Chace,  Corresponding 
Secretary  ;   Herbert  D.  Hammett,  Recording  Secretary  ;  Phil- 
ander Shaw,  Chairman  of  the  Reception  Committee  ;  Edward 
W.  Gould,  Francis  Lawton,  Jr.,  George  T.  Finch,  William  T. 
Bull,  Peleg  B.   Spooner,  Arthur  Dudley  Vinton,  Joseph  B. 
Tompkins,  Walter  Nichols,    Edmond    White,    and    Edward 
\'an    Zandt — to    arrange    for    the    visit   to  this  City.     From 
among  these  gentlemen,  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  perfecdng  plans,  for  a  reception  of  the  friends 
of  the  New  York  delegadon,   and  which  w^as  to  be  held  at 
the  State  House  on  the  evening  of  the  great  day.     The  loyal 
Sons    and   Daughters  in  New  York  sent  not  only  words  of 
encouragement    to    the    Newport    Committee,    but    offers    of 
monetary    assistance.     It   is    scarcely  necessary  to    say  that 
the  former  were  gratefully  accepted,  but  the  latter  were  re- 
spectfully declined.      The    New  Yorkers  decided    that  Mr. 
Philander  Shaw,  Mr.  William  G.  Peckham,  and  Mr.  Francis 
Lawton  should  be  the  orators  for  their  delegation. 

Much  interest  in  the  matter  was  felt  in  New  Bedford,  where 
an  organization  was  early  formed  with  Mr.  Thomas  Cogges- 
hall  as  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Robert  C.  Topham  as  Secretary. 
Systematic  eflbrts  were  made  to    bring  a    large  delegation, 
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every  Newporter  in  New  Bedford  being  notified  by  the  local 
committee  as  well  as  by  the  Correspondence  Committee. 
The  result  was  very  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Pitman,  a  venerable  member  of  the  delegation,  was  ap- 
pointed to  respond  for  his  colleagues,  and  the  selection  proved 
to  be  a  most  happy  one. 

In  the  meantime  the  members  of  the  General  Committee 
did  not  relax  their  eflbrts  in  the  direction  of  making  a  success 
of  the  Re-Union.  More  than  twenty  meetings  of  this  Com- 
mittee were  held,  and  from  the  important  business  transacted 
at  each  it  did  not  appear  as  if  even  one  of  them  could  have 
been  dispensed  with.  The  sub-committees,  too,  were  compelled 
to  meet  with  equal  frequency,  and  it  is  not  surprising  to  find, 
therefore,  that  the  total  number  of  the  sessions  of  the  various 
managers  of  the  affair  far  exceeded  one  hundred. 

In  order  to  increase  the  interest  in  the  proposed  festival, 
and  to  obtain  a  result  that  should  be  worthy  of  the  occasion,  . 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  invite  the  co-operation  of  the 
various  organizations  and  societies  in  town,  and  it  is  most 
agreeable  to  be  able  to  record  the  fact  that  there  was  not  one 
of  them  but  what  manifested,  directly  or  indirectly,  a  pleasant 
concern  in  the  Re-Union,  and  lent  generous  aid  either  in  com- 
mittee or  on  the  festal  day.  If  ever  there  was  an  occasion 
when  the  entire  truth  of  the  saying,  'A  great  many  can  help 
one,  but  one  cannot  help  a  great  many,'  was  apparent,  the  Re- 
Union  was  one,  for  the  influence  for  good  which  the  delegates 
from  the  several  organizations  brought  manifested  itself  trom 
the  very  first  meeting  they  attended  until  the  affair  was  at  an 
end. 

During  the  preparations  for  the  great  event  there  was  one 
matter  which,  for  some  time,  gave  the  Committee  consider- 
able concern,  and  that  was  the  difficulty  in  securing  a  lot  suit- 
able for  the  erection  of  the  mammoth  tent  in  which  the  chief 
exercises  were  to  be  held.  While  this  matter  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  the  obstacles  appeared 
almost  insurmountable,  but  directly  it  was  passed  over  to  one 
of  their  number — Ex-Mayor  Swinburne — to  deal  with  as  his 
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judgment  dictated,  all  difficulty  appeared  to  vanish,  and  a  spot 
was  secured  which,  tor  its  natural  attractions,  and  the  gen- 
eral convenience  it  afforded,  could  not  be  surpassed  in  its  ap- 
propriateness for  use  on  such  an  occasion.  The  selection  of 
Mr  Swinburne  to  represent  the  Committee  in  this  particular 
was  a  wise  one  ;  the  choice  by  that  gentleman  of  the  Izard  lot, 
where  were  to  be  dealt  out  the  food  for  the  body  and  lofty 
thought  for  the  mind  in  such  generous  quantities,  was  an 
equally  satisfactory  proceeding. 

As  time  went  b}^  the  responsibilities  of  the  Committee  were 
rendered  less  heavy  by  the  conspicuous  generosity  of  several 
wealth^•  citizens  and  summer  residents  of  Newport.  There 
are  occasions  when  the  selection  of  names  in  such  a  connec- 
tion would  be  invidious,  but  this  is  not  believed  to  be  one,  for 
the  eminent  liberalit}'  of  Mr.  George  Peabody  Wetmore,  Mr. 
George  H.  Norman,  Mrs.  M.  A.  King,  and  other  native  New- 
porters,  and  also  of  Mr.  James  Gordon  Bennett,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Weld,  Mr.  J.  N.  A.  Griswold,  and  others,  who  have  their  sum- 
mer homes  here,  can  evoke  nothing  but  admiration  from  the 
people  at  large,  even  as  it  did,  together  with  a  feeling  of  deep 
gratitude,  from  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ments. As  the  financial  responsibility  began  to  be  lessened, 
the  weight  of  the  other  burdens  also  grew  lighter,  and 
from  about  the  middle  of  June  there  appeared  to  be  nothing 
but  pretty  plain  sailing.  There  was,  however,  one  other  mat- 
ter which,  for  a  time,  was  a  source  of  much  anxiety  to  the 
Committee,  and  that  was  the  position  in  which  the  Fire  De- 
partment found  itself.  No  more  loyal  or  patriotic  set  of  men 
can  be  found  in  Newport  than  those  who  comprise  the  roll  of 
membership  of  Newport's  Fire  Department.  From  the  mo- 
ment when  active  preparations  for  the  Re-Union  celebration 
were  commenced,  these  citizens  manifested  an  earnest  desire 
to  assist  in  bringing  about  a  success  by  taking  part  in  the  pro- 
cession and  rendering  aid  in  other  directions.  At  one  time, 
however,  it  w^as  doubtful  whether  they  would  be  able  to  ap- 
pear on  the  great  day,  as  it  was  thought  by  many  that  it 
would  be  improper  to  put  the  City  to  the  expense  of  the  large 
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number  of  horses  necessary  for  the  Department's  vehicles. 
Here  was  a  dilemma  to  be  sure,  but,  fortunately,  and  thanks 
once  more  to  the  energy  of  the  Chairman,  and  the  kindness  of 
several  citizens,  it  was  overcome,  for,  when  the  matter  was 
brought  to  the  attention  of  Captain  Waters,  he  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  securing  from  the  Newport  Ice  Company,  Messrs. 
Swinburne,  Peckham  &  Co.,  Mr.  James  B.  Finch,  Messrs. 
Perry  Brothers,  Mr.  Frank  Morgan,  Mr.  Charles  S.  Murray, 
and  Messrs.  G.  B.  Reynolds  &  Co.,  all  the  equine  quadrupeds 
necessary  for  the  Department.  And  thus  was  secured  to  the 
Re-Union  procession  what  proved  to  be  one  of  its  most  attrac- 
tive features. 

Not  by  any  means  the  least  important  sub-committee,  was 
that  which  was  appointed  to  arrange  all  the  details  incident  to 
feeding  the  thousands  of  guests.  Indeed,  it  is  an  open 
question  as  to  whether  it  may  not  be  considered  to  have  been 
the  Committee  upon  whose  doings  more  anxious  eyes  were 
turned  than  any  other,  for,  however  grand  might  have  been 
the  procession,  however  glorious  the  weather,  and  however 
hiffh  the  order  of  the  after-dinner  oratory,  the  whole  would 
have  been  sadly  clouded  had  the  efforts  of  the  Collation  Com- 
mittee to  please  been  unsuccessful.  For  reasons  which  were 
deemed  satisfactory  to  themselves,  the  original  committee 
tendered  their  resignations,  and  a  new  Committee,  consisting 
of  General  Burdick,  Alderman  Kaull,  and  Mr.  Lewis  Brown, 
assumed  charge  of  the  matter.  To  provide  a  meal  for  three 
thousand  persons  and  give  satisfaction  was  no  small  under- 
taking, but  there  can  be  no  question  but  what  these  three 
gentlemen  performed  their  duties  most  successfully.  Their 
selection  of  Mr.  George  Washington  as  the  caterer  for  the 
immense  concourse  of  people  was  a  wise  one,  and  gave  en- 
tire satisfaction.  There  were  other  sub-committees  who  did 
the  work  assigned  them  faithfully  and  well.  These  included 
the  Committee  on  Carriages,  Messrs.  A.  L.  Burdick  and  G. 
P.  Lawton  ;  the  Police  Committee,  Messrs.  W.  O.  Greene, 
T.  Burlingham,  and  L.  Brown  ;  the  Reception  Committee  ; 
the  Committee  on  Badges,  of  which  Col.  Landers  was  Chair- 
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man  ;  a  Committee  on  Athletic  Sports,  comprising  Alderman 
Cottrell,  General  Burdick,  and  Mr.  John  Gilpin  ;  and  others. 
The  chief  end  and  aim  of  each  member  of  the  Committee 
appeared  to  be  to  make  the  Re-Union  a  success,  and  how 
nearly  they  attained  their  desire  the  public  are  well  able  to 
judge. 


I  llh  eulM>l\(>'IO\   HOUSE. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


JUST    BEFORE    THE    FOURTH. 

The  time  had  now  arrived  when  the  labors  of  the  Commit- 
tee were  light,  as  compared  with  those  they  had  performed 
during  the  preceding  weeks  of  worr}^  and  excitement.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  every  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee realized  the  near  approach  of  the  day  for  the  Re-Union 
with  thankfulness.  But  this  feeling  was  not  accompanied 
by  perfect  equanimity  ;  for,  while  it  was  a  source  of  much 
satisfaction  to  know  that  the  labors  in  this  connection  were 
soon  to  come  to  an  end,  the  anxiety  for  the  general  success 
of  the  celebration  increased  as  the  occasion  drew  near.  One 
source  of  solicitude  was,  of  course,  a  fear  lest  the  elements 
might  prove  unfavorable.  Over  this  matter  the  Committee 
had  no  control,  but  the  knowledge  of  that  lact  brought  but 
little  relief  to  their  anxious  minds.  Some  anxiety  was  caused, 
too,  by  the  non-arrival  of  the  consent  of  General  Hancock, 
commanding  the  Division  of  the  East,  tor  the  troops  stationed 
at  Fort  Adams  to  participate  in  the  parade.  A  Newport  pro- 
cession, on  a  public  occasion,  without  tiie  presence  of  the 
Fort  troops,  is  not  generally  regarded  as  an  entire  success, 
and  that  was  the  reason  why  such  an  earnest  desire  had  been 
expressed  that  the  military  representatives  of  Uncle  Sam 
should  take  part,  especially  as  Commodore  Luce  had  ac- 
cepted an  invitation  on  behalf  of  the  naval  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice as  represented  in  this  neighborhood.  It  was  not  until 
the  first  day  of  July  that  it  became  definitely  known  that  the 
Fort  troops  would  occupy  positions  in  the  line.  The  Com- 
mittee were  very  much  gratified  by  General  Hancock's  ac- 
tion, for  it  gave  to  the  procession  an  additional  marked  fea- 
ture. 

The  week  durincr  which  the  Re-Union  was  to  be  held  had 
arrived.     The    citizens    generally    had    become    thoroughly 
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aroused;  the  housewives,  particuhirly,  were  interested  and 
busily  engaged  making  preparations  tor  the  reception  of 
guests  from  abroad.  JNIany  of  those  Sons  and  Daughters 
who  were  compelled  to  travel  long  distances  in  order  to  reach 
the  home  of  their  childhood,  arrived  before  the  Fourth,  the 
first  to  put  in  apju'arance  being  from  Texas,  while  the  next 
to  arrive  were  two  ladies  from  Chicago.  This  was  about  one 
week  previous  to  the  anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. From  that  time  on,  not  a  train  or  steamboat  ar- 
rived but  what  brouirht  a  jrreater  or  lesser  number  of  the  ab- 
sent  ones,  and  for  two  or  three  days  previous  to  the  Re-Union 
day  they  came  in  large  numbers.  There  was  no  mistaking 
this  fact,  for  one  could  not  turn  in  any  direction  without  ob- 
serving scores  of  strange  faces.  Then,  too,  the  frequent 
hand-shakings,  and  the  little  knots  of  visitors  and  citizens, 
which  were  to  be  observed  in  every  part  of  the  town,  all 
tended  to  convince  the  least  interested  person  that  something 
unusual  was  going  on,  and  that  the  citizens  proper  were  not 
the  onlv  individuals  concerned  in  it. 

There  is  no  gainsaying  the  fact  that  it  was  a  great  week — a 
week  the  sweet  and  tender  memories  of  which  will  give  pleasure 
to  all  who  were  interested,  so  long  as  life  and  reason  last. 
Scarcely  anything  else  was  spoken  of,  or  thought  of,  than  the 
Re-Union.  Word  was  received  from  far  and  near  that  the 
approaching  celebration  was  to  be  attended  by  hosts  of  New- 
port's absent  children  ;  but,  emphatic  as  were  the  messages, 
no  one  looked  for  such  an  influx  as  the  day  brought.  Wan- 
derers came  not  onh^  from  every  part  of  their  native  land,  but 
also  from  several'foreign  countries,  in  which,  for  years,  they 
had  made  their  homes.  By  these  latter,  especially,  was  mani- 
fested the  greatest  delight  upon  returning  to  their  native  shore 
and  heath.  The  years  that  had  passed  since  departing  from 
the  scenes  of  their  childhood  had  not  interfered  with  their 
love  of  home,  but  the  feeling  expressed  in  the  lines 

Home-sickness  is  a  wasting  pang; 
This  feel  I  hourly  more  and  more, 

had  been  the  experience  many  a  time  and  oft,  and  they  evi- 
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dently  were  of  the  opinion  that  "  one  can  never  become  a 
stranger  to  one's  Fatherland." 

These  returning  ones  accustomed  as  they  were,  in  the  ma- 
jority of  instances,  to  witnessing  rapid  improvements  around 
the  spots  to  which  they  had  bent  their  steps  for  home  and 
fortune,  conld  not  fail  to  observe  the  vast  chano-es  for  the  better 
which  had  been  wrought  in  and  about  their  "  dear  old  New- 
port." Not  a  few  came  back  for  the  first  time  since  Newport  had 
become  a  city — a  change  in  her  form  of  municipal  government 
that  had  been  made  for  more  than  thirty  years  ;  two,  cer- 
tainly, had  not  visited  their  native  heath  since,  as  young  and 
hopeful  man  and  wife,  they  had  gone  forth  to  the  then  far, 
far  West,  litde  dreaming  that  their  golden  wedding  would  be 
celebrated  ere  they  returned,  septuagenarians,  to  greet  the 
few  remaining  friends  of  their  childhood  and  youth  ;  scores — 
nay,  hundreds — who,  since  their  departure  from  "  home," 
had  taken  a  husband  or  wife,  as  the  case  might  be,  came 
bringing  their  offspring  who  were  to  look  for  the  first  time  upon 
the  birthplace  of  one  of  their  parents.  And  all  found  a  cordial 
welcome. 

The  Committee  had,  in  the  meantime,  been  making  ar- 
rangements for  the  formal  reception  and  recognition  of 
these  returning  Sons  and  Daughters.  There  was  no  one 
place  where  the  work  of  registration  could  be  successfully 
performed,  and  therefore,  it  was  determined  to  arrange 
to  have  a  headquarters  for  each  of  the  delegadons  from 
the  four  great  centres,  namely.  New  York,  New  Bed- 
ford, Providence,  and  Boston.  From  Mr.  Benjamin  Easton, 
Jr.,  the  High  Sheriff'  of  the  County,  the  Committee  ob- 
tained the  Representatives'  Chamber  in  the  State  House,  for 
the  use  of  the  New  York  delegation  ;  through  the  kindness 
of  the  trustees  of  Rhode  Island  Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  Newporters  from  New  Bedford  were  enabled  to  gather 
in  the  pleasant  hall  of  that  organization  ;  the  authorises  of 
Charles  E.  Lawton  Post,  No.  5,  G.  A.  R.,  placed,  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Committee,  their  charming  headquarters  in  Mr. 
H.  E.  Read's  building,  for  the  Boston  delegation  ;  the  offi- 
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cers  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  most  kindh' 
gave  assent  to  the  suggestion  that  their  vestry  should  be  used 
for  the  Providence  delegates,  and  the  City  and  Probate  Clerks, 
Messrs.  W.  G.  Stevens  and  A.  N.  Ikukcr,  respectiveh',  gave 
the  use  of  their  offices  for  the  registration  of  such  persons  as 
came  from  places  other  than  the  tour  cities  named. 

The  Re-Union  Committee  had  placed  in  the  hands  of  their 
Secretary  the  entire  charge  of  the  work  of  registration,  and 
empowered  him  to  select  such  assistants  as  he  miglit  deem 
advisable.  It  is  needless  to  sa}'  that  the  undertaking  was 
laborious  as  well  as  tedious.  To  assist  him  in  the  work  the 
Secretary  invited  Messrs.  Edward  Newton,  William  J.  Coz- 
zens,  William  P.  Sheffield,  Jr.,  and  Christopher  M.  Lee,  of 
the  Correspondence  Committee,  and  also  Messrs.  William  G. 
Stevens,  Alexander  N.  Barker,  Edward  L.  Spencer,  Andrew 
J.  Qiiinn,  Benjamin  F.  Bliss,  and  Horatio  B.  Wood.  Messrs. 
Newton  and  Spencer  were  placed  in  charge  of  the  New  York 
delegation  ;  Messrs.  Sheffield  and  Wood  were  located  at 
Odd  Fellows  Hall ;  Messrs.  Lee  and  Quinn  did  duty  at  the 
First  Methodist  Church  Vestry  ;  Messrs.  Cozzens  and  Bliss 
registered  those  who  came  from  Boston,  and  Messrs.  Stevens 
and  Barker  took  charge  of  the  registration  at  the  Cit\'  Hall. 
It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  the  fact  that  each  and 
every  one  of  these  ten  assistants  labored  with  marked  fidelity 
and  intelligence,  and  received,  as  they  certainly  deserved, 
not  only  expressions  of  gratitude  from  the  Secretary,  but  also 
from  the  entire  Committee.  At  each  one  of  the  headquarters 
there  was  a  steady  stream  of  visitors  during  the  day  preced- 
ing the  celebration.  As  each  person  registered,  he  or  she 
was  given  a  Re-Union  badge,  which  secured  "  proper  recog- 
nition in  all  the  ceremonies  of  the  (Re-Union)  day."  While 
less  than  fifteen  huiulred  persons  registered,  it  is  estimated 
that  there  were  in  town  more  than  eight  times  that  number 
who  were  entitled  to  do  so.  ^riic  names  of  those  who  re<£is- 
tered.  and  their  residences,  are  given  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
book. 

The  day  before  that  upon  which  the  celebration  was  held, 
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proved  to  be  a  most  busy  one  for  all  concerned,  the  Com- 
mittee being  busily  engaged  putting  the  finishing  touches  upon 
the  various  details  arranged  for  the  great  event.  Colonel 
Albert  C.  Landers,  who  had  been  selected  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  decorate,  as  well  as  to  illuminate,  the  public  buildings 
and  places,  was  busy,  with  a  large  corps  of  assistants,  in  put- 
ting the  old  town  in  holiday  attire.  Mr.  Lander's  efforts  in 
this  direction  were  most  successful.  Welcoming  arches  had 
been  erected  and  the  monster  tent  was  in  position.  Finally, 
there  remained  but  little  to  do  save  await  with  complacency 
the  arrival  of  the  long  looked-for  and  important  day.  Special 
trains  and  steamboats  brought  hundreds  into  the  City.  The 
Boston  and  New  Bedford  delegations  arrived  -by  the  cars  at 
six  o'clock,  and  later  in  the  evening  the  former,  accompanied 
by  the  Dahlgren  fife  and  drum  corps,  made  things  quite  lively, 
serenading  Captain  John  Waters,  the  Chairman,  and  Mr.  F.  G. 
Harris,  the  Secretary  of  the  Re-Union  Committee,  Mayor 
Franklin,  Mr.  L.  F.  Attleton,  Mr.  J.  G.  Weaver,  Mr.  G. 
Washington,  Mr.  B.  W.  Pearce,  General  Burdick,  Mr.  H.  F. 
Barnard,  and  other  well  known  citizens.     Then  as 

The  shades  of  night  were  falling  fast, 

thousands  of  citizens  and  visitors  wended  their  way  to  Touro 
Park  where  the  Re-Union  Committee  had  arranged  for  an 
elaborate  illumination  of  that  mystery  of  mysteries,  the  Old 
Stone  Mill.  Strings  of  Chinese  and  Japanese  lanterns  ex- 
tended from  the  ground  to  the  summit  of  the  flag-staff,  and, 
with  the  aid  of  large  quantities  of  red  and  green  fire,  and  the 
electric  lights  which  flashed  forth,  from  numerous  points, 
their  brilliancy  upon  the  spreading  foliage,  made  a  long  to  be 
remembered  scene.  The  Newport,  United  States  ship  New 
Hampshire,  and  Fourth  United  States  Artillery  bands  were  in 
the  Park,  and  enlivened  the  proceedings  with  delightful  music 
until,  towards  midnight,  the  immense  crowd  dispersed  to  their 
homes  and  temporary  abodes,  where,  while  held  by  Morpheus, 
they  were  to  dream  of  the  great  festival  which  the  coming  day 
was  to  inaugurate. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


THE    DAY    AND    THE    OCCASION. 

In  the  early  grey  light  of  the  morning  of  the  Fourth,  an 
observer  turned  back  upon  its  creaking  hinges  the  door  to  the 
cupola  of  the  old  State  House,  to  gain  one  last,  farewell 
glance  at  the  fair  City-by-the-sea,  as  she  lay  resting  in  festal 
arrav,  before  springing  into  activity  and  banishing  the  oppor- 
tunity forever.  Below  the  grey-haired  spectator,  the  City 
slept,  recovering  from  the  toils  of  one  day  for  the  festivities 
of  the  next ;  the  gaily  decorated  and  garlanded  streets  and 
avenues  radiating  and  branching  in  various  directions  from 
his  standpoint.  At  particular  spots  the  color  appeared  to  be 
grouped  in  masses,  especially  about  Touro  Park,  some  dis- 
tance to  the  south.  Here  but  a  few  hours  before,  beneath 
the  mintded  banners  and  illuminations  as  thev  rose  in  great, 
glowing  curves  to  the  top  of  the  tall  starts,  and  swayed  gently 
to  and  fro  in  the  evening  breeze,  and  while  melody  from  the 
military  bands  resounded  on  every  side,  he  had  received  his 
first  welcome  home.  Now,  all  was  quiet.  Far  in  tlie  east  the 
bright,  red,  morning  sunbeams  heralded  another  of  New- 
port's glorious,  golden  summer  days,  revealing  faintly  the 
passing  sail,  half-hidden  by  the  early  mists,  away  to  the 
south,  and  touching  with  loving  reflection  the  dark,  beetling 
Clifls — so  familiar,  yet  so  changed.  Above  and  beyond 
them,  bright  bits  of  color  streamed  in  the  morning  breeze 
over  the  princely  cottages,  testifying  to  the  general  fellow- 
feeling  and  congratulation  which  the  day  itself,  the  event 
celebrated,  and  its  associations  called  forth  throughout  the 
City.  His  gaze  then  swept  over  the  wooded  heights  to  the 
southward,  resting  at  length  on  the  massive  outlines  of  the 
Fort,  with  its  grey  masonry  barely  rising  above  the  dark- 
green  earthworks,  and  bastions ;  these,  together  with  the 
small  village  of  residences  on  the  hillock  beyond,  bore  bright 
evidences  of  holiday  attire,  and  above  which  still  lingered  the 
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light  cloud  from  the  morning  gun.  Later,  at  the  sound  of 
reveille,  their  inmates  sprang,  as  it  were,  into  activity,  and 
hurried  hither  and  thither  engaged  in  the  final  preparations, 
and  givnig  the  finishing  touches  to  apparel,  accoutrement  and 
field-piece,  for  the  noon-day  march  in  the  City  over  the  bay. 
The  whole  scene  was  instinct  with  life,  color  and  action,  as 
the  varied  military  duties  were  quickly  despatched. 

Not  less  enlivening  was  the  scene  upon  the  government 
vessels  lying  in  the  outer  harbor.  Long  curving  lines  of 
brilliantly  hued  pennons,  flags  and  streamers  ran  from  the 
bowsprit  over  the  tops  of  the  towering  masts  to  the  stern, 
while  amid  the  dense,  black  network  between  mast  and  spar, 
were  seen  bright  bits  of  bunting  in  striking  contrast  to  the 
white  canvas  and  gleaming  golden-hued  wood  work  of  the 
Saratoga,  Jamestown,  and  New  Hampshire.  No  sooner  had 
the  morning  salute  flashed  forth  its  welcome,  than  from  the 
last  named  vessel  the  white-jacketed  boys  clambered  out  upon 
the  island  green-sward  with  their  howitzers  to  prepare,  like- 
wise, for  the  triumphal  procession.  Nearer  at  hand,  in  the 
inner  harbor,  the  gracefully  moulded  hulls  of  costly  pleasure 
craft  rocked  lazily  at  their  anchorage  in  the  placid,  tranquil 
waters,  scarcely  rippled  by  the  morning  breeze  as  it  swept 
over  the  hill-tops.  About,  over  their  dark  exteriors  gleamed 
the  polished  trimmings,  while  from  stem  to  stern,  from  peak 
to  peak,  fluttered  long  brilliant  festoons  of  naval  and  yacht 
signals  flashing  forth  gay  salutation  and  good  cheer.  Thus 
decorated  was  the  Norseman,  owned  by  Mr.  Ogden  Goelet ; 
the  Intrepid,  the  property  of  Mr.  Lloyd  Phoenix  ;  the  Meteor, 
of  Mr.  T.  L.  Parkes  ;  the  Triton,  of  Mr.  Harvey  E.  Dodge  ; 
the  Theresa,  of  Mr.  Joseph  Fiske  ;  the  Vixen,  of  Mr.  Frank 
C.  Lawerence  ;  the  Wenonah,  of  Mr.  James  Stillman,  while 
away  among  the  other  yachts  that  gracefully  tossed  their  hol- 
iday ribbons  as  the  occasional  rollers  swept  in  were  the  Mag- 
nolia, owned  by  Prof.  Fairman  Rogers;  the  Lucilla,  by  Mr. 
Walter  Green;  the  Rena,  by  E.  H.  Tovvnsend ;  the 
Stranger,  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Jaftray;  the  Twilight,  from  Provi- 
dence; the  Waif,  from  Bristol;  the  Freizen,  of  New  York; 
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the  Undine,  of  Fall  River,  and  the  Scion,  of  Taunton.  Wav- 
ing bunting  of  divers  hues  streamed,  also,  near  at  hand,  over 
the  great  steamers  and  workshops  of  the  Old  Colonv  Com- 
pany. 


y 


But  while  tlie  solitary  observer  was  lost  in  mingled  admira- 
tion of  the  moving,  spirited  scene  and  the  reverie  caused  b}' 
the  stirring,  deep-toned  notes  of  the  bells  that  brought  back 
the  past  so  vividly,  the  moments  sped  by  and  the  City  below 
roused  into  life  and  noisy,  bustling  work.  From  the  north- 
ward and  from  the  southward,  among  the  verdant  islets,  as 
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they  floated  upon  the  calm  waters,  there  continually  grew 
into  the  field  of  vision  brightly  decorated  steamers  gradually 
swelling  in  size;  the  melody,  rising  from  a  chance,  scarcely 
perceptible,  tinkling  to  a  full  burst  of  martial  music ;  the 
tone  of  rejoicing  thousands,  from  an  indistinct  murmur  to  the 
voice  of  the  multitude.  The  yellow  clouds  of  dust  rolling 
from  the  suburban  roads,  heralded  constant  arrivals  from  those 
directions,  while  skirting  along  the  harbor's  shores  crept  the 
long  lines  of  martial  red  and  naval  blue.  Far  and  wide,  from 
house-top,  casement,  and  flag-staft'  fluttered,  streamed,  and 
snapped  bunting  of  all  colors  and  form,  below  resounded 
the  hoarse  roll  of  the  drum,  the  tramp  of  soldiery,  the  rattle 
ot  hoofs  and  of  arms,  and  the  confused  hubbub  of  a  swaying, 
pushing,  surging,  shouting  throng  beneath  the  wide-spreading 
elm  trees  of  the^Park.  With  a  sigh  the  spectator  closed  the 
door  and  a  few  moments  later  was  lost  in  the  crowd. 

Over  the  brown  exterior  of  the  building  this  intent  ob- 
server had  just  quitted,  and  from  ridgepole  to  ridgepole,  bunt- 
ing was  disphiyed  in  the  most  attractive  way.  Streamers 
floated  across  its  face  from  corner  to  corner,  surroundino-  the 
central  balcony  in  graceful  festoons.  Upon  this,  ardstically 
draped  and  partially  entwined,  were  banners  bearing  the 
bright  colors  and  contrasted  designs  of  the  cross  of  St.  George, 
the  French  tricolor  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes — significant  al- 
lusions to  the  stirring  and  momentous  events  that  had  taken 
place  beneath  its  strong  and  still  serviceable  walls,  during 
their  truly  eventful  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  history. 
These  episodes  found  still  further  expression  in  the  paintings 
of  patriotic  ideals,  industries,  and  State  emblems  and  mottoes 
that  everywhere  shone  amid  the  folds  of  bunting  fancifully 
disposed  over  the  exterior;  that  bearing  the  greeting,  "  Wel- 
come," and  surrounded  by  the  arms  of  the  State  forming  the 
central  device  over  the  entrance.  Here,  as  elsewhere 
throughout  the  City,  taste  rather  than  profusion  characterized 
the  adornments.  Directly  in  front  of  the  State  House  and 
from  either  side  of  the  street,  rose  a  triumphal  arch  of  ever- 
greens,   leaves,    and    flowers    among     which    glistened    the 
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colored  inscription,  "  Welcome  to  our  Island  Home,"  the  entire 
structure  bearing  evidence  of  the  good  taste  of  Committeeman 
Wilbor.      Chief  among  the  tastefully  decorated  edifices  facing 
Washington  Square,  were  the  National  Exchange  bank  build- 
iuL^   the  City   Hall,   the  Perry    House,   and  the  residence  of 
Mr.  Augustus  Goffe,  who  displayed  the  motto  of  "  Welcome 
Home"  used  by  him  in  1859.      O"  ^^^^  front  of  the  first  the 
S.  R.  Club  had  placed  amid  the  Hags  an  appropriate   motto, 
"  Wealtli  below.  Happiness  above."     Amid  the  profusion  of 
streamers,   banners,   pennons  and   Hags,  that  iloated  in  every 
direction  over  the  City  Hall,  was  hung  a  heroic  picture  of  Com- 
merce, Columbia  being  surrounded  by  the  evidences  of  trade, 
agriculture  and  manufacture,  on  every  side.     The  plain,  verti- 
cal face  of  the  Perry  House,  with  its  iron  balconies,  seemed  to 
offer  at  hrst  sight  but  little  scope  for  the  decorator's  art ;  yet  a 
(i-raceful  festooning  of  variegated  bunting  about  door  and  win- 
dow, of  the  one,  and  a  fanciful  intertwining  and  skillful  adjust- 
ment of  its  folds  over  the  dark  railings  of  the  other,  bearing,  as 
they  did,  stands  of  national  colors,  completel}'  transformed  the 
hotel's  exterior  in  the  most  surprising  way.      About  on  every 
side  extended  the  decorations,  changing  Washington  Square 
into  a  perfect  blaze  of  color,  which  was  continued  in   almost 
unending  and  unbroken  waves  and  undulations  by   garland, 
festoon,  and  flag  far  down  the  line  of  march.     Thames  Street, 
with  old-time,  familiar  narrowness  of  roadway  and  unevenness 
of  shop  exteriors,  was  almost  unrecognizable,   and  well  nigh 
lost  the  diversity  between  the  tall,   modern   blocks   with   tlu-ir 
plate-glass    fronts,    and    the     modest,     weather-beaten,     old- 
fashioned  dwelliuiTs  that  nestled  close  beside  them  with   their 
unique    architecture,    pointed    gables,    diminutive     windows, 
quaint    cornices,    and     wainscoted    halls,    which,     however, 
amid  all  their  vicissitudes  of  a   hundred  years  or  more,   had 
resounded  with  the  joyous  accents  of  no  more  festive  occasion 
than  the  present.      Overhead  the  slowly  moving  banners,  fes- 
toons   and    streamers    formed   a   partial   canopy,   and,   too,   a 
resplendent  though   scant  protection   from   the  fierce   rays  of 
a  July  sun  that  poured  down  pitilessly,  scarcely  tempered  by 
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the  morning  breezes,  into  the  narrow  streets,  courts,  and  ave- 
nues, crowded,  as  they  were,  to  suffocation  at  prominent 
points.  The  immense  masses  of  humanity,  displaying  in 
general  the  greatest  possible  combinations  of  life  and  color, 
ever  changing  in  kaleidoscopic  variety  in  grouping  and  strik- 
ing effects  as  the  brilliant,  contrasted  tints  from  summer  cos- 
tume and  uniform  shifted  hither  and  thither,  formed  the  most 
inspiring  and  enlivening  spectacle. 

Such  was  the  scene  as  viewed  from  the  main  thoroughfare. 
The  handsome  manner  in  which  the  United  States  Hotel, 
frontincT  on  this  street,  had  been  adorned  for  the  occasion, 
was  the  subject  of  very  general  remark.  There,  also,  good 
taste  took  the  place  of  a  profusion  and  confusion  of  bunting. 
From  Thames  Street,  at  the  head  of  Commercial  Wharf,  one 
could  discern  the  fact  that  Mr.  Lawton  Coggeshall  had  thrown 
to  the  breeze  from  his  place  of  business  a  large  and  handsome 
new  flag  bearing  thereon  the  words,  "Welcome  Home." 
This  was  the  first  greeting  which  was  extended  to  the  many 
thousands  of  returning  ones  who  landed  from  the  numerous 
steamers. 

The  vast  moving  throngs  overflowed  the  streets  to  the 
pavement,  surged  over  verandas,  and  through  the  windows 
overlooking  the  route  of  march,  and,  also,  filled  higher  prom- 
inent  positions  whence  a  view  of  the  rejoicing  multitude  could 
be  trained.  Generally  and  generously  were  the  dwellings 
ornamented  along  the  line  of  march,  though  of  more  elabo- 
rate character  and  more  noticeable  design  in  the  central 
portion  of  the  City,  and,  also,  at  especial  points.  Conspicuous 
amono-  these  were  the  hotels  not  already  mentioned,  and  which 
were  dressed  in  holiday  adornments  at  great  expenditure  of 
time,  money,  and  skill.  The  surroundings  of  the  Aquidneck 
House  were  entirely  favorable  for  the  plans  of  the  art  dec- 
orator, and  well  did  he  utilize  them.  From  a  point  near  the 
ridgepole,  ribbon-like  streamers  stretched  from  an  immense 
dazzling  rosette  in  long  curves  to  the  neighboring  edifices. 
Behind,  and  displayed  in  fanciful  figures  and  striking  designs 
on  the  white  exterior,  were  arranged  many-colored  flags  of 
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all  shapes  and  sizes,  bright  ribbons,  rosettes,  pennons,  gath- 
ered in  rich  folds  about  door  and  window,  about  glitter- 
ing banner  and  shield.  Amid  this  mass  of  blazing  color 
stood  a  life  size  representation  of  the  well  known,  noble  face 
and  ligure  of  Washington,  occupying  a  central  position  on 
the  front  of  the  building,  while  over  the  front  entrance  shone 
in  bright  letters  the  appropriate  and  convivial  greeting, 
"  Welcome  to  our  Honored  Guests."  These,  grouped  about 
at  ease  upon  balcony,  veranda,  and  greensward,  gave  the 
requisite  animation  and  tone  of  good  cheer  to  the  scene. 

A  few  steps  up  the  hill  brought  one  in  view  of  the  Ocean 
House,  which  presented  by  far  the  grandest  and  most  impos- 
ing display  of  decorations.  At  first  sight  it  appeared  but 
one  great,  pulsating  mass  of  color.  A  nearer  approach,  how- 
ever, showed  with  what  artistic  taste  and  elegance  the  ordinary 
aspect  had  been  so  transformed,  though  the  immense  piazzas 
and  massive  projections  afforded  a  grand  basis  for  work  ot 
the  kind.  To  the  peaks  of  the  tall,  slender  flag-staffs,  from 
which  waved  the  national  colors,  streamed  from  the  estates 
on  either  side  in  resplendent  curves  heavy  folds  of  bunting, 
fiilling  again  in  fantastic  shapes  from  staff  to  gable,  from 
cable  to  cornice,  from  cornice  to  casement.  The  colors  of 
all  nations  were  grouped  in  well  contrasted  stands  and  placed 
at  prominent  points  over  the  exterior;  from  these  fluttered 
pennons,  drooping  in  folds  to  other  projections  and  being  con- 
cealed at  length  under  the  draperies  profusely  arranged  over 
the  front  of  the  hotel.  Among  the  tall  columns  and  their 
cross-beams  that  front  and  flank  the  piazzas,  were  entwined 
briL^htlv  colored  bands  which  wound  in  every  direction  and 
depended  on  all  sides,  forming  a  perfect  network  above  and 
about  the  crowds  of  chattering  groups  that  thronged  the  ve- 
randas and  terraces.  Amid  this  wealth  of  drapery,  over  door 
and  window,  between  casements,  and  surrounded  by  bunting, 
displayed  in  diamond,  rectangular,  and  star-like  shapes  and 
also  in  manifold  curves,  gleamed,  at  suitable  points,  paintings, 
shields,  banners,  and  other  dazzling  emblems,  surrounding, 
as  a  whole,  the  life  size  representation  of  Columbia. 
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So  generous  and  widespread  was  the  effort  at  ornamenta- 
tion that  it  would  be,  of  course,  impossible  to  recognize  the 
praiseworthy  zeal  and  liberality  exhibited  by  every  citizen  in 
this  regard  ;  but  among  those  on  or  near  the  line  of  march 
whose  efforts  in  this  matter  w^ere  exceptionally  elaborate  and 
attracted  general  comment  were  General  A.  L.  Burdick, 
whose  display  of  banners,  flags  and  patriotic  mottoes  was  es- 
pecially fine,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Burdick,  Mr.  Lewis  Brown, 
Alderman  Waters,  Mayor  Franklin,  Mr.  George  Peirce,  Mr. 
C.  M.  Lee,  Mr.  W.  J.  Underwood,  Mr.  A.  C.  Titus,  whose 
liberal  decorations  surrounded  the  suggestive  sentiment, 
"Yours  by  Nativity,  Ours  by  Choice,"  Mr.  Thomas  Glad- 
ding, Mr.  Augustus  Goffe,  "the  Bee  Hive,"  Mr.  C.  F. 
Frasch,  Mr.  R.  L.  Oman,  Mr.  W.  E.  Dennis,  Mr.  W.  T^ 
Sherman,  Jr.,  Mr.  John  Rogers,  Messrs.  Carry  Bros.,  Col. 
Julius  Sayer,  Mr.  J.  D.  Richardson,  Mr.  B.  F.  Downing,  Jr., 
Mr.  J.  B.  F.  Denman,  Mr.  F.  W.  Greene,  Mr.  J.  M.  K. 
Southwick,  Mr.  C.  E.  Hammett,  Messrs.  Sullivan  &  Burke, 
Mr.  Carl  Hertgen,  Mr.  W.  J.  Swinburne,  Mr.  F.  G.  Harris, 
Messrs.  Caswell,  Hazard  &  Co.,  the  Newport  Gas  Company, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Sanborn,  the  "  One  Price  Clothing  Store,"  Mr.  T. 
M.  Seabury,  Mr.  J.  E.  Seabury,  Messrs.  Caswell,  Massey  & 
Co.,  Messrs.  J.  H.  Cozzens  &  Son,  Messrs.  Davis  &  Pitman, 
and  numerous  others. 

Many,  in  order  to  escape  discomfiture  from  the  sultry 
heat  and  the  jostling,  hurrying  crowds  in  the  City,  betook 
themselves  to  the  gentle  acclivity  in  Izard's  lot,  where  the}' 
could  enjoy  the  unrivalled  view  of  the  bay  and  the  light,  re- 
freshing sea  breeze,  and  behold  the  speedy  preparations  made 
under  the  vast  tent  for  the  banquet.  Just  without  this,  from 
a  long  and  nan'ow  smouldering  mass,  arose  an  appetizing 
aroma  from  a  good,  old-fashioned,  Rhode  Island  clam  bake. 
Jets  of  steam  spurted  through  the  cracks  in  the  weather- 
beaten  sail-cloth,  beneath  which  the  brown  sea-weed  hissed, 
writhed  snake-like,  popped  and  shriveled  upon  the  dark,  red 
stones,  while  above,  the  bivalves  groaned  and  sputtered  as 
thev  surrendered  their  lives  in  behalf  of  freedom  and  festiv- 
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ity,  and  the  golden  ears  and  dusky  lobsters  seemed  to  catch 
the  glow   from  the  pebbles   underneath. 

While  some  attendants  mixed  cooling  beverages,  others 
i>ave  the  fmishinii  touches  to  the  tent  and  its  contents,  adjust- 
ing  a  flag  or  garland  here,  or  arranging  a  bouquet  or  bou- 
tonniere  there.  Beautiful,  indeed,  was  the  aspect  the  jiavilion 
presented  when  the  carpenters,  under  the  efficient  direction 
of  Mr.  Charles  H.  Burdick,  had  driven  the  last  nail  and 
tightened  the  last  rope,  and  when  the  decorator  had  hung  the 
last  motto-bearing  device,  and  laid  down  the  last  llower. 
Acres  of  gleaming  linen  in  long  lines,  extending  from  north- 
east to  south-west  and  running  the  length  of  the  enclosure,  bore 
a  sparkling  arra\'  of  siher,  glass  ware,  and  china,  enhanced 
in  ell'ect  by  bits  of  color  from  bouquet,  fruit,  and  viand.  On 
the  western  side  a  large  platform,  also  adorned  with  plants, 
llower,  and  Hag  in  the  most  charming  way,  supported  the 
banquet  for  the  speakers  and  other  distinguished  guests.  A 
vacant  space  in  front  of  this  was,  moreover,  beautified  by 
clumps  of  tropical  plants  and  llowers  generously  provided 
for  the  occasion  by  Mrs.  August  Belmont  and  Mr.  Marry 
Stevens,  who  were  t"ull\-  in  svmpathy  \\ith  tiie  event  and  its 
associations.  To  the  southward  from  the  grand  stand  ex- 
tended  the  three  tables  for  the  Providence  delegation,  close 
beside  whom  the  Boston  party  was  to  sit,  while  the  next  three 
tables  were  reserved  for  the  prodigals  from  New  York,  and 
the  last  two  for  the  New  Bedford  representatives.  A  few  tables 
to  the  left  of  the  platform  were  to  be  apportioned  to  the  mis- 
cellaneous delegations,  while  those  not  utilized  in  this  way 
would  accommodate  the  remainder  of  the  participants  in  the 
procession. 

Meanwhile  the  barely  audible  tones  of  the  bells,  the  muflled 
reports  of  lire-arms  and  fireworks,  the  faint  strains  of  music, 
distinguishable  above  the  low,  swelling  monotone  of  popular 
clamor,  gave  evidences  of  the  approacii  of  the  proces.sion. 
These  gradually  increased  in  volume,  distinctness,  and  sig- 
nificance till  the  distinguished  guests  entered,  escorted  by  the 
Committee  in  charge.     Following  came  the  visitors  in  a  con- 
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tinuoLis  stream  till  the  various  positions  assigned  to  the  several 
delegations  were  occupied.  From  the  elevated  stand  the 
scene  was  most  impressive,  accompanied  as  it  was  by  a  per- 
fect babel  of  voices.  Far  on  either  side,  extended  the  sea 
effaces.  Immediately  on  the  left  and  right,  a  most  charming 
effect  was  given  to  the  contrasted  toilets  of  the  ladies,  while 
beyond  stretched  long  lines  of  martial  gold  and  red  in  brilliant 
contrast  to  civilian  costume,  the  white  suits  of  the  apprentice 
boys,  and  the  firemen's  attire.  Behind  them  were  heaped  the 
musical  instruments,  the  drums,  the  banners,  notablv  that  of 
the  Boston  delegation  which  bore  a  picture  of  the  Old  Mill 
with  appropriate  mottoes  upon  a  blue  ground,  and,  moreover, 
the  variegated  and  fancifully  decorated  Japanese  parasols 
which  their  bearers  f(jund  so  picturesque  and  useful  upon  the 
march. 


STONE  MILL. 
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The  piinctualily  with  which  the 
procejssion  started,  and  also  ar- 
rived at  the  tent,  caused  many  a 
compliment  to  be  paid  to  the  Chief 
Marshal.  Indeed,  not  a  few  peo- 
ple marveled  when,  within  five 
^'  minutes  of  the  appointed  time, 
he  gave  the  order  for  the  line  to 
WHITEHALL.  movc,   for  howcvcr  much   faith 

might  have  in  the  ability  of  the  gentleman  to  arrange  the 
details  of  such  a  monster  procession  as  the  Re-Union  day  wit- 
nessed, it  was  not  thought  possible  for  him  to  so  marshal  the 
various  forces  as  to  avoid  the  wearisome  delay  which  usually 
marks  such  occasions.  But  he  did,  and  the  result  was  that 
much  of  the  pleasure  experienced  during  the  day,  had  its  origin 
in  that  fdct. 

Washmgton  Square  had  been  selected  as  the  spot  from 
which  the  procession  was  to  start.  While  the  Square  and 
lower  Touro  Street  combined  are  quite  capacious,  they  were 
not  sufficiently  so  to  enable  every  section  of  the  line  to  find  a 
halting  place  within  their  limits,  and  the  result  was  that  sev- 
eral adjacent  thoroughfares  had  to  be  utilized  for  that  purpose. 
The  assistant  marshals  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in 
getting  the  numerous  divisions  into  the  localities  which  had 
been  assigned  to  them,  but  the  exercise  of  much  forbear- 
ance, coupled  with  strict  attention  to  their  duties,  enabled 
them,  finally,  to  overcome  every  obstacle  and  report  to  their 
Chief  that  all  was  in  readiness. 

Meanwhile  the  various  members  of  the  Reception  Com- 
mittee   had   been   busily    engaged    in    welcoming    eminent 


fjA  THE    NEWPORT    RE-UNION. 

guests  from  abroad.  They  had  established  headquarters  at 
the  Aquidneck  House,  the  United  States  Hotel,  and  the  Peny 
House,  and  at  each  of  the  two  latter  hostelries  had  an  elegant 
collation  served  during  the  morning.  The  Committee  made 
the  Perry  House  their  chief  headquarters,  and  there  His 
Excellency,  Governor  Bourn,  was  escorted  on  his  arrival 
from  Bristol,  whence  he  came  on  one  of  Herreshoff's  swift 
launches.  Aw^aiting  His  Excellency  were  Ex-Mayor  Slocum, 
Chairman  of  the  Reception  Committee,  and  several  of  his 
associates.  As  the  Governor  entered  the  handsomely  deco- 
rated parlor.  Chairman  Slocum,  with  a  dignity  and  suavity  of 
manner  that  invariably  characterizes  him  on  such  occasions, 
approached  him,  and  while  presenting  him  with  a  magnificent 
bouquet  of  rare  flowers,  addressed  words  of  welcome  to  the 
distinguished  guest  as  follows  : — 

J/ay  it  please  your  Excellency : — 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Reception,  I  extend  to  you  a  cordial 
welcome  to  the  ancient  capital  of  the  State.  Our  hospitalities  are 
not  bountiful,  but  such  as  we  have,  we  gratefully  tender  to  you.  We 
feel  honored  by  the  presence  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State  to 
share  with  us  in  the  celebration  of  the  birthday  of  this  great  nation. 
This  lovely  island  was  desolated  by  the  revolutionaiy  struggle  for  a 
time.  During  that  war  everything  in  this  place,  save  the  endurance 
and  patriotism  of  its  people,  appeared  to  be  crushed  by  the  power  of 
our  public  enemy,  and  the  prosperity  of  our  people  long  languished 
from  the  wounds  then  inflicted,  yet  to-day  with  one  voice  they  con- 
gratulate themselves  upon  the  glorious  results  of  the  Revolution. 
With  one  accord  we  welcome  you  here  to  share  in  oin-  festivities 
upon  this  interesting  occasion,  not  only  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
State,  but  because  of  the  many  excellencies  of  your  personal  character. 

To  this  exceedingly  fitting  address.  Governor  Bourn  made 
the  following  response  : 

J/r.   Chairjnan : — 

I  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  you  have  welcomed 
me  to  the  hospitality  of  the  City  of  Newport.  It  gives  me  very  great 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  visit  your  beautiful  City  to-day,  to  meet  so  many 
of  my  personal  friends — and  to  join  in  the  festivities  of  the  occasion. 

The  patriotism  of  your  people  is,  I  am  convinced,  no  less  endur- 
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ing  to-day  than  it  was  a  hundred  years  or  more  n^o  w  lien  they  en- 
dured the  hardships  of  a  hostile  occupation. 

It  is  certainly  very  appropriate,  while  you  recall  to-dav  the  <^lorious 
deeds  of  your  fathers  in  defence  of  our  national  liberties,  to  grather 
the  Sons  antl  Dauj^hters  of  Newport  from  every  section  of  the  land — 
to  rc\ive  tlie  associations  of  your  carh'  davs — and  to  dcMile  your- 
selves anew  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  the  liberties  inherited  from 
your  ancestors. 


THAMES  sri;i-i.i. 


While  these  pleasant  ceremonies  were  in  progress,  the  hur- 
rying hither  and  thither  by  the  Assistant  Marshals,  the  mar- 
tial strains  from  numberless  instruments,  and  the  ever  increas- 
ing throng  on  Washington  Square,  told  plainly  that  the  hour 
for  the  line  to  move  was  rapidly  approaching.  The  lower 
floor  of  the  State  House  which  had,  for  an  hour  or  more, 
been  filled  with  scores  of  handsomely  uniformed  officers  of  the 
Army,  Navy  and  militia,  and  also  with  many  distinguished 
civilians,  was  now  emptied,  the  last  of  these  having  been 
escorted    to    the   carriages    provided  lor  them.     Outside  the 


^6  THE    NEWPORT    RE-U?fION. 

State  House,  mounted  on  a  gayly  caparisoned  steed,  and 
supported  on  either  side  by  an  aid,  was  Chief  Marshal 
Swinburne,  waiting  for  the  words,  "Sir,  my  division  is  in 
readiness,"  to  come  from  the  last  assistant  to  report.  Finally 
the  hour  of  eleven  struck,  the  last  report  was  received,  and 
then  the  line  moved  in  the  following 

ORDER    OF    PROCESSION. 

Police  Officers  Driscoll  and  G.  A.  Wilcox,  mounted. 

Assistant  Marshal  A.  L.  Burdick. 

4th  United  States  Artillery  Band. 

Battalion  of  the  4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Major  Roder,  commanding. 

Battery    E,    Lieutenant  Anderson,    commanding. 

Battery  D,  Lieutenant  Ennis,  commanding. 

Battery  G,  Lieutenant  Gerard,  commanding. 

JJ.  S.  S.  New  Hampshire  Band,  William  McQuown,  leader. 

Naval  Brigade  from  the  U.  S.  Training  Squadron, 

Lieutenant  E.  H.  Green,  commanding ; 

Lieutenant  F.  H.  Carter,  Adjutant  General. 

Chief  Marshal  J.  W.  Swinburne. 

Chief  Marshal's  Aids,  W.  C.  Swinburne,  and  W.  T.  Bull. 

Newport  Brass  Band,  William  Mathers,  leader. 

Newport  Artillery,  Colonel  G.  H.  Vaughan,  commanding. 

Carriage  containing  His  Excellency,  Governor  Bourn,  Mayor 

Franklin,  and  Qiiartei'master  General  Dennis. 

The  Governor's  Personal  Staff,  mounted. 

Cai-riage  containing  Brigadier  General  E.   H.  Rhodes,   Lieutenant 

Colonel  Chase,  and  Captain  Manchester. 
Adjutant  General  Dyer,  and  Staff,  Rhode  Island  Militia,  mounted. 

Newport  Light  Inflmtry,  Captain  P.  Schneider,  commanding. 

Charles  E.  Lawton  Post,  No.  5,  G.  A.  R. ,  Commander  John  McCarty. 

Department  Commander  A.  K.  McMahon,  Vice-Department 

Commander  Cory,  and  16  members  of  Staff,  G.  A.  R.,  mounted. 

Carriage  containing  Asa  Lyman,  John  F.  Bowen,  B.  F.  Davis,  and 

W.  H.  Tabor,  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Staff. 

Carriage  containing  General  Viall,  Colonel  Turner,  and 
Colonel  J.  W.  Lyon. 
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Carriage    containing    Dr.  J.   II.   Taylor,  T.   J.   L.   Farrow, 
R.  H.  Pcckham,  and  J.  S.  Chase,  of  the  (i.  A.  R. 

Carriage  containing  Captain  Freeman  ISIavberrv,   Jol)  Lawton.  and 

John   II.    Stoddard. 

Carriage  containing   Benjaniin  T.  Lawton,  Samnel  (j.  Wright,  and 

(jcorge  Denniston. 

Drag  containing  38  )<'nng  ladies,  representing  the  dillerent  states. 

Assistant  Marshal,  A.  C.  Titus. 

Fall  River  Brass  Band. 

Newport  Fire  Department. 

Chief  Engineer,  H.  H.  Tilley  ;  Assistant  Engineers,  J.  G.  Stevens, 

J.  E.  Lake,  G.  A.  Brown,  and  A.  Kirwin. 

Engine  Co,  No.  i,  G.  A.  Martin,  foreman,  33  men. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No,  i.  G.  E.  X'ernon,  Jr.,  foreman,  20  men. 

Engine  Co.  No,  3,  J.  D.  Pike,  foreman,  28  men. 

Hose  Reel  Co.  No.  4,  P.  Bosvvorth,  foreman,  13  men. 

Engine  Co.  No.  5  and  Reel,  G.  C.  Shaw,  foreman,  30  men. 

Hose  Reel  Co.  No.  6,  S.  Sullivan,  foreman,  30  men. 

Engjne  Co.  No.  7,  C.  A.  Easton,  foreman,  31  men. 

Hose  Reel  Co.  No.  8,  A.  P.  Sisson,  foreman,  33  men. 

Hercules  Fire  Association,  43  men  and  30  ex-memhers  and 

invited  guests. 

Assistant  Marshal  Hayes. 

St.  Mary's  Catholic  Benevolent  Association,  John  Martin,  marshal. 

Father  Matthew  Total  Abstinence  Society,  Michael  Butler,  president. 

Assistant  Marshal  Howard  Smith. 

Carriage  containing   Chief  Justice  Durfee,   Col.   W.   A.    Stedman, 
Alderman  Waters,  Chairman,   and  F.  G.  Harris,  Secretary 

of  the  Committee. 

Carriairc    containing-   Councilmen    Hamilton,    Barker,   O'Neill,  and 

Sullivan. 

Carriage  containing   Councilman    .Stanhope,   George   A.    Downing, 

James  Westgate,  and  William  I".  Lawton. 

Carriage  containing  State  Auditor  Cross,  .Senator  .Seahury,  and 

Representatives  Townsend  and  Carr. 

Carriage   containing  De])uty   Siieritf  Lake,    City  Treasurer  Cogges- 
hall,  Judge  Ward,  and  Geo.  A.  Littlefield,  Superintendent 

of  Schools. 
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Carriage  containing  John  Gilpin  and  John  G.  Costello. 
Carriage  containing  George  Peabody  Wetmore  and  Dr.  H.  R.  Storer. 
Can-iage  containing  Alderman  Langley,  B.  W.  Pearce,  J.  W. 
Kensett,  and  George  T.  Hammond. 
Assistant  Marshal  G.  S.  Perky. 
Carriage    containing    ex-Mayor    Slocnm,    Captain    P.    C.   Johnson, 
commanding  Training  Fleet ;   Captain  Gridley,  command- 
ing  U.  S.  S.  Jamestown,   and    Lieutenant   L.   C. 
Logan,  U.  S.  N. 
Carriage    containing    Paymaster    Furey,    and    Assistant    Paymaster 
Cowie,  of  the  New  Hampshire,  Paymaster  Chapman,  of  the 
Jamestown,  and  Henry  VV.  Cozzens. 
Carriage    containing  Major  Fuger  and    Adjutant  Dyer,  U.    S.  A., 

and  Colonel  W.  J.  Cozzens. 

Carriage  containing  Captain  Irish,  Captain  Gahriclson  and  Lieutenant 

Baldwin,  U.  S.  Revenue  Marine  Service,  and  Deputy 

Collector  Newton. 

Carriage  containing  Dr.  Wood,  clerk  of  the  courts.  Captain  Draper, 

W.  J.  H.  Ailman,  tax  collector,  and  Rev.  F.  Rector. 

Carriage  containing  J.  E.  Chambcrlin  and  T.  T.  Pitman. 

Carriage  containing  C.  M.  Lee,  B.  F.  Bliss,  Alderman  Cottrell,  and 

Councilman  Peckh.uii. 
Carriage  containing  John  P.  Sanlwrn,  Alderman  Hopkins,  Council- 
man Wilbor,  and  \V.  J.  Underwood. 
Carriage  containing  Postmaster  Coggeshall,  Collector  J.  H.  Cozzens, 

J.  J.  Peckham,  and  H.  B.  Wood. 
Carriage  containing  Rev'  E.  F.  Clark,  Rev.  F.  J.  Cooper,  and  Rev. 

H.  N.  Jeter. 
Carriage  containing  Rev.  J.  Hollingshead,  Rev.  F.  W.  Baker,  Rev. 

F.  F.  Emerson,  and  Rev.  A.  P.  Mendes. 

Carriage  containing  President  Robinson,  of  Brown  University,  Rev. 

M.  Van  Home,  Charles  H.  Bush,  and  William  H.  Williams. 

Carriage  containing  W.    B.   Rider,  John  Vaughn,    William   H. 

Henderson,  and  Paul  Dexter. 

Carriage  containing  Orland  Freeborn,  Freeborn  Coggeshall, 

James  Maxon,  and  H.  A.  Howard. 

Carriage  containing  R.  C.  Topham,  Robert  Allen,  Alfred  Wilson, 

and  William   D.  Wilson. 
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Carriage  containin<^  J.  S.  Lewis,  F.  II.  Evans,  George  Bell, 

and  Mr.  Shaw. 

Carriage  containing  A.  K.  Qiiinn.  Richard  Shcrnian, 
and  R.  Dunham. 

Carriage  containing  A.  P.  Bashford,  U.  S.  N.,  S.  W.  Busii, 
^Marcus  Busli,  and  jT^Wt" Lawton. 

Carriage  containing  1'.  W.  Coggeshall.  J.  W .  Cornell,  and 
'^i.^  Oj^^   '•■  '"'       Charles  Clark. 

Carriage  containing  Benjamin   Lawton,  vS.  \'.  Dunwell,   Alex  Jack, 

and    P.  B.  Sherman. 

Carriage  containing  PelegClarke,H.  D.  Langworthy,  John  C.  Clarke, 

and  George  P.   Lawton. 

Carriage  containing:  Wm.   S.   Cranston,  Peter  Lee,  Colonel  Barton, 

[as.  Dowling. 

Carriage  containing  Peter  Scott,  W.  B.  West,  James  S.  Mason, 
Jeremiah  .Shea,  and  John  Downing,  disabled  veterans. 

Cairiage  containing  James  G.  Gibbs  and  Judge  F.  Wickham. 
Carriage  containing  John  S.  Palmer,  Rev.   Alfred  Manchester,   and 

Fred  A.   Stanhope. 

Carriage  containing  Hermann  Lilienthal  ami  E.  B.  Mumford. 

Assistant  Marshal  Fred  M.  Hammett. 

New  York  Drum  Corps. 

Delegation  of  Returned  Sons  from  New  York,  Wm.  G. 

Peckham,  Chairman. 

Delegation  of  Returned  Sons  from  Providence,  T.  A.  Barton,  marshal. 

Assistant  Marshal  T.  W.  Freeborne. 

Drum  and  fife  corps  of  Dahlgren  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  B<jston. 

Delegation    of   Returned    Sons    from    Boston,    Jlev.     .Solon     Bush, 

Chairman. 

Delegation  of  Returned  Sons  from  New    Bedford,  Tiiomas  Cogges- 
hall, Chairman. 

Other  returned  vSons  from  all  sections  of  the  country. 

Assistant  Marshal  T.  (i.  S.  Turner. 

Light  iJattery  B,  4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Lieutenant  R.  1'.  Strong, 

commanding. 

The  procession  was  a  most  imposing  one,   and  by  far  the 
largest  ever  seen  in  this  vicinity.     Nearly  four  thousand  per- 
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sons  were  in  line,  while  tens  of  thousands  viewed  the  pro- 
cession along  the  route  of  march  which  led  from  Washington 
Square  to  Broadway,  thence  to  and  down  Marlborough  Street 
to  Thames  Street ;  down  Thames  Street  to  and  up  Franklin 
Street  to  Spring  Street ;  along  Spring  Street  to  Broadway  and 
Bliss  road  where  a  counter-march  took  place  ;  down  Broadway 
to  and  up  Mann  Avenue  to  Kay  Street ;  along  Kay  Street  and 
Bellevue  Avenue  to  Bowery  Street ;  down  Bowery  Street  to 
Spring  Street,  and  thence  to  the  Izard  lot,  where,  as  already 
stated,  the  Re-Union  Committee  had  arranged  for  substantial 
food  for  the  bodies,  and  lofty  and  reminiscent  thought  for  the 
minds  of  those  who,  whether  they  had  journeyed  from  afar 
off,  or  had  their  permanent  habitation  here,  assisted,  in  such 
generous  numbers,  in  making  the  processional  portion  ot  the 
day's  exercises  such  a  charming  and  unqualified  success. 


JEWISH   CEMETERY. 


LANDS   END. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


THE    EXERCISES    AT    THE    TENT. 

The  two  hours  march  had  sharpened  the  appetites  of  those 
who  went  to  make  up  the  procession,  and  but  little  wonder 
was  expressed,  therefore,  at  the  onslaught,  made  in  all  quar- 
ters of  the  monster  tent,  upon  the  choice  viands  which  the 
liberality  of  the  public  and  the  skill  of  the  caterer  had  pro- 
vided. The  arrangements  appeared  to  satisfy  even  those  who 
were  most  critically  inclined,  and  the  knowledge  of  that  fact 
brought  a  large  measure  of  satisfaction  to  every  member  of  the 
Re-Union  Committee,  and  particularly  to  those  who  were 
specially  delegated  to  look  after  the  tent  and  the  collation. 

As  soon  as  the  last  delegation  was  seated,  and  the  eminent 
guests  and  Committee  had  taken  their  places  on  the  raised 
platform,  the  commanding  voice  of  Chairman  Waters  was 
heard  addressing  the  vast  multitude  as  follows  : 

CHAIHMAN    waters'    REMARKS. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : — 

The  Re-Union  Day  has  arrived  ami  wc  arc  not  only  blest  with 
beautiful  weather  to  assist  us  in  enjoying  it,  but  we  are  blest  with 
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an  immense  attendance  of  returned  Sons  and  Daughters,  which, 
more  than  anything  else  possibly  could,  well  repays  the  Committee 
for  any  labor  they  may  have  performed,  or  any  anxiety  they  may 
have  experienced,  in  their  eftbrts  to  make  the  occasion  the  pleasant 
success  which  we  now  believe  it  to  be. 

It  is  proper  that  an  official  welcome  should  be  extended  to  the 
returned  Sons  and  Daughters,  and  I  therefore  beg  to  introduce  His 
Honor,  Mayor  Franklin,  who  will  now  addi-ess  you. 

When  the  applause  which  greeted  the  conclusion  of  Chair- 
man Waters'  pleasant  words  had  subsided,  the  Mayor  arose 
and  was  most  cordially  received.  He  delivered  the  follow- 
ing address  : 

MAYOR    franklin's    WELCOMING    WORDS. 

Returned  Sons  and  Daiighters : — 

I  greet  you,  and  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  people  of  Newport 
bid  you  a  hearty  and  cordial  welcome  to  our  old  City-by-the-sea. 
I  welcome  you  to  the  place  of  your  nativity,  and  of  your  childhood 
days,  the  dearest  spot  on  earth — Home. 

Such  is  the  patriot's  boast,  where'er  we  roam. 
His  first,  best  country,  ever  is  at  home. 

The  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Newport  are  scattered  far  and  wide, 
not  only  in  our  own  country,  but  also  in  foreign  lands,  and,  wherever 
they  have  settled,  have  received  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  they  have  associated.  To-da}  ,  many,  unable  to  be  present  on 
this  festive  occasion,  are  looking  with  anxious  eyes  to  Newport,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  their  liearts  are  overflowing  with  love  for  those  at 
home,  and  beating  with  pride,  in  unison  with  our  own,  that  they  are 
numbered  with  those  who  claim  this  City  as  their  birthplace. 

How  interesting  this  occasion  !  On  this  anniversary  day,  which 
is  held  sacred  by  every  true  American,  we  are  assembled  at  a  family 
gathering.  Some  of  you  are  in  the  prime  of  life,  others  at  its 
meridian,  and  not  a  few  have  arrived  at  a  ripe  old  age,  even  beyond 
three  score  and  ten.  You  have  come  to  the  old  hearthstones  to 
renew  your  fealty  to  the  spot  that  gave  you  birth.  How  rapid  is  the 
flight  of  time  !  A  quarter  of  a  century  has  passed  since  the  first  Re- 
Union.  Some  of  you  were  present  then,  others  can  hardly  recall  the 
scenes  and  festivities  of  that  day.  No  one  can  imagine  your 
thoughts,  neither  can  pen  describe  your  emotions,  as  you  stand  again, 
after  these  years,  on  your  native  soil.  Change  is  written  on  all 
around,  yet  there  is  sufficient  of  old   Newport    to    remind    you    of 
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former  years.  The  waves  of  the  ocean  roll  on  our  beach,  and  dash 
their  spray  along  our  rock-bound  coast.  The  old  Stone  Mill,  the 
subject  of  so  much  controversy,  remains  unchanged.  The  spire  of 
Trinity  Church  still  points  heavenward,  and  the  interior  arrange- 
ments of  that  venerable  edifice  remind  us  of  days  of  yore.  Some  of 
the  friends  and  playmates  of  your  early  days  arc  here,  but  many, 
and,  alas,  the  larger  lumiber,  have  passed  to  the  great  beyond.  Their 
remains  lay  in  the  silent  city  of  the  dead,  and  the  chiseled  mar1)le 
marks  their  quiet  resting  place.  Many  of  the  pleasant  fields,  wdiere 
in  bovliood  we  engaged  in  youthful  sports,  are  covered  with  elegant 
and  costly  dwellings.  Wealtli,  art,  and  culture  have  added  to  our 
natural  attractions,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  present  reputation 
of  our  City. 

To  the  old  and  the  new,  I  welcome  you.  When,  in  the  years  to 
come,  your  thoughts  return  to  tliis  day,  ma}-  the  memories  thereof 
be  pleasant,  and  may  each  one 

Deem  his  own  land  of  every  land  the  pride, 

Beloved  by  Heaven  o'er  all  the  world  beside; 

His  home  the  spot  of  earth  supremely  blest, 

A  dearer,  sweeter  spot  than  all  the  rest. 

Before  the  speaker  resumed  his  seat  he  invited  the  Rev. 
George  J.  Magill,  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  to  invoke  the 
Divine  blessing.  The  distinguished  theologian  prayed  earn- 
estly for  a  blessing  to  rest  on  the  day  and  the  occasion,  and  in 
most  inspiring  words  thanked  the  Creator  for  all  His  meixies. 

All  had  become  hushed  at  the  opening  of  the  prayer,  but 
at  its  close  rose,  louder  than  ever,  the  suggestive,  tinkling 
music  of  plate  and  spoon.  Later  arose  the  more  inspiring 
strains  from  life  and  drum,  cornet  and  flute,  as  the  feast  con- 
tinued, from  the  various  bands  present.  Grand,  indeed,  was 
the  sight  of  this  immense  assemblage  engaged  in  feasting  and 
rejoicing ;  but,  grander  still  was  that  when  the  thrilling, 
heartfelt  words  of  the  speakers  roused  the  eager,  enthusiastic 
auditors,  as  they  crowded  near  to  catch  the  eloquent  sentences, 
to  express  their  delight  in  bursts  of  the  most  rapturous  applause. 

When,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  meal,  comparative  quiet 
reigned.  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  once  more  arose  and  said  it 
was  his  pleasing  duty  to  introduce  to  them,  as  Toastmaster 
for  the  auspicious  occasion,   a  gentleman  whose  mind   well 
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fitted  him  to  successful!}-  perform  the  duties  incident  to  such 
an  honorable  position.  He  presented  Colonel  William  A. 
Stedman,  whose  reception  by  the  assembled  multitude  must 
have  been  most  gratifying  to  that  gentleman. 

The  Toastmaster  at  once  assumed  the  position  to  which  he 
had  been  assigned  by  the  Committee.  The  admirably 
worded  toasts  and  sentiments  he  had  prepared,  and  the  felici- 
tous manner  in  which  he  introduced  each  speaker,  left  a  most 
charming  impression  upon  every  one  whose  good  fortune  it 
was  to  be  present. 

THE    TOASTMASTEr's    OPENING    REMARKS. 

To  begin  these  exercises  properly  upon  this  day  our  hearts  should 
overleap  the  boundaries  of  municipality  and  State  and  pay  the  tribute 
of  loval  devotion  to  our  common  country,  its  glorious  institutions,  and 
its  government.  To  increase,  if  possible,  tlie  fervor  of  the  tribute,  I 
wilt  r.sk  the  Secretary,  Mr.  F.  G.  Harris,  whose  executive  ability, 
unceasiiK'-  energy,  hearty  de\otion  antl  unciuenchalile  enthusiasm 
have  made  a  large  measure  of  to-day's  success,  to  read  a  letter  which 
he  lias  received  from  President  Arthur,  and  also  letters  from  Senators 
Anthony  and  Aklricli,  Representatives  Chace  and  Spooner,  and 
our  nation's  historian,  the  venerable  George  Bancroft. 
The  Secretary  read  as  follows  : 

PRESIDENT  Arthur's  reply. 
Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  June  26,  1SS4. 

Afy  Dear  Sir: — 

The  President  has  received  your  favor  of  the  33d  instant  with 
inclosure  extending  to  him,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  having 
the  matter  in  charge,  an  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  contemplated 
Re-Union,  on  the  Fourth  of  July  next,  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of 

Newport. 

It  would  give  the  President  much  pleasure  to  visit  Newport  at  the 
time  named,  and  to  participate  in  the  festivities  of  this  interesting 
occasion,  but  he  regrets  that  his  official  engagements  will  deny  him 

that  privilege. 

Expressing  the  President's  thanks  for  the  courtesy  of  the  invita- 
tion, and  his  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  gathering,  I  am 
Very  truly  yours, 

Fred.    J.   Piiii.T-IPS,  Private  Secretary. 
Frank  G.  Harris,  Esq.,  Secretary,  etc. 
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SENATOR    AXTirONV's    RESPONSE. 

Pro\idence,  K.  I..  June  19,  1SS4. 

lify  Dear  Sir: — 

I  liave  yours  of  the  i^lh,  conveviii<j:  the  kind  invitation  for 
me  to  pailicipate  in  the  Re-L^nion  of  the  .Sons  ami  DauLjhters  of 
Newport,  and  have  l)een  trvinj^  to  persuade  myself  e\  er  since  that 
I  could  accept  the  same  ;  hut  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
I  must  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  taking-  part  in  so  intei-estin^-  an 
occasion. 

A  century  and  a  half  ar;o.  Newport  was  the  chief  seat  of  polite 
society  in  x^merica  ;  its  matchless  harbor  was  crowded  with  ship- 
pi  n<^  ;  it  was  an  imjiortant  naval  rendezvous  of  the  mother  country  ; 
it  ri\alled  New  York  in  commerce.  Wealth  and  foreign  intercourse 
hrouuht  a  detrree  of  culture  anil  refinement  hardly  known  in  the 
other  colonies.  '■  Townsend's  Tavern,"  its  principal  hostelry,  was 
renowned  throui^hout  the  North  American  Continent  and  the  West 
Indies.  In  its  great  chamber,  the  Governor  of  the  State,  when  not  a 
resident  of  Newport,  has  slept  on  Election  night,  for  an  hundred 
successive  years.  I  well  remember  the  burly  form  and  honest,-  mas- 
sive face  of  the  last  landlord  of  the  name — I  believe  he  was  the  last, 
though  he  may  have  had  a  successor.  It  was  especially  famous  for 
its  tautog,  which  was  cooked  in  its  kitchen  with  marvellous  excel- 
lence. It  used  to  be  said  that  when  the  traveller  rode  up  to  its  hos- 
pitable door,  the  servant  who  took  his  bridle  while  he  dismounted, 
would  say,  "will  you  have  it  biled  or  l)riled.^"  I  fear  that  your 
modern  French  cookery  has  spoiled  the  tautog  ;  and  with  all  the 
new-fangled  sauces  and  condiments,  displacing  the  simple  melted 
butter,  seasoned  with  salt,  pepper  and  parsley,  has  destroyed  the 
honest  old  Rhode  Island  flavor  of  tautog.  and  has  reduced  it  to  the 
level  of  the  sheepshead,  the  Spanish  mackerel,  the  salmon,  and 
other  ordinary  denizens  of  the  deep.  I  l(X)k  forward  to  the  time 
when  the  unequalled  facilities  of  your  harbor  for  a  naval  station  and 
for  commercial  purposes  shall  be  appreciated  and  employed  ;  when 
its  wharves  shall  again  be  crowded  with  foreign  shipping,  and  piled 
high  with  the  products  of  every  clime;  wlien  the  flag  of  our  country 
shall  float  from  the  masts  of  a  score  of  public  vessels  anchored  in  the 
waters  that  spread  before  the  ancient  capital  of  the  State  and  lave  the 
feet  of  the  fair  queen  of  the  Narragansett ;  and,  thus,  uniting  trade 
and  commerce  and  the  na\al  service  to  tlie  attractions  of  nature,  and 
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the  homes  of  comfort  and  hixury  to  the  warehouses  of  traffic,   the 
City  shall  more  than  resume  her  former  commercial  importance,  and 
enter  upon  a  new  career  of  prosperity  and  greatness. 
With  great  respect, 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

H.  B.  Anthony. 

P'rank  G.  Harris,  Escl.,  Secretary. 

FROM    SENATOR    ALDRICH. 

Senate  Chamber,  Washington,  June  30,  1S84. 

Dear  Sir: — 

I  have  delayed  responding  to  your  very  kind  invitation  in  behalf  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Re-Union  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  New- 
port for  the  Fourth  of  July  proximo,  hoping  that  I  might  be  able  to 
accept.  The  probability  of  a  final  adjournment  of  Congress  at 
the  close  of  the  week  renders  it  necessary  that  I  should  remain  in 
Washington    in    the    discharge    of    my    public    duties    at    the    date 

named. 

With  thanks  for  your  kindness,  and  best  wishes  for  the  success  of 

your  Re-Union, 

I  am,  very  truly  yours. 

Nelson  W.  Ai.drich. 
Mr.  Frank  G.  Harris,  Secretary,  etc., 
Newport,  R.  I. 

CONGRESSMAN  CHACE'S    ANSWER. 

House  of  Representatives,  | 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  14,  1SS4.  j 

Frank  G.  Harris,  Secretary,  etc. 

Respected  Friend : — 

I  have  thy  letter  of  the  13th,  inviting  me  to  be  present  and  respond 
to  the  sentiment,  '' Our  Representatives  in  Congress,"  at  your  Re- 
Union  the  4th  proximo.  Thanking  your  Association  for  the  invita- 
tion, I  am  obliged  to  decline,  as  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  in  Newport 
at  that  time. 

Very  sincerely, 

J.  Chace. 
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CONGRESSMAN    SPOONER's    REGRETS. 

House  of  Rei'resentativks,    ) 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  18,  18S4.  j 

Frank  G.  Harris,  Esq^.,  Secretary  of  Committee, 

Newport. 

J/y   Dear  Sir: — 

I  rcii^rcl  lliat  iin  piiMic  tkilics.  w  hicli  (k'luaiul  inv  contimied  pres- 
ence liere,  prexent  mv  acceptiuice  ot"  the  kiiul  invitation  of  your 
Committee,  and  forliid  me  tlie  hope  of  being  able  to  participate 
with  my  Newport  friends  in  their  Re-Union  of  the  Fourth  of  July 
next. 

With  most  cordial  wishes  for  the  enjox  nient  of  the  Suns  and 
Daughters  of  Newport  in  the  attractions  which  their  ancient  City  so 
abundantly  affords,  and  in  the  pleasant  memories  which  the  occasion 
which  brings  them  together  must  revive,  and  with  thanks  to  your 
Committee  for  their  coiuteous  remembrance,  I  remain. 

Yours  sincerely, 

H.  J.  Spooner. 

HON.  GEO.  Bancroft's  eetter. 

Newport,  Rhode  Island.  July  3,  1SS4. 

J/)'  Dear  Sir: — 

Your  invitation  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  ceremonies  for  greet- 
ing the  emigrants  from  this  blessed  Island  on  their  visit  to  their  old 
home,  I  could  not  for  obvious  reasons  accept ;  but  I  join  in  the  hearty 
welcomes  with  which  you  meet  them  as  they  return  to  their  birth- 
place. They  find  the  Island  as  beautiful,  as  fertile,  and  as  green  as 
when  their  eyes  first  opened  upon  it.  Their  acceptance  of  our 
invitation  shows  that  they  deliglit  in  all  the  memories  that  make 
of  us  one  family. 

We  might  seem  to  have  a  right  to  complain  of  them  that  by  their 
emigration  they  have  deserted  us;  but  on  second  thought  we  are 
proud  that  they  have  gone  out  from  among  us,  for  wherever  they 
dwell,  thev  carry  the  principles  which  are  their  birthright,  the  \  in- 
dication of  freedom  of  mind,  the  equality  of  religious  faith,  courage, 
the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  even  of  adventure  on  sea  and  on  kind, 
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the  lo\e  of  country,  the  devoted  attachment  to  union,  the  affection  tor 
the  whole  family  of  man,  and  confidence  in  its  constant  advancement 
in  the  practice  of  liberty  and  justice. 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir. 
Faithfully  your  fellow  citizen  and  friend. 

Geo.   Bancroft. 

The  rei^ular  toast  list  was  now  in  order,  and  for  nearly 
three  hours  the  several  eminent  orators  held  the  rapt  atten- 
tion of  the  host  of  people  present.  The  toasts  and  the  re- 
plies, etc.,  are  given  herewith,  and  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  delivered. 


ANCIENT   DAYS. 


FIRST  REGULAR  TOAST. 

Our  Beloved  Little  State  of  Rhode  Island — She  fills  but  a  small 
space  on  the  country's  map,  but  the  deeds  of  her  Sons  in  field  and 
council  fill  a  large  space  in  the  country's  history. 

REPLY    OF    HIS    EXCELLENCY,  GOVERNOR  BOURN. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  be  with  you  to-day  and  join  in 
the  celebration  of  our  National  Anniversary  and  in  the  Re-Union  of 
the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Newport.  You  call  upon  me  to  respond 
for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  It  is  always  a  pleasant  duty  for  me 
to  respond  for  her  and  especialh-  to-day,  when  I  see  the  enthusiasm 
with  \yhich  the  people  of  Newport  have  celebrated  this  anniversary. 
It  is  unfortunately  becoming  somewhat  common,  especially  in  our 
larger  cities,  to  omit  public  celebrations  of  the  day,  and  to  leave  its 
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observance  almost  entirely  to  the  children.  It  cannot  be  that  we  are 
insensible  t(j  the  <^lorious  deeds  of  our  ancestors,  or  of  gratitude  to 
those  who  laid  the  foundations  of  our  government,  upon  which  so 
great  a  nation  has  arisen.  Let  the  day  for  all  time  l)e  celebrated  by 
the  ringing  of  bells,  the  firing  of  cannon,  and  liy  all  other  manifesta- 
tions of  joy,  and  let  those  of  mature  years  meet  together  to  recall  the 
events  that  led  to  the  Revolution,  the  trials  and  hardships  our  fathers 
endured  tluring  eight  years  of  warfare,  and  the  momentous  conse- 
quences that  have  resulted  from  our  separation  from  England.  So 
shall  the  love  of  our  country  be  kept  alive  and  perpetuated.  Our 
children  shall  receive  it  from  us,  and  transmit  it  unimpaired  to  pos- 
terity. I  had  always  been  taught  to  believe  that  the  destruction  of 
the  British  sloop  of  war  Gaspee,  by  citizens  of  Providence,  was  the 
first  overt  act  of  war  against  the  mother  country.  But  I  find  that 
years  before  that  time,  in  July  1764,  the  garrison  of  Fort  George,  at 
Newport,  by  command  of  two  magistrates  fired  upf)n  the  British 
vessel  of  war  St.  John.  What  the  consequences  of  this  attack  were 
history  does  not  relate,  but  we  learn  enough  to  kno\\'  that  at  that 
early  period  the  people  of  Newport  were  alive  to  theii-  lights,  and 
were  willing  to  defend  them  at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon.  We  can- 
not fully  realize  the  earnestness  with  which  the  Colonists  entered 
upon  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Along  series  of  disputes  with  Eng- 
land over  questions  in  which  they  took  a  vital  interest  had  forced 
them  to  take  common  ground  and  united  action  in  the  defence  of 
their  rights.  We  may  form  a  faint  idea  of  their  spirit  when  we  re- 
call the  fact,  that  the  dav  after  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexinsfton  was 
received  in  Providence,  a  thousand  well-armed  men  started  for  the 
scene  of  battle.  When  we  consider  that  the  population  of  the  colony 
was  less  than  60,000 ;  that  there  were  no  means  of  communication 
between  the  different  towns,  other  than  private  conveyances  ;  that  the 
peoj^le  of  the  State  \vere  comparatively  poor,  and  were  dependent  on 
Europe  for  their  arms,  ammunition,  and,  in  fact,  for  almost  every 
article  of  comfort  and  necessity  except  the  products  of  the  soil,  it 
indicates  that  a  most  decided  and  determined  spirit  penaded  the 
w  liole  people,  and  that  they  lived  in  constant  readiness  for  any 
emergency  of  war.  Could  we  to-day,  with  our  thickly  settled  pop- 
ulation, with  all  our  wealth  and  resources,  with  railroads  and  tele- 
graphs at  our  command,  muster  and  march  a  thousand  men  at  a 
shorter  notice?  In  all  the  conflicts  and  hardships  of  the  Revolution, 
from  Bunker  Hill  to  Yorktown,  our  State  bore  its  full  share.  We 
remember  with  pride  that  we  contributed  to  the  army  one  who,  iu 
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military  skill,  in  statesmanship  and  in  his  devoted  patriotism,  was 
second  only  to  Washington  himself,  who  by  his  skillful  generalship 
saved  our  armies  in  the  South  and  in  whom  Washington  at  all  times 
jjlaced  the  most  implicit  confidence — General  Nathaniel  Greene. 

As  we  suffered  with  our  sister  colonies  in  all  the  defeats,  in  all  the 
trials,  in  all  the  privations  of  the  Revolution,  so  we  claim  our  full 
share  in  all  its  glories. 

The  changes  that  have  taken  place  since  our  separation  from  the 
mother  country  have  been  indeed  marvellous.  From  a  few  colonists 
thinly  scattered  over  a  narrow  strip  of  countr}^  extending  from  Maine 
to  Georgia,  we  have  grown  to  be  a  nation  of  more  than  imperial 
dimensions,  larger  and  more  powerful  than  Rome  in  the  height  of 
her  glory.  Alexander  or  Csesar  never  dreamed  of  so  vast  an  em- 
pire. We  cannot  realize,  we  cannot  imagine,  the  eftect  upon  the 
destinies  of  the  world  of  planting  on  this  continent  so  large  and 
powerful  a  nation  of  free,  active,  intelligent  and  industrious  men. 
Nor  have  we  made  less  progress  in  the  sciences,  in  the  arts  or  in  manu- 
factures than  in  numbers  or  extent  of  territory.  As  we  review  the 
progress  of  the  past,  the  mind  fills  with  wonder  and  instinctively  asks 
what  will  be  accomplished  during  the  hundred  years  to  come?  We 
claim  to  have  given  to  the  world  railroads,  steamboats,  the  cotton- 
gin,  the  power-loom,  the  sewing  machine  and  the  rapid  printing 
press;  inventions  that  have  changed  the  entire  course  of  thought  and 
action  of  the  civilized  world.  Will  the  next  hundred  years  produce 
an  equal  advance  ?  We  almost  tremble  at  the  thought  that  a  propor- 
tionate advance  is  possible. 

This  land  promises  to  be  a  gathering  of  the  nations.  From  every 
land,  from  every  clime,  there  is  pouring  in  upon  us  an  ever-increas- 
ing tide  of  immigratioti.  Shall  we  go  on  increasing  in  power  and 
prosperity,  or  will  the  nation  split  into  fi-agments,  each  part  warring 
with  the  other?  What  will  be  the  tie  that  can  bind  together  in  one 
harmonious  whole  the  multitudes  that  may  gather  here?  I  answer, 
love  of  country,  fostered  by  laws  bearing  with  equal  justice  toward  all. 
Let  the  citizens  of  Rhode  Island  do  all  within  their  power  to  instill  into 
the  minds  of  their  children  a  love  of  their  country  above  all  other 
earthly  things,  and  especially  to  keep  alive  the  great  lessons  taught  us 
by  the  Revolution,  by  the  enthusiastic  celebration  of  this  anniversary. 

SECOND  REGULAR  TOAST. 

The  Judiciary  of  Rhode  Island — The  grand  traditions  of  the  el- 
ders are  nobly  sustained  by  their  successors. 
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CHIEF  JUSTICE  DURFEE's  ADDRESS. 

Mr.  President : — ' 

I  confess  that  I  have  experienced  some  sohcitude  since  I  learned 
that  you  were  going  to  call  on  nie  to  answer  for  the  judiciary,  to  know 
how  I  could  bring  the  judiciary  into  anv  suitable  relation  to  an  oc- 
casion of  festivity,  and  I  confess  that  hitherto  I  have  pondered  the 
problem  in  vain.  It  did  occur  to  me  that  perhaps  the  jutliciary  might 
be  used,  as  it  is  said  a  skeleton  was  used  at  ancient  feasts,  to  give  a 
finer  flavor  to  enjoyment  by  the  suggestion  of  its  opposite  ;  l)ut  tlie 
thought  is  evidently  too  far-fetched  to  be  accepted.  It  also  occurrctl 
to  me  that  in  the  old  Colonial  time,  for  more  than  eighty  years,  from 
1663  to  1747,  the  highest  Court  of  the  State  held  its  sessions  exclu- 
sivelv  at  Newport,  antl  litigants  from  all  quarters,  willing  or  unwill- 
ing, had  to  come  flocking  here  for  their  semi-annual  sup]ilies  of  jus- 
tice, and  that,  inasmuch  as  our  Supreme  Court  is  the  successor  of  the 
earlier  tribunal,  it  might  be  expected  of  me,  on  an  occasion  when  so 
many  fresher  and  more  fragrant  memories  spontaneously  suggest 
themselves,  that  I  would  revive  the  curious  forensic  history  of  that 
primitive  period.  But  the  thought  is  inadmissable  ;  for  who  would 
care  to  regale  himself  on  the  mouldy  crumbs  of  antiquarianism  at  so 
brilliant  a  festival  as  this  ?  And  then  a  thought  occurred  to  me,  which, 
I  confess,, rather  alarmed  me,  for  it  occurred  to  me,  that  the  man  who 
should  undertake  to  answer  for  the  judiciary  might  have  a  good  deal 
to  answer  for.  My  friend,  the  late  Judge  Potter,  used  to  say  in  re- 
gard to  one  part  of  our  jurisdiction,  that  the  judge  who  granted  a  di- 
vorce was  prettv  sure  to  make  at  least  two  people  happy  and  possibly 
four.  I>ut  such  a  profusion  of  felicity  is  not  the  usual  result  of  a  ju- 
dicial decision.  Generally  a  judge  cannot  gratify  one  party  without 
disappointing  the  other,  and  since  disappointment  is  far  keener  and 
more  durable  than  delight,  I  am  afraid  that  if  I  had  to  answer  for 
the  judiciary  to  my  friends  who  have  lost,  as  well  as  to  those  who 
have  won  their  causes,  I  might  find  myself  in  a  very  sorry  lous- 
iness, most  unmeet  for  the  day,  I  am  sure  you  do  not  want  to  en- 
gage me  in  it.  Another  thought,  however,  has  come  to  me,  which,  if 
not  appropriate,  is  at  least,  it  seems  to  mc,  not  inappropriate  to  this 
or  any  time.  The  judiciary  is  the  balance  wheel  in  the  mechanism  of 
the  State.  Its  action,  noiseless  but  incessant,  keeps  the  other  parts  in 
harmony.  It  is  destitute  of  the  pomp  and  trappings  which  captivate 
the  uKun-,  but  nevertheless  it  is  the  most  benelicient  of  civil  forces, 
for  not  only  does  it  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  State  and  enforce 
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the  law  between  party  and  party,  but  continually  out  of  the  common 
facts  of  private  controversy,  out  of  the  selfish  strife  and  struggle  and 
tedious  travail  of  litigation,  it  educes  tlie  general  rules  and  maxims 
of  order  and  justice  and  freedom  and  property,  which  are  the  very 
bulwarks  and  stepping-stones  of  civilization.  The  measure  of  its 
influence  is  to  be  sought  not  so  much  in  the  positive  good  which  it  ac- 
complishes, however  great  that  may  be,  as  in  the  possible  evil  which 
it  prevents.  Abolish  it  and  you  convert  the  State  at  once  into  a  pan- 
demonium of  luiruly  and  ravenous  passions.  The  Sons  and  Daughters 
of  Newport  owe  it  to  the  judiciary  that  they  can  meet  here  to-day  in 
freedom  and  secvu'ity.  And  therefore  I  venture  to  bespeak  for  it 
their  reverential  regard.  The  judges  may  be,  indeed  they  needs 
must  be,  fallible  and  fliulty  men  ;  but  the  institution  is  always  august 
and  venei'abje,  for  always  in  it  the  law,  which  is  the  formulated 
conscience  of  the  State,  finds  its  most  vital  and  efficacious  em- 
bodiment. 

Mr.  President — I  have  said  enough  to  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of 
Newport  about  the  judiciarv.  I  want  to  say  a  word  more,  however, 
for  I  want  to  congratulate  them  on  their  festival.  I  am  not  a  son  of 
Newport,  but  I  can  understand  with  what  pride  and  pleasure  the  na- 
tive Newporter,  elsewhere  residing,  returns  to  this  happy  home  of 
his  childhood,  to  this  charming  City  by  the  sea.  I  can-  imagine 
with  what  delight  he  wanders  through  its  quaint  and  storied  streets, 
remembering  its  eventful  history,  or  recalling  its  romantic  traditions 
of  by-gone  beauty  and  chivall■^'.  I  can  follow  him  in  fancy  from 
place  to  place,  along  the  ways  where  Berkeley  mused,  and  Channing 
meditated,  and  Perry  fed  his  young  heart  on  heroic  dreams,  still  on- 
ward, through  that  new^er  Newport  so  lavishly  adorned  by  modern 
wealth  and  fashion,  to  the  beetling  Cliffs,  from  which  he  can  behold 
the  blending  beauty  of  sea  and  sky  and  listen  to  the  mysterious  music 
of  the  billows.  Fortunate  the  man  or  the  woman  whose  youth  has 
been  spent  among  such  scenes,  and  doubl}'  fortunate  they,  who,  re- 
visiting them  to-day,  can  here  revive  their  former  associations,  and, 
participating  in  this  pleasant  Re-Union,  refresh  themselves  anew  at 
the  old  fountains  of  feeling  and  affection. 

THIRD    REGULAR    TOAST. 

Brozvfi  University — The  worthy  crown  of  our  educational  insti- 
tutions. She  inspires  to  better  methods  and  higher  aims  in  oiu^ 
schools,  and  offers  the  rewards  of  her  treasures  of  learning. 
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PRESIDENT     ROBINSON'  S    SPEECH. 


This  occasion  has  ])ccn  announced,  I  l)cHcve,  as  a  Re-Union  of  tlie 
Sons  and  Daughters  of  Newport.  Brown  University,  or  Rhode 
Ishmd  College,  as  it  was  first  christened,  was  certainly  born  at  New- 
port, and  is.  therefore,  one  of  the  daughters  of  your  beautiful  City. 
]>ut  she  was  sent  immediately  at  her  birth  to  be  nursed  under  the 
rural  skies  of  the  neighboring  town  of  Warren.  When  four  years  of 
age,  the  question  was  raised  :  shall  she  be  brought  home  to  be 
trained,  or  sent  elsewhere?  it  was  no  easy  question  for  the  god- 
fathers of  the  child  to  answer.  Long  and  eagerly  did  they  discuss 
it.  Faint  echoes  of  their  eager  words  still  linger.  It  was  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  pounds— not  pounds  avoirdupois,  but  pounds  sterl- 
ing— that  turned  the  scale.  Newport  was  willing  to  stake  £4000  to 
start  the  child  in  life,  and  Providence  was  ready  to  stake  £4280,  and 
this  Newport  child  was  taken  forth  to  be  reared  to  womanhood  and 
to  become  the  fair  mother  of  children  at  Providence.  And  now,  (mic 
hundred  and  fifteen  years  after  the  memorable  discussion  referred  to, 
when  she  was  taken  away  at  tlie  tender  age  of  four,  Rhode  Island  Col- 
lege, re-christened  Brown  University,  comes  back,  for  the  first  time, 
so  far  as  I  know,  to  rejoice  and  to  greet  and  be  greeted  in  the  place 
of  her  birth. 

The  time  and  the  place  of  the  birth  of  the  Rhode  Island  College 
are  both  of  them  note-worthy.  Observe  the  time.  About  thirty- 
three  years  had  elapsed  since  the  famous  Dean  Berkeley  left  Newport 
to  return  to  England.  For  ncarlv  three  years  the  Dean  had  been 
here  diligently  incubating  his  idea,  and  a  queer  one  it  was,  of  estab- 
lisliing  a  great  college,  a  sort  of  Dublin  University,  at  the  island  of 
Bermuda,  one  of  a  cluster  of  little  low-lying  islands  out  in  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean  more  than  six  hundred  miles  from  the  nearest  point  on  our 
coast.  But  a  college  or  a  university  was  Berkeley's  one  absorliing 
thought.  Doubtless  it  was  a  frequent  su])jectof  remark  in  the  Philo- 
sophical vSociety  which  he  was  instrumental  in  founding  in  this  old 
tovvn  of  Newport.  When,  therefore.  James  Manning,  the  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  College,  landing  at  Newport,  proposed  the  idea  of  a  Rhode 
Island  College,  the  leading  citizens  of  Newport  were  all  ready  to  en- 
tertain it  and  give  it  practical  form.  To  the  unconscious  iuHuence 
of  l'>erkeley  was  doubtless  due  the  readiness  with  which  the  project 
of  a  college  was  first  received.  It  is  with  honest  pride  that  ^'ale 
College  i^reserves  the  generous  tokens  of  the  noble  Dean's  good  will, 
and  with  not  less  reasoning  Brown  University  cherishes  his  memory 
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for  his  good  influence,   however  unintentional  it  may  have  been,  in 
preparing  the  w^ay  for  itself  to  come  into  being. 

But  the  place  of  the  birth  of  Brown  University  is  no  less  worthy 
of  note  than  the  time.  Rhode  Island  was  the  sole  civilized  spot  on 
earth  wdiere  perfect  religious  freedom  then  had  existence.  There  at 
that  time  w^as  not  a  college  in  America  at  which  religious  and  eccle- 
siastical tests  were  not  applied  to  both  students  and  professors.  The 
founders  of  the  College  of  Rhode  Island  were  men  who  were  not 
content  to  be  merely  tolerated  by  any  body  or  anywhere.  They  de- 
manded as  an  inalienable  right  given  of  God  that  conscience  in  all 
matters  of  religion  should  be  absolutely  free.  That  right  Rhode 
Island  had  proclaimed  to  all  the  world,  and  was  then  maintaining 
and  was  resolved  to  maintain  at  any  hazard.  A  recognition  of  that 
right  was  distinctly  wrought  into  the  College  charter  and  in  any  act 
and  year  of  the  College  has  been  UK^st  scrupulously  maintained. 

It  was  a  novel  state  of  society  that  met  Berkeley's  eye  when  he 
landed  here  some  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  and  it  is  an  amusing 
picture  that  he  gives  in  one  of  his  letters  of  what  he  saw.  vSpecimens 
of  every  species  of  religious  idiosyncracy  then  known  among  men 
had  congregated  here,  and  yet  all  were  living  in  relations  the  most 
neighborly  and  amicable.  Practical  recognition  of  the  rights  of  con- 
science harmed  nobody  then,  and  throughout  our  land  harms  nobody 
now.  Towards  this  practical  recognition  throughout  the  land  Brown 
University  has  done  its  share  of  service. 

But  Newport  entertained  at  the  beginning,  and  entertains  to-day, 
certain  immediate  personal  relations  to  Brown  University,  and  the 
first  pupil  of  the  college,  and  for  more  tlian  three-cjuarters  of  a  year 
its  only  pupil,  was  a  Newport  boy.  That  boy,  for  many  years  after- 
wards a  professor  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  was  the  Rev. 
William  Rogers.  A  descendant  of  his  founded  in  Brown  University 
the  Newport  Rogers  Professorship  of  Chemistry,  the  Rogers  High 
School,  of  Newport,  and  also  the  Newport  scholarship  and  the 
Rogers  Pligh  .School  scholarship  in  Brown  University.  These  are 
personal  relations  between  the  college  and  this  City  which  we  may 
believe  would  never  have  existed  had  not  Brown  University  been 
one  of  the  daughters  of  Newport,  and  they  are  relations  which  it  is 
fittinsr  we  should  remember  to-dav. 

And  the  history  of  Brown  University  in  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty  years  of  existence — now  one  of  the  oldest  of  Newport's  sur- 
\iving  daughters — has  been  one  of  which  no  son  of  Newport  need  be 
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asliamctl.  For  the  record  of  her  sons  in  the  councils  of  tlie  nation 
there  need  he  no  l)hishing.  The  record  of  her  sons — of  her  iivin!^ 
sons — in  our  foremost  institutions  of  learnin<j^,  Andover,  Princeton, 
Yale  and  Harvard,  in  tlie  courts  and  the  pulpits  of  the  country,  tells 
its  own  story. 

Brown  University  cannot  boast  so  lars^e  a  family  as  some  of  her 
sisters  in  tlie  nei<^hl)orin<i^  States.  But  it  is  not  always  the  largest 
households,  von  know,  that  are  the  best  bred.  Brown  is  an  anxious 
and  a  prudent  mother.  She  cares  much  more  about  the  character 
than  the  ninnber  of  her  sons.  vShe  will  toleiale  no  idlers  among 
tliem.  and  the  \icious.  \\  hen  fountl  incorrigible,  she  casts  out.  Her 
doors  stand  e\er  (jpen  that  tlie  worth\'  ma\'  enter,  but  she  cares  to  re- 
ceive and  to  retain  none  who  cannot  go  out  from  her  better  fitted  for 
the  duties  of  life  than  when  they  enter. 

FOURTH  REGULAR  TOAST. 

The  Early  History  of  Rhode  Island — \Vc  owe  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude lo  the  earnest  devotion  and  loving  care  which  has  rescuetl  so 
much  of  it  from  threatened  oblivion. 

HON.  WM.  P.  Sheffield's  response. 

If  the  importance  of  a  State  is  to  be  determined  by  the  acres  em- 
braced ^vithin  its  territory,  or  even  bv  the  number  of  its  people, 
Rhode  Island  is  entitled  to  but  little  consideration.  But  if  associa- 
tion with  historical  events  which  tend  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  human  family,  and  the  achievements  of  its  inhabitants  go  to  make 
up  the  character  and  standing  of  a  State,  Rhode  Island  has  a  right 
to  claim  a  })lace  abreast  of  the  foremost  States  of  ancient  or  modern 
times. 

Henrv  VIII  revolted  against  the  See  of  Rome  because  the  latter 
would  not  grant  him  an  unjust  divorce  from  Catharine  of  Arragon, 
and  not  because  of  anv  corruption  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  The 
King  of  England  then  set  himself  up  to  be  Pope  in  his  own  empire. 
Edward  VI  more  coveted  the  title  of  '•'defender  of  the  faith"  than 
any  of  his  royalties.  The  masculine  Eli/,a])eth  had  her  Parliament 
make  revolt  against  the  Church  treason  to  the  State.  Christian- 
ity was  but  a  minor  element  in  the  ambitious  contentions  of  the  time 
about  creeds.  The  Puritans  revolted  against  the  corruptions  of  the 
Church,  but.  unhappily,  retained  the  idea  of  State  control  ot  the  re- 
ligion of  the  people  ;  against  this  control  the  founders  of  Rhode 
Island  protested. 
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Ann  Hutchinson,  the  wife  of  William  Hutchinson,  a  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  John  Mowbray,  of  London,  and  a  grandniece  of  John  Dry- 
den,  the  poet,  resided  in  Boston.  She  was  a  woman  of  intellectual 
vigor,  of  clear  perceptions  of  theological  distinctions,  and  of  strong 
personal  attractions.  She  had  conceived  that  the  Rev.  John  Cotton 
preached  more  strongly  a  covenant  of  grace  than  did  the  other  minis- 
•ters  of  Massachusetts,  and  evidently  she  more  favoi'ed  the  idea  that 
salvation  was  to  be  obtained  by  grace  than  by  works  ;  that  men  were 
to  be  judged  by  what  they  were,  rather  than  by  what  they  did  ;  by 
their  motives  for  action  rather  than  by  their  acts.  For  the  expression 
of  this  belief  she  was  tried,  condemned  and  exiled.  Her  brother-in- 
law,  John  Wheelwright,  who  had  been  the  classmate  in  college  of 
Oliver  Cromwell,  had  espoused  the  dogmas  of  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  and 
he  had  been  censured.  Men  in  Boston  protested  against  the  injustice 
of  the  sentence  and  the  censure,  and  the  protestants  were  exiled,  and 
some  of  them  became  the  founders  of  Rhode  Island.  Here  these 
men  abandoned  the  practices  of  all  the  past,  rolled  back  the  tide  of 
ti'adition,  and  boldly  struck  for  the  freedom  of  the  soul  from  the  con- 
trol of  the  State  ;  for  the  emancipation  of  mind  and  thought  from 
the  civil  law.  In  this  they  earned  the  gratitude  and  approval  of  the 
human  race,  and  anticipated  the  favorable  judgment  of  the  world. 

The  early  settlers  of  Rhode  Island  were  no  less  the  founders,  of  civil 
than  of  religious  liberty.  The  founders  of  Rhode  Island  left  Massa- 
chusetts under  the  condemnation  of  unjust  judgments,  and  the  anath- 
emas of  Massachusetts  pulpits  followed  them  into  exile.  Crom- 
well, when  became  mto  power,  applauded  the  conduct  of  the  Colony 
which  had  driven  our  fathei^s  out  of  Massachusetts.  In  Massachu- 
setts they  had  a  royal  Governor,  and  no  man  could  vote  who  had  not 
been  admitted  to  the  Church. 

In  Rhode  Island,  under  the  charter  of  1643,  they  resolved  that 
their  government  was  Democratical,  and  capitalized  every  letter  in 
the  word  to  give  emphasis  to  their  expression,  and  they  defined  the 
term  to  mean  that  *•'  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  body  of  the  freemen 
orderly  assembled,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  make  or  constitute 
just  laws  by  which  they  would  be  regulated,  and  to  depute  from 
among  themselves  such  ministers  as  should  see  them  faithfully  exe- 
cuted between  man  and  man." 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  body  of  laws  framed  under  this 
charter  in  1647,  were,  at  the  time  they  were  atlopted,  far  in  advance 
of  any  code  of  civil  laws  then  in  force  in  Christendom. 
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I  have  recently  read  a  letter,  written  in  1659  by  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  this  Colony  to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  appealin<^ 
to  him  to  save  the  life  of  his  wife,  which,  the  copyist  says,  after  the 
lapse  of  two  centuries  is  yet  stained  witii  the  husband's  tears.  This 
letter  suggests  some  of  the  trials  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  Island, 
and  has  awakened  in  mc  an  increased  interest  in  their  history. 

The  virtues  are  taught  in  a  Spartan  school ;  coarse  fare  and  hard 
usage  are  necessary  to  the  highest  development  of  character.  The 
founders  of  Rhode  Island  learned  to  j^ractice  self-reliance,  and  the 
love  of  liberty  under  the  iron  rule  whicii  controlled  EiiLrlish  non- 
conformists,  and  in  the  iiard  school  of  colonial  Massachusetts.  The 
cropping  of  ears,  the  three-cord  flagellations,  the  imprisonment,  the 
chains  and  banishments  to  which  they  were  sul)jected.  nm\  the  sul)- 
sequent  hanging  of  one  of  their  number,  were  each  a  part  of  the  hard 
discipline  to  which  they  were  subjected,  and  out  of  which  thev 
evolved  their  ideas  of  the  equality  of  men.  and  the  eciualitv  of  what  is 
now  known  as  civil  rights. 

It  was  not  Massachusetts  ak)ne  that  thus  aided  our  fathers  in  de- 
veloping the  great  principles  of  human  liberty  and  individual  respcjn- 
sil)ility,  but  the  colonies  of  Plymouth  and  Connecticut  each  contrib- 
uted in  kind  their  share  to  this  great  result. 

The  Puritans  and  Pilgrims,  the  schoolmasters  of  tlie  settlers  of 
Rhode  Island,  were  pioneers  in  the  cause  of  human  libert\  up  to 
the  settlement  of  the  Rhode  Island  colony.  They  st(K)d  in  the  ft)re- 
ground  of  the  civilization  of  the  age  in  whicli  they  lived,  but  tiiey 
lived  and  walked  in  the  dim  light  of  the  dawn  of  another  age,  and 
fought  valiantly  in  defence  of  their  own  rights,  and  fouirht  as  val- 
iantly  to  suppress  the  rights  of  others.  And  when  the  great  idea  of 
the  e([ualitv  of  the  rights  of  men  in  the  forum  of  conscience  and  law 
burst  upon  them,  its  eftect  was  so  overpowering  that  thev  became 
possessed  with  the  lieliefthat  they  were  its  discoverers,  anil  their  de- 
scendants in  a  large  measure  hold  to  this  fallac}'.  Notably  they 
hold  up  the  Boston  tea  party,  and  refer  to  Lexington  and  Concord 
as  initial  points  in  the  American  Revolution,  and  appear  never  to 
have  heard  of  the  destruction  of  the  Liberty  and  the  Gaspee,  and  of 
taking  of  forty  cannons  from  Fort  George  in  the  harbor  of  Newport 
from  under  the  guns  of  the  King's  ships,  by  order  of  the  Legislature 
of  Rhode  Island,  for  the  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the 
Colony  against  the  power  of  the  British  Crown,  five  months  before 
April  19,  1775. 
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The  settlers  of  Rhode  Island  had  scarcely  plowed  their  first  field 
when  they  began  to  prepare  pipe  staves  to  be  sent  to  the  West  Indies. 
Commerce,  thns  began,  expanded  until  its  canvas  whitened  every 
sea,  and  its  commodities  embi'aced  the  products  of  every  clime  ;  a 
commerce  which  they  eventually  offered  up  as  a  sacrifice  upon  the 
altar  of  their  country.  Their  descendants  followed  the  fortunes  of 
their  countrymen  over  the  American  possessions  to  take  part  in  every 
battlefield,  and  shared  with  them  the  toil,  hardships,  and  sufferings 
of  every  campaign.  In  science,  art,  and  useful  industry,  they  have 
kept  pace  with  other  peoples.  Claggett,  Waterhouse,  Feke,  Stuart, 
Malbone,  Allstone  and  Staigg,  representatives  of  science  and  the 
arts.  Admirals  Wager  and  the  two  Brentons  were  given  to  the  Brit- 
ish navy,  and  Fones  and  Perry  to  our  own  navy,  for  the  character  of 
Perry  was  formed  in  Newport,  though  he  was  born  elsewhere. 
Hopkins,  Stiles,  Channing,  and  Brooks  were  identified  with  New- 
port and  here  did  much  for  the  philosophy  and  literature  of  their 
country. 

Now,  it  remains  for  the  present  and  future  generations,  with  their 
increased  advantages,  to  see  that  no  shame  comes  to  the  past,  to  do 
their  part  to  carry  foi'ward  the  work  of  civilization  and  advancement 
of  the  human  race  in  the  foreground  of  the  march  of  nations  and 
states  towards  a  perfect  felicity. 

The  following  poetic  contribution  from  Mrs.  Julia  Ward 
Howe,  welcoming  back  the  Sons  and  Daughters,  was  then 
read  by  the  Secretary  : 

A  SONG  FOR  Newport's  festival,  july  4,   1884. 

Our  city's  the  fairest, 

Our  city's  the  dearest, 
Enthroned  hy  the  sapphire-bUie  sea; 

She  whispers,  "  Come  hither!" 

We  answer,  "Yes,  mither, 
We  hasten,  sweet  mother,  to  thee." 

Like  the  tramp  of  a  column. 

The  billows  so  solemn 
Their  phalanx  unfold  on  her  sand; 

She  holds  the  smooth  beaches 

And  soft  sylvan  reaches 
In  calm,  with  the  touch  of  her  hand. 

The  days  are  well  over 
When  pirate  and  rover 
Were  mentioned  in  whispers  of  fear ; 
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A  squadron  more  splendid 
Then  ever  attended 
Their  venturous  ways,  anchors  here. 

The  bright  flags  are  floating, 
The  gay  crews  are  boating. 
The  silver  sail  swells  at  the  mast; 

To  one  rythmic  measure 
Of  magical  pleasure, 
The  winds  and  the  waters  dance  past. 

Oh  !  you  who  are  fretted. 

Neglected  or  petted 
In  fashion,  or  business,  or  school, 

Come,  weather-worn  legion. 

From  many  a  region 
Of  heat,  to  the  home  of  the  cool. 

Her  children  may  wander, 

But  dearer  and  fonder 
To  them  grows  her  haven  of  rest, 

Where,  with  dutiful  greeting, 

And  thanks  for  this  meeting. 
We'll  name  her  the  brightest  and  best. 

FIFTH    REGULAR    TOAST. 

Our  Returned  Children  from  Netv  J-^;-/^  —  We  feel  prouder  of 
the  great  Empire  State  because  they  are  a  part  of  its  greatness  and 
glory. 

REPLY    BY  MR.    PHILANDER    SHAW,    OF    BROOKLYN. 

Mr.  Toasfmaster,  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  —  I  rise  to  speak 
to  tlie  toast  wliich  has  just  been  proposed,  with  mingled  feelings  of 
honor  and  diffidence  ;  of  honor,  at  being  chosen  spokesman  for  the 
elder  sons  of  the  Rhode  Island  delegation  from  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  ;  of  difHdence,  because  I  am  une(iual  to  do  justice  to  this 
august  and  interesting  occasion. 

But  you  will  scarcely  expect  me  to  do  much  more,  which  1  did  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  decline  to  do  under  the  circumstances,  than  to  give  ex- 
pression for  those  in  whose  l^ehalf  I  speak,  as  also  for  myself,  to  our 
gratitude  for  vour  courteous  and  cordial  reception  and  entertain- 
ment— l)ut  wlio  would  expect  anything  less  in  Newport.' 

Without  becoming  egotistical,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  feel  as  one 
of  the  elder  Sons  of  Rhode  Island  wlio  have  left  their  native  place- 
that  an  absence  of  all  but  iifty  years  has  not  lessened  my  regard,  nor 
al)ated  my  interest  in  it  and  its  prosperity. 

That  instinct  of  the  human  heart  which  attaches  one  so  strongly  to 
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one's  native  place,  an  instinct  peculiarly  human,  is  strongly  illustra- 
ted, I  venture  to  think,  in  Newport,  and  in  its  citizens,  who  have  gone 
forth  to  other  places  to  push  their  fortunes,  and  to  take  part  in  the 
stru^>-":les  and  the  success  of  business  life  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
as  far  as  my  observation  has  extended  the  sons  of  Newport,  who  are 
scattered  all  over  the  country,  but  more  particularly  in  our  large 
business  centres,  have  reflected  honor  on  their  native  City,  many  of 
them  occupying  distinguished  and  important  positions  in  some  of 
our  laro-est  banking-,  insurance,  railroad,  and  other  corporations  of  a 
professional,  financial,  and  mercantile  character,  some  of  whom  you 
will  have  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  during  the  course  of  these  exer- 
cises. Newport  has  numbered  with  her  sons,  also,  some  others,  who, 
though  not  to  the  manor  born,  sought  the  beauties  of  this  place  for 
a  temporary  residence.  From  the  many  illustrious  ornaments  of  the 
various  professions,  let  me  name  Hopkins,  Stiles,  Channing,  and 
Berkeley  in  divinity  ;  and  I  must  not  forget  the  lamented  poet-preacher, 
the  late  Charles  T.  Brooks,  who  was  the  poet  of  the  Re-Union  of  1S59  '■> 
Ellery,  Hunter,  Robbins,  and  Pearce  in  statesmanship  ;  Hazard,  Ran- 
dolph, and  others  in  law  ;  Oliver  H.  Perry,  in  the  navy,  and  of  Lake 
Erie  renown  ;  Malbone,  King,  AUston,  and,  in  later  years,  Staigg, 
in  art;  of  ever  blessed  memory,  the  late  Dr.  David  King,  who  took 
such  a  deep  interest  in  the  Re-Union  festivities  twenty-five  years 
ao-o,  and  the  late  venerable  Dr.  Cotton,  in  medicine  and  surgery; 
Channing,  Gibbs,  Touro,  Lopez,  Northam,  and  hundreds  of  others 
in  mercantile  life. 

The  present  generation  of  Newport's  sons  have  delighted  to  return 
to  do  tlieir  native  City  honor,  and  are  proud  to  be  honored  by  her. 
I  need  not  attempt  to  discuss  the  importance — commercial,  literary, 
or  social — of  Newport  in  the  earlier  days  of  our  country,  nor  speak 
of  her  unique  position.  There  are  those  who  will  follow  me,  who 
will  probably  do  that  better  and  more  fully  than  can  L  But  certainly 
amonf>-  the  many  attractions  and  advantages  of  the  past  and  the 
present,  physical,  material,  and  social,  I  ought  not  to  forget  to  notice 
what  has  always  been  a  notable  charm  of  the  place.  I  mean  its 
refined  and  elegant  society — its  cultivated  and  charming  women,  I 
mio-ht,  with  some  degree  of  pride,  refer  to  the  progress  and  improve- 
ments which  have  marked  Newport's  history  within  the  last  score  of 
years,  but  to  do  so  would  lead  me  into  taxing  your  time  and  patience 
too  far,  and  therefore  I  conclude  with  renewed  acknowledgments  of 
our  sincere  appreciation  of  your  kindness  and  courteous  attentions, 
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and  our  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of  our  dearly 
loved  native  City. 

ADDRESS    nv    MK.   W.    G.    PECKIIAM,    OF    NEW    YORK. 

J//-.    Chainna)!.  Ladies  am/  Goitlcmoi^  ScJioohnatcs  ami  Szccr/- 
h  carts  : — 

I  was  deputed  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the  youn<,^er  delei^ates 
from  New  ^'ork.  Did  thev  not  themselves  tell  you  their  sentiments, 
better  than  I  can.  on  man} occasions  when  you  and  they  were  school- 
mates and  sweethearts.?  They  still  feel  the  same  way  they  told  you  of 
formerlv,  ladies.  Nothing  that  has  passed  has  made  any  change  in 
tlicir  real  feelings. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  Prince  Charlie  led  his  clans  to  Edinboro 
town,  over  the  red  heather  and  the  moor,  the  bag-pipes  screamed  the 
tune,  "The  King  has  come  to  his  own  again."  Tlianks  to  your 
royal  welcome,  something  of  that  tune  is  playing  in  ever}-  heart  to- 
day. We  of  New  York  bring  you  Eastons,  Turners,  Lawtons,  Bulls, 
Van  Zandts,  and  Coddingtons,  Governors,  heretofore,  of  this  colony  ; 
Perrys,  Thurstons,  Finches,  Engses,  Coggeshalls,  llanimetts,  Shaws, 
and  Hazards. 

We  have  here  with  us,  primeval  Puritans,  quaint  Qiiakers,  solid 
yeoman  stock,  such  substitutes  for  Princes  as  were  ever  in  this  prin- 
cipalitv.  To  your  music  they  are  all  marching  home  to  tiieir  own 
again.  I'hey  are  Old  Port  and  you  are  Newport.  Old  Port  is  all 
over  the  world.  Its  children  are  wanderers,  for  here  we  ha\e  no 
continuing  city.  One  searches  all  history  for  a  like,  and  linds  a  par- 
allel onlv  in  the  wandering  from  Troy  and  the  Holy  Land,  and  if 
you  please,  from  Ireland. 

Since  the  great  wars  left  Newport  dismantled,  and  commerce 
failed,  our  vouth  have  had  to  seek  fortunes  in  strange  places. 
"Exiled  by  fate,"  they  have  been  driven  out  as  was  the  amiable 
yEneas  with  Anchises  and  the  other  senior  relatives  on  their  shoul- 
ders, and  the  voung  Juliuses  in  their  arms,  and  the  Palladium  in 
their  hearts. 

As  the  son  of  Israel  in  his  synagogue  yonder  turns  him  every  Sab- 
bath tf) wards  Jerusalem,  so  be  sure  that  your  wanderers,  early  and 
late,  bend  their  heads  and  their  hearts  toward  the  Palestine  of  chiUl- 
hood,  and  sav,  as  solemnly  as  Judge  Ward  says  it  on  the  balcony, 
on  'Lection  Day,  ''God  save  the  State  of  Rhode  Island!"  What 
wanderers  they  become  !  You  meet  them,  as  1  ha\  e  met  some  who 
are  here,  on  the  Cascine  at  Florence,  on  the  old  John  Balch  in  Ha- 
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vana,  where  Captain  Ben.  Melville  gave  us  a  great  dinner,  in  Peiai, 
and  in  Ultima  Thule. 

Two  gentlemen,  now  with  the  saints,  we  trust,  once  met,  at  the  fish 
market  here,  on  a  spring  morning.  "■  Christopher,"  said  one,  "  how 
runs  that  inscrij^tion  on  the  gates  at  Thebes.?"  And  then  they  had  a 
disputation  on  the  book  authorities,  and  bought  their  lobsters,  and 
Mr.  Townsend  said  he  would  set  his  friend  right  on  that.  Siunmer 
came  and  went  with  its  fashion  and  aimlessness.  In  September  they 
met  again  at  Lawton's  on  Long  Wharf.  "  Ah  ha,  Brooks,"  said  the 
wanderer  with  a  purpose,  ''  I  have  been  to  Thebes,  and  looked  that 
up,  and  I  was  right."  Mr.  Townsend  had  added  to  his  usual  sum- 
mer trip  for  silks,  a  sally  through  Lower  Egypt,  after  the  manner  of 
Lord  Wolseley.  The  only  loot  he  sought  was  spoils  of  time,  and  a 
bloodless  victory  over  scholar  Brooks.  But  always  your  wanderers 
are  like  the  Spanish  gallant  who  only  loved  Madrid,  but  had  to  live 

at  Segoria  : — 

His  body  lay  in   Segoria; 

His  soul  was  in  Madrid. 
Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  ancient  timber  I  tell  you  of,  in  the  good 
names  represented  in  our  delegation  to-day,  there  was  sound  old 
stock.  There  are  those  who  combine  a  dozen  of  those  strains  in  one 
person.  Never  mind  the  fact  that  Newport  furnishes  New  York 
with  its  bankers  and  merchants.  We  have  had  comrades  of  a  higher 
quality  than  what  people  bow  to  on  yon  avenue.  From  the  time 
the  youth  "began  to  riden  out"  as  Chaucer  says,  "  they  learned  to 
loven  chevalrie."  Let  old  men  tell  you  of  Perry  and  Greene.  Tell 
your  boys,  too,  of  Cottrell  and  Wheaton  King  and  Hazard  Stevens, 
3'our  schoolmates  ;  how  when  the  torpedo  struck  his  monitor  in  the 
storming  of  Mobile,  Lieutenant  Gardie  Cottrell  led  his  men  to  their 
places  below  deck  and  reported  to  his  commander  :  "  We  are  at  our 
station,  sir."  And  Farragut  took  our  second  Perry  from  the  waters 
after  the  ship  sank  and  brought  him  back  to  life  and  kept  him  by 
him  till  peace  came.  Tell  how  Hazard  Stevens,  suspended  from 
our  college  because  of  just  such  a  lark  as  he  is  carrying  on  over  there 
at  this  moment  with  the  Boston  delegation,  became  the  youngest 
general  in  the  great  army  and  received  glorious  woimds  at  Chancel- 
lorsville  beside  a  dving-  father  and  another  relative  who  died  on  that 
field,  and  gained  the  immortality  in  Sheridan's  raid  that  is  set  down 
in  his  General's  despatch  to  Lincoln. 

When  the  Hazards  take  a  coat-of-arms,  as  I  have  suspected  they 
will,  for  his  sake  and  his  father's  sake,  they  may  put  on  it  "•  Hazard 
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all  lor  Native  Land."  Let  the  Historical  vSt)cietv  record  these  names 
and  those  of  your  brave  comrades  of  the  First  Rhoile  Island,  Mr. 
Chairman,  beside  the  names  of  men  of  epochs  when  brave  men  were 
not  as  common  as  thev  were  ainon;^  our  schoolmates.  This  narrow 
Island  has  been  rich  in  original  ami  stioiii^  characters.  In  school 
days  somebody  likened  it  to  the  mythical  far  a\\a\  Island  of  the  Blest, 
and  in  boxish  fanc\'  wrote  : — 

Tlicy  tell  of  Islands  of  the  Blest 

Below  the  setting  sun  ; 
Beyond  the  restless  seas  a  rest, 

When  honored  death  is  won. 

We  think  it  true,  the  legend  sweet, 

That  spirits  there  may  come, 
And  young  again  together  meet, 

Again  in  Island  Home. 

You  entertain  us  welL  Mr.  Chairman,  but  the  Boston  street  boy 
told  the  ladies  wlio  provided  cakes  and  chicken  sandwiches  and  ice 
cream  and  lemonade,  that  to  his  mind,  no  picnic  was  a  picnic  with- 
out luohisses  and,  above  all.  baked  beans.  Let  us  suiriTCSt  somethin<r 
for  the  next  re-union.  Please  substitute  for  the  distintjfuished  citizens 
who  received  us  so  kindlv,  a  committee  that  will  make  us  bovs  a<rain. 
Appoint  a  committee  that  has  not  the  fault  of  o^rowinj^  old.  Give  us 
back  General  John  Joe  and  George  Boss  and  Dan  Barnum  and  Afri- 
can Richard  ami  Jeremy  Locke,  the  ever  \-oung  friends  of  this  dele- 
gation, and  Miss  Sukev  Stratton  and  Miss  Betsev  Coddinsfton  and 
Miss  Polly  Tilley,  paragons  of  female  sweetness  in  our  memor\ . 
Enact  a  law  that  we  may  on  arrival,  conformably  to  the  statutes  and 
good  morals,  bathe  our  souls  again,  no  more  in  Castalia,  Init  in  the 
cove  and  in  the  shijnard,  where  Gardie  Cottrell  swam  with  us,  and 
in  the  classic  creek  beyond  the  beach,  and  let  us  be  clad  again  only 
in  our  youth.  Bring  us  not  (jld  wine,  but  place  casks  of  Porto  Rico 
on  the  dock,  with  sticks  instead  of  beakers.  That  was  nectar,  and 
shall  be  our  balm  (jf  youth.  Then  come,  you  eminent  divines,  and 
physicians  of  the  b'xly  also,  and  weary  barristers,  and  fathers  of  the 
town,  come  wade  with  us  again  for  lilies  and  sweet  flags  in  the  pond 
out  of  the  window  there.  And  as  the  evening  falls  join  with  us  in 
another  game  of '*  lee  storks  "  and  '' hare  antl  hoimds  "  aroinul  the 
Island.  All  this  is  only  left  for  our  children,  more  is  the  pitv.  The 
day  is  falling  the  other  way  for  us.  But  when  life  is  a  tale  that  is 
told  and  lo\e  is  a  tune  that  is  played,  still  our  children's  children  will 
laugh  back  to  the  waves  on  the  l)eachcs,  still  the  dark  sea  storms  will 
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ride  down  upon  the  earth  and  as  from  the  beginning  the  sun  again 
will  brighten  these  pleasant  lands  and  waters. 

ni 


The  Toastmaster  in  presenting  the  next  speaker,  spoke 
pleasantly  of  sitting  in  the  morning  under  the  trees  on  the 
Parade  planted  by  a  good  man,  Governor  Lavvton,  whom  he 
well  remembered.  He  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  what  it 
would  give  pleasure  to  all  present  to  welcome  a  representative 
of  that  old  and  respected  name,  and  he  therefore  called  upon 
Mr.  Francis  Lawton,  of  New  York. 

MR.    LAWTON's    remarks. 

It  is  with  deep  feeling  that  I  address,  after  so  long  a  residence  in 
other  scenes,  a  Newport  audience  ;  an  audience  of  people  of  this 
City  endeared  to  me  by  so  many  remembrances  of  good  and  honored 
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men,  siicli  as  lie  of  whom  your  Chairman  has  so  kiiully  spoken.  I 
had  intcnilccl  to  l)c  l)Ul  an  ohscr\cr  to-(la\ .  hut  now  cannot  resist  the 
disposition  to  speak  face  to  face  \\  itli  the  main  oKl  tViencKs  I  see  around 
nie.  and  also  to  greet  nian\  others,  sons  and  (hui<jhters  of  parents  whom 
I  once  knew  ,  and  \\  liose  chihh"en  1  wouKl  also  wish  to  hail  as  friends. 

I  heard  one  man  tell  another  not  lon<^  since,  that  his  mother  was  a 
nice  woman.  ••  1  hope  so,  "  was  the  reply,  ''  she  is  the  only  one  I 
e\er  had  and  I  must  make  the  hest  of  her."  So  it  is  of  a  birthplace 
autl  childhood's  home  ;  he  it  what  anil  where  it  may.  there  is  noplace 
like  it.  And  our  home  is  certainh  a  heautiful  one,  hallowed  too  1»\ 
pleasantest  memories.  There  are  no  homes  like  those  ot"  our  old 
New  Enj^land  towns.  I  \yas  pleased  to  learn  not  lon;^  since  that 
John  Ilovyard  Payne,  who  wrote  that  famous  soui^^,  ••  Home  S\yeet 
Home,"  which  I  have  been  expecting"  every  speaker  to  mention,  grew 
up  in  a  pleasant  village  on  the  east  end  of  Long  Island,  in  a  green 
island  home,  sea  washed  like  our  own — -and  \yhere  it  is  stated  many 
old  New  England  families  had  settled.  There,  as  a  child,  in  the  beau 
tiful  scenes  and  among  the  kind  hearted  people  of  our  coast,  he  imbibed 
those  ideals  of  home  which  when  he  uttered  them  in  simple  iluuie 
captivated  the  world. 

To  such  sweet  homes  as  he  knew  many  of  us  return  to-day,  some  to 
find  a  welcome  as  pleasant  as  any  memory  can  recall  ;  others,  alas  ! 
to  sadl\-  visit  homes  where  the  hearthstones  are  cold. 

The  poet  says, 

Be  it  ever  so  hunililc,  there's  no  place  like  home. 
Newport  is  not  humble,  for  in  the  old  days  as  in  the  new  our  beauti- 
ful Island  w  as  sought  l)y  the  children  of  men.  Here  before  the  w  bite 
men  came  the  great  chiefs  of  the  Narragansett  set  up  their  throne 
and  presided  on  Tammany  Hill  ;  and  when  Roger  Williams,  the  first 
speculator  in  Newport  real  estate,  came  down  and  bought  the  whole 
Island  for  ten  coats,  twenty  hoes,  and  a  string  of  wampum,  and 
started  house  lots  at  tw(j  shillings  each,  the  white  settlers  came  and 
bought  them.  And  the  old  town  iK'gan  to  grow-,  and,  as  the  centu- 
ries passed  over  it.  grew  on  and  became  famous.  And  now,  when 
house  lots  sell  for  sometimes  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  Newport 
is  the  name  for  gayety  and  pleasure  all  over  the  world,  and  our  old 
town  has  become  the  great  summer  resort  of  the  nation,  whither 
come  prosperous  and  gay  visitors  from  all  the  world. 

But  the  first  owners  were  the  Pokamokets  under  Ousamequin. 
Then  by  political  methods  it  passed  to  the  original  sachem  of  Tam- 
many, antl  linalh-  to  the  white  men.     Tauimany  forsook  his  seat  at 
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Miantonoiiii  Hill,  went  to  New  York,  took  possession  of  Manhattan 
Island,  and  to-day  the  Tamman\-  braves  are  on  the  way  to  Washington 
to  captnre  the  central  wigwam  of  the  nation.  I  am  surprised  that  no 
one  has  mentioned  Roger  Williams.  You  are  well  aware  that  the 
roots  of  a  tree  spread  over  his  skeleton,  even  to  the  ends  of  his  finger 
l)ones.  So  Roger  himself  has  spread  over  and  penetrated  the  utter- 
most parts  of  Rhode  Island  history. 

We  find  our  old  City  much  changed  and  changed  for  the  better. 
Some  of  us,  no  doubt,  would  like  to  find  it  as  we  left  it  twenty  years 
ago — not  because  things  were  better  then,  but  just  for  the  old  times 
sakes.  But  it  grows  less  and  less  the  quiet  old  Puritan  town  and 
more  and  more  the  splendid  w^atering  place. 

Newport  is  changing  and  will  change.  Innovation  has  brought 
improvements,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  evil  of  narrow  minded- 
ness,  charged  in  the  old  times  against  Newport,  may  be  eradicated, 
and  that  the  energetic  and  liberal  policy  of  the  City  government  may 
be  supported  by  the  people,  so  that  our  beautiful  Island  in  the  future 
may  proceed  untrammelled  by  ancient  prejudice,  and  realize  what 
Garfield  called  the  true  American  ideal,  the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number. 

SIXTH    REGULAR    TOAST. 

Our  Sojis  ahd  Datighters  from  Bosto)i — They  illustrate  the 
nobility,  virtue  and  grace  which  they  accpiired  in  their  early  home, 
and  thereby,  perhaps,  i-etain  the  centre  of  the  universe  where  Dr. 
Holmes  discovered  it. 

RESPONSE  BY  REV.  SOLON  BUSH,  OF  BOSTON. 

Mr.  President :  — 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  respond  in  behalf  of  Newport's  vSons  and 
Daughters  from  and  near  Boston.  We  come  to  this  family  festival 
at  the  invitation  of  our  mother,  and,  as  loving  children,  wcnild  lay  at 
her  feet  the  tribute  of  our  gratitude  for  what  she  is  and  what  she  has 
done  for  us.  Looking  into  each  other's  flices  and  joining  in  the  fes- 
tivities of  this  banquet,  we  would  blend  memory  and  hope.  Recall- 
ing the  past,  we  now  bring  before  us  the  early  influences  with  which 
we  were  surrounded,  and  are  grateful  for  the  sacred  recollections 
that  cluster  around  our  Newport  hearthstones.  Boston,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, is  proud  of  her  preeminence  as  the  metropolis  of  New  England. 
Her  adopted  sons  from  Newport  share  in  this  pride,  and  have  helped 
her  in  her  prosperity.  The  delegation  which  are  here  to-day  repre- 
sent almost  every  calling  in  life,  and  have  done  their  best  toward  the 
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ij^rowth  and  prospcritv  of  the  city  of  their  adoption.  Here  Mr.  l^iisli 
made  a  .sketch  of  the  \va\  in  whicli  the  menihers  of  the  delegation 
(hd  this,  and  mentioned  by  name  those  present  who  were  representa- 
ti\es  of  the  various  callin<^s  and  professions.  He  tlien  passed  to 
some  reminiscences  of  Newport  when  lie  was  a  boy,  which  was  the 
period  of  transition  l>etween  the  oKl  XewjXJrt  of  colonial  times  and 
the  new  Newport  of  to-da\ .  lie  recalled  the  In'illiant  features  of 
social  life  and  intellectual  culture  which  mari^ed  the  eailier  [)eriod, 
making"  allusions  to  Wa.shinj^ton  Allston,  who,  thoutijh  not  a  nati\e, 
received  his  earlv  education  from  Mr.  Roqers  at  New])ort.  also  of 
Malbone,  of  whom  ^Vllston  said  "he  had  the  iiappy  faculty  of  de- 
lineatini^  the  character  without  impairin<i[  the  likeness,"  and  "•  that 
no  woman  lost  beauty  at  his  hands."  So  Gilbert  vStuart  whose 
•genius  as  a  portrait  painter,  though  not  born  here,  was  so  associated 
bv  his  residence  and  labors  as  to  be  in  reality  a  Newporter.  Mr. 
Channinu".  he  said,  was  born  and  bred  in  Newport.  He  bears  wit- 
ne.ss  to  the  inlluences  which  the  beautiful  scenery  of  his  native  town — 
"•of  nature's  elocpience  of  winds  and  waves"  —  had  in  the  form- 
ation of  his  character.  IIow  he  was  first  taught  in  our  schools,  and 
gained  knowledge  through  the  Redwood  Library,  and  wa.s  inspired 
witii  a  lo\c-  of  truth  bv  the  precepts  and  example  ot"  Hopkins. 
Channiug  retained  to  the  last  his  attachment  for  his  iiati\e  town. 
Newport  was  the  Jov  of  liis  heart.  So.  \\  hat  oi  honor  and  world- 
wide esteem  he  gained  through  his  life,  labors  and  ciiaracter,  are 
shared  alike  by  Boston  and  Newport. 

So  we.  the  Boston  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Newport,  while  we  cher- 
ish a  pride  in  the  citv  of  oiu"  later  residence,  antl  share  in  her  honor 
and  prosperitv,  still  keep  alive  the  love  of  Newport.  Our  native 
town,  too,  is  rich  in  her  local  annals.  The  name  of  James  Franklin 
and  the  New^port  Mercur\  reaches  back  to  the  early  history  of  the 
American  pre.ss.  It  was  on  yonder  hill,  overlooking  the  sea  in  its 
varied  beauty  and  grandeur,  that  Berkeley  mused  and  wrote  his 
renowned  work,  "  The  Minute  Philosopher."  It  was  in  the  meeting 
house  on  Mill  Street  that  Dr.  Hopkins  preached,  of  whom  the  poet 
Whittier  says:  "There  arc  few  instances  on  record  of  moral  heroism 
superior  to  that  of  .Samuel  Hopkins." 

I  remember  Mr.  Wheaton,  who  in  Trinity  Church,  so  dear  in  its 
memoiies  of  olden  times,  served  his  long  and  faithful  ministry. 
Some  of  \  on  here  to-dav,  who  have  passed  the  line  ot  lilty,  remem- 
ber the  -rood  Parson  Edd\-  and  Mr.  Gammell,  and  Dr.  Patten.  These 
impressed  a  generation  b)-  their  preaching,  and  by  their  li\es  left  the 
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fragrance  of  devoted  service  and  sincere  piety.  And  the  well-known 
school  teachers  in  our  day,  Mr.  Tower,  and  Mr.  Joslin  and  "Mr. 
Trevett,  who  in  time  l)efore  our  public  schools  became  so  efficient, 
labored  so  long  and  untiringh',  and  the  lawyers,  Mr.  Hazard  and  Mr. 
Randolph,  the  latter  a  father  of  Judge  Randolph — these  were  promi- 
nent at  the  bar  and  in  public  service.  And  the  well-known  phy- 
sicians, Drs.  King  and  Turner,  who  left  representatives  of  their  fidelit}- 
and  skill  in  tlieir  sons,  who  adopted  the  profession  of  their  fathers. 
Dr.  King,  after  a  long  and  successful  career,  died  within  a  few  years, 
while  the  junior  Dr.  Turner,  who  is  present  with  us  to-day,  is  still  a 
physician  in  your  homes. 

But  I  must  pause  in  my  reminiscences,  lest  I  weary  your  patience 
though  many  and  other  names  are  worthy  of  mention,  those  who  in 
the  various  walks  of  life  have  helped  to  make  Newport  what  she  is 
to-dav,  the  pride  and  glory  of  her  Sons  and  Daughters. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  close  by  repeating  the  love  and  gratitude 
which  the  Boston  Sons  and  Daughters  feel  for  the  place  of  their  birth. 
As  we  come  to  old  hearthstones  and  join  in  the  various  festivities  of 
the  (lav,  we  bring  our  heart's  best  love  for  the  mother  who  gave  us 
birth,  and  nui'tured  us  in  our  childhood.  Wherever  we  go  we  shall 
keep  alive  our  early  affections  for  this  town.  Alike  with  you  who 
remain  we  will  cherish  a  common  interest  in  the  luster,  and  share  in 
the  associations  and  memories  of  our  birthplace.  God  bless  New- 
port. The  Boston  Sons  and  Daughters  join  with  both  those  at 
home  and  abroad  in  the  most  cordial  wishes  for  her  future  prosperitv. 

The  following  poem,  composed  by  Mrs.  Clara  P.  Boss,  of 
Boston,  was  then  read  by  that  lady. 

RE-UNION    OF    THE    SONS    AND    DAUGHTERS    OF    NEWPORT, 

JULY  4,    18S4. 

A  summons  came  in  the  leafy  May 

From  our  home  heside  the  sea, 
Entreating  its  truant  cliildren, 

Wherever  we  might  be, 
To  come,  for  a  while,  to  our  home, 

Beneath  the  old  roof"-tree. 

We  had  grown  wrinkled,  old  and  gray, 

v\nd  our  mother's  voice  forgot. 
But  it  sounded  iu^t  as  lo\  inglj 

As  when  these  years  were  not, 
And  we  felt  a  tugging  at  the  heart 

Towards  the  dear  old  spot. 
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What  visions  flew  across  our  thought! 

We  heard  tlie  soundintj  sea; 
We  felt  again  on  our  time-hrowned  cheeks 

The  west  wind  hlovving  free, 
And  it  blew  the  years  'twixt  us  and  home 

Into  eternity ! 

We  were  laughing  children  once  again. 

Treading  the  narrow  streets; 
Again  we  were  lingering  loxers 

In  shady  lanes  so  sweet, 
And  the  memory  of  days  long  dead 

Made  our  tardy  pulses  beat. 

Each  old  house  bore  the  face  of  a  friend 

Unto  our  loving  thought, 
And  c\  "rv  stone  in  the  time-worn  pa\c 

A  fond  rcmeml)rance  brought, 
While  the  ]iride  of  man  anil  womanhootl 

With  childish  weakness  fought. 

So  we  said  : — "  We'll  go  to  our  mother — 

We  have  stayed  away  too  long ! 
We'll  listen  again  to  the  siu^f-beat, 

It  was  oiu-  cradle  song; 
And  we  know  it  better,  better  far 

Than  any  since-learned  tongue. 

We'll  let  its  voice  of  infinite  calm 

Unto  oiu-  unrest  speak; 
We  will  feel  the  touch  of  the  sea-fog  damp 

Brushing  against  our  cheek; 
And  we'll  show  our  tender  mother  that 

Our  love  has  ne'er  grown  weak." 

So  we  have  coiue  to  that  mother's  arms 

To  have  our  heart-wounds  kissed; 
To  tell  to  her  faithful  ear  the  tale 

Of  all  the  joys  we've  missed; 
To  keep,  in  this  golden  time  of  year. 

Our  ihihllinod'.s  lf)_\al  tr_\st. 

Where  arc  the  bovs  by  whose  side  we  fought 

In  many  a  school-day  rout  ? 
Where  are  the  girls  by  whose  side  we  widkctl 

When  shining  stars  were  out? 
O,  where  are  the  hopes  for  years  to  come 

We  so  fondly  laikcd  about? 

In  fair,  green  fields,  where  graves  are  niadr. 

Beneath  the  summer  sun, 
Many  we  loved  are  lying  low 
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With  life  and  hope  all  done, 
And  far  in  the  peace  of  the  heavenly  land 
They've  full  fruition  won. 

Some  have  brought  honor  and  deathless  fame 

To  lay  at  the  mother's  feet ; 
Some  have  crept  hither  with  broken  lives, 

Mer  happier  sons  to  meet. 
To  all  she  stretches  her  broad-palmed  hands 

With  equal  love  to  greet. 

The  perfect  arch  of  her  summer  heaven 

Is  bent  above  our  head,      • 
The  velvet  spring  of  her  fragrant  turf 

Makes  for  wearied  limbs  a  bed, 
And  in  the  ways  of  our  childhood 

Our  willing  feet  do  tread. 

"The  kingdom  of  God  is  as  a  child," 

And  we're  nearer  it  to-day. 
Because,  like  truants,  we've  come  again 

At  our  mother's  knee  to  pray. 
And  till  we  enter  its  shining  gates 

We'll  not  forget  this  day  I 

SEVENTH    REGULAR  TOAST. 

Our  CJiildrcn  From  Nezv  Bedford — Tliey  are  always  near 
enough  to  their  old  home  to  l^-eathc  their  native  fogs,  and  jience 
readily  retain  the  simplicity  and  pmity  which  they  inhaled  with 
their  earliest  breath. 

The  New  Bedford  delegation  had  selected  as  their  orator 
the  venerable  Benjamin  Pitman,  who  had  reached  the  great 
age  of  84  years.  He  came  to  the  Re-Union,  but  was  unable 
to  be  present  at  the  tent.  He  therefor  requested  Mr.  Thomas 
Coggeshall,  of  this  City,  to  read  the  reply  which  he  had  pre- 
pared. 

Mr.  Coggeshall  prefaced  the  reading  of  Mr.  Pitman's 
response  with  a  few^  appropriate  words. 

MR.    THOMAS    COGGESHAI.l's    REMARKS. 

To  have  been  honored  by  the  preference  of  my  excellent  and  life- 
long friend,  Benjamin  Pitman,  to  speak  for  him  this  day,  demands 
of  me  to  tin^n  back  a  leaf  of  my  book  of  life. 

Bv  an  artectionate  imcle  and  avnit,  a  wayward  lad  was  taken 
from  his  home  in  Newport,  forty-five  years  since,  to  New  Bedford, 
there  to  receive  educational  advantages,  for  there  was  no  High  School 


THE    EXERCISES    AT    THE    TENT.  Ill 

then  in  Newport,  antl  the  inlliiences  of  a  people  busy  in  commerce 
and  alive  to  progressive  citizenship.  Under  the  roof  of  Henjamin 
Pitman,  two  of  the  four  years  were  passed.  His  influence  was  help- 
ful in  un\  eiling  the  sliams  of  society,  the  \alue  of  integrity  and  the 
sure  reward  of  intelligent  i^du^tl•y.  His  son.  now  an  upriglit  juilge 
of  Massachusetts,  the  Honorable  Robert  Carter  Pitman,  was  pre- 
ciously helpful  to  me.  I  le  first  awakened  me  to  the  horrors  of  human 
bondage,  as  illustrated  in  our  Southern  States,  even  then  prophesying 
the  peril  to  the  Sovith.  if  an  altem])t  were  made  to  extenil  the  system. 
From  his  hanil  I  received  that  pcjem  of  the  humane  English  poet. 
Cowper,  ''  The  Task,"  wherein  are  pictured  the  enormities  of  human 
slaverv.  His  outspoken  con\ictions  in  matters  of  liberal  religion, 
temperance,  human  slavery  and  true  citizenship,  thrilled  me  in  those 
days,  nor  iiave  1  lessened  my  intense  regard  for  the  father  or  son. 
Would  that  Judge  Pitman,  born  in  this  City,  were  here  to-day, 
with  li([uid  utterance,  to  read  his  father's  poem. 

The  Pitmans  have  been  identilied  with  Rhode  Island.  Xewi)ort 
particularlv.  from  its  early  history,  occupying  exalted  anil  honorable 
positions,  their  distinguishing  characteristics  being  integrity,  intelli- 
Sfence  and  indi\  idualitv. 

In  this  presence,  where  sit  and  stand  so  many  residents  of  Xew 
Bedford,  allow  me  to  olTer  my  profound  gratitude  to  loving  relatives, 
devoted  friends  and  its  citizens,  for  that  protecting  care  in  my  youth, 
that  better  fitted  me  for  the  numerous  responsibilities  generously 
bestowed  upon  me  l)y  the  citizens  of  Newport. 

MR.    BENJAMIN     ITr.MAN's    RKSPUNSE. 

Of  the  incidents  of  my  life,  none  seemed  more  strange  to  me  than  that 
I  on  whose  head  the  snows  of  eighty-four  winters  have  fallen,  should 
have  been  selected  on  behalf  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Newi)orl, 
now  dwelling  in  your  sister  city  of  New  Bedford,  to  respond  to  your 
most  kin<llv  greeting  and  words  of  generous  welcome. 

In  the  performance  of  this  most  unexpected  and  reluctantly-a.ssumed 
dut\ .  I  had  prepared  some  remarks  which  were,  perliaps,  appro- 
priate U)  the  occasion  and  respectful  to  my  fellow  citizens  who  had 
thus  honored  me,  but  having  done  so  1  remembered  the  admonition, 
"  be  short,  "  so  necessary  to  the  aged  and  so  proper  to  all  on  this 
occasion,  and  thrust  them  ail  aside,  doubtless  to  your  relief. 

In  lieu  of  anv  extended  remarks,  sulfer  me  to  give  you  a  few  sim- 
ple- lines — lines  which  1  had  penned  a  (luarter  of  a  century  ago,  in 
view  of  an  occasion  similar  to  the  present  one.  but  ne\er  offered.      It 
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they  ever  possessed  anything  that  is  the  spontaneous  outburst  of 
nature's  feehng  and  in  sympathy  with  the  fine  emotions  of  the  heart, 
I  trust  the  tide  of  years  has  not  obHterated  or  diminished  it.  I  ofler 
them  fresh  to  you,  as  they  are  fresh  in  my  own  soul  this  day  : 

A  voice  comes  over  flood  and  field,  "come  back,  my  children,  come; 
Come  to  your  mother's  arms  again,  come  to  jour  childhood's  home. 
Oh,  long  have  been  the  wearj  days  since  first  you  left  my  hearth; 
Come  home,  my  children,  come  again,  come  to  your  place  of  birth. 
Long  have  I  listened,  oh,  how  long,  to  hear  your  steps  once  more. 
To  hear  the  music  of  your  voice,  to  meet  you  at  the  door; 
Long  have  ye  left  me,  oh,  my  sons,  my  daughters,  oh,  how  long! 
But  I  have  never  yet  forgot  your  prattle  and  your  song.  " 
It  is  our  mother's  voice  we  hear,  which  o'er  the  hills  and  waters 
Is  calling  from  a  mother's  heart  to  absent  sons  and  daughters. 
We  hear  that  gentle  voice  again  we  heard  when  life  was  young, 
The  voice  that  mingles  in  our  play  and  by  our  cradle  sung. 
We  hasten  at  our  mother's  call,  where'er  our  path  hath  lain, 
To  gather  round  her  ample  board,  and  by  that  hearth   again 
To  feel  her  smile  upon  our  hearts,  and  catch  that  mild  blue  light 
Which,  ever  beaming  in  her  eyes,  first  met  our  infant  sight. 
Oh,  mother,  mother  dear,  we  come ;  we  come,  but  oh,  not  all ! 
For  loved  ones,  dear  as  life,  there  are,  who  cannot  hear  your  call ; 
They  sleep  on  many  a  distant  shore,  on  many  a  desert  strand. 
Or  mid  the  hilLs  and  valleys  green  of  our  loved  native  land. 
You  sent  them  forth  in  youthful  hope,  and  warm  in  beauty's  glow, 
A  noble  bearing  in  their  mien  and  manhood  on  their  brow; 
You'll  miss  them  while  you  welcome  back  your  children  as  they  come, 
And  tears  will  mingle  with  your  smiles  for  many  an  absent  one. 
We'll  think  of  those  loved  absent  ones,  and  silent  tears  we'll  shed, 
As  sad,  in  accents  low,  we  speak  of  those,  our  early  dead ; 
We'll  not  forget  them  where  they  lie,  but  think  they,  too,  have  come. 
To  mingle  as  in  days  lang  syne  at  their  dear  Island  Home. 
In  a  few  brief  hours,  Mr.  Mayor,  we  must  part,   many  of  us  to 
meet  no  more  ;  the  pleasant  associations  by  which  we  are  here  sur- 
rounded, will  be  broken,  and  exist  only  in  memory  as  do  some  of  the 
dreams   of  our   childliood.     Before   bidding  you   farewell,  I  would 
utter  from  my  lips  what  is  in  my  heart,  the  hope  that 

When  the  dreams  of  life  are  fled. 
When  the  wasted  lamps  are  dead. 
When  in  cold  oblivion's  shade. 
Beauty,  health  and  fame  are  laid. 
Where  immortal  spirits  reign. 
There  we  all  may  meet  again. 

I  bid  you,  kind  sir,  and  all,  an  aftectionate  farewell. 
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EIGHTH    REGULAR    TOAST. 

Our  Sons  and  DaHghtcrs  from  Providence  —  Wc  count  on 
tlirir  (Icxotioii  to  their  native  City,  i/cvcr^  never  to  allow  'Lection 
to  be  taken  troni  us. 

MR.  FREEBORN  COGGESHALL'S  REPLY. 

In  behalf  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Prox  idencc  and  vicinity, 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  responding  to  the  generous  sentiment  expressed 
by  you.  sir.  on  this  occasion.  And.  sir.  we  would  ask  your  Mayor, 
the  City  Council,  and  the  people  of  Newport,  to  accept  of  our  heart- 
felt thanks  for  the  very  generous  spirit  displayed  by  them  in  inviting 
the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  this  City  to  partake  with  them  of  this 
feast.  But  sir,  with  all  the  pleasures  of  this  day,  there  comes  a. 
sadness  as  we  miss  the  familiar  faces  we  met  here  twenty-five  years 
iX'-To,  and  the  warm  grasp  of  the  hands  that  then  welcomed  us  to  our 
nati\e  isle.  However,  there  is  in  all  the  world  no  place  like  New- 
port, and  the  time  is  soon  coming  when  the  whole  Island  of  Rhode 
Island  shall  be  the  garden  spot  of  America.  Everywhere,  all  over 
the  country,  in  everv  calling  and  profession,  are  Newport  boys.  God 
bless  old  New^port,  a  nursery  for  the  whole  country  and  the  world. 

The  following  letter  was  read  from  Mayor  Doyle  : 

City  of  Providence,  Executive  Department,        ) 

City  Hall,  June  30,  1884.  | 

F.  G.  Harris,  Secretary,  etc. 
Dear  Sir:  — 

Your  esteemed  fovor  of  June  13th  instant,  was  received  in  due 
course  of  mail.  I  beg  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  (ieneral  C(jm- 
mittee  of  Arrangements  of  the  Re-Union  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters 
of  Newport  to  be  held  July  4th,  proximo,  for  their  invitation  to 
me  to  be  present  and  participate  in  the  exercises. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  accept  the  invitation  of  the 
Committee,  and  respond  to  the  sentiment  they  have  selected,  but  my 
official  duty  requires  me  t,o  be  in  this  City  on  that  day,  and  I  am 
therefore  compelled  to  decline  their  courtesy. 

Providence  will  send  a  large  delegation  to  Newport  on  that 
occasion,  for  among  her  most  respected  citizens  are  many  who  take 
pride  in  being  known  as  the  "  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Newport," 
and  who  will  hail  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  "  loved  City-by-the- 
sea,"  on  the  day  she  has  set  apart  for  the  return  o\'  her  children. 
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They  will  be  present  to  share  in  the  joyous  festivities  ;  to  renew 
old  associations  and  to  recall  the  memories  of  the  past ;  to  clasp 
attain  the  hand  of  friendshijD  ;  to  walk  once  more  the  historic  streets, 
and  visit  the  old  landmarks  ;  to  again  renew  their  vows  of  fealty  to 
that  Newport  which  has  ever  been  and  always  will  be  first  in  their 

hearts. 

With   my   earnest   wishes  for   a   most   successful   celebration  and 

Re-Union 

I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

Thos.  a.  Doyle,  Mayor. 

NINTH  REGULAR  TOAST. 

■      Our  Absent   Children — There  is  no  audible  reply  ;  their  voices 
are  in  the  air,  and  every  heart  must  interpret  them  for  itself. 

As  being  appropriate  to  this  toast,  the  Secretary  read  the 
following  letters.  It  will  be  observed  that  Governor  Van 
Zandt  refers  to  one  of  his  poems,  the  subject  of  which  will 
be  recognized  by  ever}^  native  Newporter ;  and  as  the  lines 
will  unquestionably  interest  every  reader  they  are  here  re- 
produced. 

Newton,  Mass.,  June  30,  1884. 

Frank  G.  Harris,  Esq^: — 
Dear  Sir : — 

In  reply  to  your  courteous  invitation  to  be  one  of  the  speakers 
at  the  festival  of  your  Re-Union,  I  have  to  decline  the  honor.  It  is 
very  doubtful  if  I  shall  be  able  to  be  present  at  all  at  your  joy- 
ous assemblage,  and  if  I  should  I  have  no  desire  to  indulge  in  any 
oratory  upon  the  occasion. 

As  one  of  the  children  and  lovers  of  "  Old  Newport,"  permit  me 

to  add  the  prayer  that  the  fashion  and  wealth  of  the  modern  City 

may  leave  incorrupt  the  simplicity  and  munliness  of  character,   and 

the  love  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  which  has  adorned  the  annals 

of  the  past,  and  is  indigenous  in  the  heart  of  every  true  son  of  her  soil. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  C.  Pitman. 

Spring  House, 
Richfield  Springs,  N.  Y.,  June  30,  18S4. 

Dear  Mr.  Harris  : — 

I  should  have  replied  to  your  kind  letter  at  an  earlier  date,  but  I 
have  tried  to  comply  with  your  request  to  write  some  words  for  the 
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Re-Unioii.  T  liave  been  ill  ever  since  I  reached  here,  and  am  still 
suflering  much  pain  and  cannot,  therefore,  do  justice  to  the  occasion. 
You  know  how  gladly  I  would  do  it  if  I  could.  Please  express  mv 
best  wishes  for  the  success  and  happiness  of  all  my  friends  at  the  Re- 
Union  and  for  all  time  to  come.  If  some  of  them  will  pleasantly 
recall  my  verses  on  "  Polly  Tilley's  Shop.*"  it  will  be  better  than 
anything  I  can  write  with  the  rheumatism  turning  my  crank,  and  sul- 
phur watLT  running  my  mill. 

Most  truly  yours, 

CnAHi.ES  C.  Van  Zaxpt. 

*poLi.v  tilley's  shop. 

Do  you  remember,  Tom,  my  boy! 

Nc.ir  forty  years  ajjo, 
A  frosty,  star  gemmed  Christmas  Eve — 

The  ground  all  white  with  snow! 
Like  shooting  stars  down  Pelham  street 

We  coasted  on  a  sled — 
You  wore  a  dogs  eared  coon  skin  cap, 

And  mine  was  worsted  red; 
You  jammed  your  old  blue  mitten  down 

Your  pocket,  and  with  glee 
Showed  me  your  tender  mother's  gift — 

A  four  pence  ha'penny. 
1  had  three  coppers  old  and  brown. 

And  so  with  slide  and  hop, 
We  went  through  Spring  street  on  the  run 

To  Polly  Tilley's  Shop! 

Alack  a  day  !  that  times  should  change, 

As  years  go  coasting  down. 
For  Christmas  Eve  comes  just  the  same 

To  Newport's  olden  town, — 
The  sweet  bells  ring,  the  children  sing, 

The  windows  smile  with  light, 
And  IJethlehem's  diamond  star  is  there, 

Upon  the  breast  of  night. 
A  boy  comes  dashing  down  the  hill, 

Upon  his  painted  sled. 
But  you  and  I  are  at  the  foot ; 

And  Polly  Tilley's  dead! 

I  see  it  now,  the  little  shop, — 

So  queer  and  old  and  quaint, 
The  iron  latch,  where  eager  hands 

Had  rubbed  otV  all  the  paint; 
The  door,  with  glass  in  upper  half, 
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That  iarred  and  rang  a  bell ; 
The  little  counter  with  a  rail, 

That  we  remember  well ; 
It  was  as  bright  as  holly  leaves, 

And  on  its  dainty  top, 
The  golden  candy  rested  sweet 

In  Polly  Tilley's  Shop  ! 

There  peppermint  and  sassafras 

And  fragrant  wintergreen. 
And  lemon,  with  a  tawny  stripe, 

Deliciously  were  seen  ; 
In  shallow  pans  of  unctuous  tin. 

Worked  with  the  tenderest  care. 
Molasses  Candy's  flaxen  links 

Gleamed  like  Godiva's  hair. 
Oh  !  Tom,  this  dizzy  chase  for  fame 

And  gold,  we'd  better  drop  : 
While  memory  points,  with  lingering  love. 

To  Polly  Tilley's  Shop  ! 

The  little  shelves  were  filled  with  bowls 

Of  herbs,  and  all  the  ills. 
That  Godfrey's  Cordial  left,  were  cured 

By  Dean's  Rheumatic  Pills: 
Some  huckleberries  bathed  in  gin, 
'     And  other  doctor's  stufl^— 
With  two  fat  Qiiaker  colored  jars 

Of  Scotch  and  yellow  snuff. 
A  modest  case,  of  brass  knobbed  drawers 

"  All  decked  in  living  green," 
Were  labelled  Nutmegs,  Cloves,  and  Spice, 

Too  precious  to  be  seen. 
And  when  the  bell  began  to  ring. 

Out  Betsey  Stanley'd  pop, 
With  clean  checked  apron  to  attend 

On  Polly  Tilley's  Shop  ! 

Perhaps  a  skillful  hand  might  glean 

From  memory's  golden  sheaves. 
Some  fairer  pictures  to  adorn 

The  pleasant  winter  eves; 
But  there  is  nothing  left  on  earth 

To  ring  on  Christmas  chimes — 
Like  the  clear,  crystal,  silvery  notes, 

Of  childhood's  blessed  times. 
But  Fame's  long  hill  is  very  steep. 

We  stagger  toward  the  top. 
And  every  step  but  leave  behind 
Good  Polly  Tilley's^  Shop  ! 
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TENTH    REGULAR    TOAST. 

Our  Adopted CJiildrcti — We  cordially  recog^nizc  their  ability,  pub- 
lic spirit  and  devotion  to  our  common  interests. 

RESPONSE    BV    MK.     \..    1).     1)A\IS. 

In  acccptinjj;-  your  invitation  to  speak  in  l)ehalf  of  the  adopted  Sons 
of  Newport,  I  understand  full  well  that  I  have  a  large  and  honorable 
constituency.  It  is  one  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  American  people 
in  their  o-rcat  and  boundless  enterprise  and  ambition,  each  for  him- 
self to  go  out  into  the  world  in  search  of  fame  and  fortune.  Oidv  a 
small  portion  of  our  young  men  are  content  to  occupy  ancestral 
homes,  and  to  follow  in  die  footsteps  of  their  fathers.  They  see  the 
broad  prairies  of  the  West,  the  sunny  lands  of  the  South,  the  crowded 
marts  of  the  busy  cities,  and  as  distance  always  lends  enchantment, 
make  haste  to  go  forth  and  in  those  fresher  fields,  better  their  f(jr- 
tunes.  And  so  every  city  and  town  gives  and  receives,  and  not  un- 
frequently  the  exchange  is  from  the  best  and  most  enterprising  classes. 

As  the  result  of  this  disposition  to  roam  abroad  we  celebrate  the 
Re-Union  of  to-day.  Newport  has  lost  much  by  the  departure  of 
those  to  the  manor  born,  but  we  all  take  pleasure  in  the  evidence  be- 
fore us  that  their  hearts  are  still  with  the  historic  town  which  ga\e 
them  birth.  They  do  well  to  come  back  occasionally  and  listen  to 
the  music  of  the  moaning  sea  and  watch  the  billows  dash,  as  in 
childhood,  on  the  rocky  Clitis  ;  and  above  all  gather  again  in  the  home 
circles  wheie  aftection  and  friendship  give  their  warmest  greetings. 

If  Newport  had  given  this  great  host  to  the  outside  world  and 
received  none  in  i^eturn,  she  would  have  been  a  deserted  vilhiire  in- 
deed,  and  aftbrded  a  theme  for  some  modern  Goldsmitli  in  drawing  a 
picture  of  desolation. 

As  Newport  has  freely  given  so  has  she  freely  received.  The 
places  made  vacant  have  been  generously  filled.  Each  who  has  come 
has  told  the  story  of  nature's  charms,  of  the  health-giving  breezes 
that  sweep  over  the  Island,  and  of  the  opportunities  for  social  cul- 
ture. Their  coming  has  brought  with  it  increased  wealth  and  bnsi- 
ness.  Not  a  few  of  our  finest  streets  and  avenues,  whicli  now  con- 
stitute the  chief  glory  of  the  town,  were  almost  entireh-  built  uj)  by 
the  adopted  Sons  and  Daughters  who  iiave  gathered  wealth  elsewhere 
and  have  come  and  poured  it  forth  as  a  tribute  to  tlie  City-by-the-sea. 
No  other  ^Vmerican  town  has  sucii  a  constituencw  and  it  is  increasing 
every  \  ear. 

It  is  not  often  that  an   opportunity  is  afibrded  to  speak  of  adcipteil 
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Sons  and  Daughters  so  distinguished  as  those  for  whom  I  am  called 
upon  to  respond.  They  include  some  of  the  most  honored  names  in 
American  annals.  What  a  line  of  artists  do  they  form.  From  Gil- 
bert Stuart,  who  is  a  Son  of  Newport  by  adoption,  we  come  down 
to  such  men  as  Greenough,  Staigg,  LaFarge,  Richards,  and  others 
of  scarcely  less  note. 

Among  authors  we  record  such  names  as  George  Bancroft,  Henry 
T.  Tuckerman,  George  H.  Calvert,  Charles  T.  Brooks,  Julia 
Ward  Howe,  T.  W.  Higginson,  vSusan  Coolidge,  and  many  be- 
sides, well  known  to  fame. 

The  legal  fraternity  is  represented  by  the  Nestor  of  the  Newport 
bar,  the  Honorable  William  P.  Sheffield,  the  Honorable  Francis 
Brinley,  and  by  Messrs.  Honey,  Baker  and  Ives.  To  these  we  proudly 
add  the  names  of  Judge  Blatchford,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judge 
Curtis  of  Massachusetts,  and  William  Beach  Lawrence,  who  long 
dwelt  among  us. 

The  medical  fraternity  is  equally  well  represented.  Headed  by 
our  well  known  City  Physician,  Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner,  there  is  a 
long  list  of  regular  practitionei's  including  most  of  those  now  in  the 
City.  To  these  may  be  added  such  distinguished  physicians  as  Dr. 
H.  R.  Storer,  Dr.  C.  Cleveland  and  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  who 
make  their  homes  here  a  whole  or  a  portion  of  the  year. 

The  dramatic  profession  is  represented  by  two  names,  Charlotte 
Cushman  and  Edw^in  Bootli,  of  themselves  a  sufficient  tower  of 
strength. 

I  need  not  ""ive  the  names  of  those  whose  wealth  has  won  them 
distinction  and  who,  owning  cottages  and  villas  on  our  avenues,  are 
liberal  contributors  to  our  charities,  and  whose  taxes  form  no  mean 
contribution  to  the  City  treasury.  Hundreds  of  these  are  enrolled 
on  our  tax  list,  and  their  interest  in  Newport,  as  their  adopted  summer 
home,  is  manifest  in  many  ways. 

In  all  this  Newport  has  a  record  equalled  by  no  other  city  in  the 
world.  These  Sons  and  Daughters  by  adoption  are  represented  to- 
day by  liberal  contributions  for  this  celebration,  as  well  as  being  in 
the  very  first  in  the  work  of  pi-eparation,  both  Chairman  Waters  and 
Secretary  Harris  of  the  General  Committee  being  among  the  number. 

And  the  beauty  of  it  all  is  that  the  feeling  of  a  common  brother- 
hood binds  together  those  who  are  Newporters  by  birthright  and 
those  who  are  such  by  the  exercise  of  their  own  volition.  In  many 
departments  the  native  and  the  adopted  Sons  are  so  intermingled  and 
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SO  uniriecl  that  the  chstinction  is  not  at  all  perceptible.  One-halt'  the 
Mayors  of  our  City  have  been  chosen  frt)ni  its  adopted  Sons,  and  to- 
day the  department  of  public  education,  the  Post  Office,  and  the 
Custom  House  arc  in  tlieir  charge.  The  two  classes  have  joined 
hands  in  everv  good  work,  and  with  a  unity  of  purpose  and  plan  are 
pushing  forwarti  the  work  of  progress  and  reform.  No  true  lo\er  of 
the  town  will  be  party  to  a  note  of  discord  at  this  point,  or  consent 
to  a  line  of  demarkation  by  wdiich  the  one  class  shall  be  arrayed  in 
the  slightest  degree  against  the  other. 

KI.EVENTir    REGl'LAK     rcJAST. 

The  Army — The  history  of  its  achievements  is  t)ur  just  pride. 

ADDRESS    \\\    LIEUT.    A.    B.    DVKR,    U.    S.    ARMY. 

Mr.   7\mst master : — 

Out  of  the  fullness  of  the  heart  the  nioutli  s])eaketh.  The  repletion 
of  the  stomach  calls  tor  golden  silence. 

It  has  alwavs  been  mv  ambition,  since  earlv  childhood,  to  l)e  a 
soldier ;  but  this  is  the  first  opportunity  that  has  ever  presented  itself 
when  I  ha\e  been  able  to  follow  in  tlic  footsteps  of  the  greatest  cap- 
tain of  the  age.  General  Grant  made  use  of  a  piece  of  yellow^  paper 
for  the  notes  of  a  speech  he  once  delivered  ;   I  do  the  same. 

This  anniversary  of  our  glorious  independence  naturally  calls  to 
mind  the  subject  of  our  Army,  and  it  passes  in  rapid  mental  review — 
the  struggles  of  that  gallant  band  of  patriots  that  gave  to  us  this 
grand  republic,  the  few  luuuhcd  men  who  composed  the  Army  for 
years  after  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  slowlv  l)ut  surely  pushing  the 
aborigines  towards  the  Mississippi  and  throwing  open  to  tiie  hardy 
frontiersman  those  rich  prairies  that  are  now  considered  a  part  of  the 
east — the  war  of  1S12 — then  the  struggles  with  the  Indians  in  Florida, 
wdien  the  volunteers  did  such  ertecti\e  service — the  campaigns  in 
Mexico,  tliat  now  read  like  a  romance — and  llnalh  the  rebellion, 
when  the  countrv  gave  its  b(_)ne  and  sinew,  and  proxed  ilselt  a  nation 
of  soldiers — and  now  the  world  knows  that  the  merchant,  the  farmer, 
the  artisan,  the  laborer  of  America  at  once  springs  to  arms  at  the 
rude  blast  of  war.  Tlie  regidar  Army  is  but  an  integral  part  of  the 
Army  of  America  ;  but  it  is  a  very  necessary  part  I  can  assure  you. 
I  do  not  propose  gi\  ing  \()u  all  the  reasons  tiiercfore  ;  but  if  there  be 
no  objection  I  woukl  like  to  print  my  full  speech  in  the  Congres- 
sional Record. 

Pursuant  to  the  act  cjf  January  6,  1776.  of  tlie  Xew  York  Conven- 
tion, there  was  raised  in  March  of  that  year,  by  Alexander  Hamilton, 
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a  company  of  artillery.  After  gallant  service  throughout  the  Revolu- 
tion this  company  under  command  of  Captain  John  Doughty  in 
June,  17S4 — just  one  hundred  years  ago — constituted  our  regular 
Army  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  same  company  is  now^  one  of 
the  batteries  of  the  regiment  to  v^diich  I  have  the  honor  of  belonging. 
It  is  Light  Battery  ''  F"  of  the  Fourth  United  States  Artillery. 

The  Army  was  immediately  raised  to  about  eight  hundred  men, 
and  in  17S6  the  Shay  rebellion  caused  Congress  to  slightly  increase 
the  artillery  "for  service  on  the  frontiers."  These  troops  did  duty 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  for  a  long  time  and  several  years  elapsed 
before  they  really  reached  the  frontiers. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  Army  was  considerably  increased 
and  in  1792  it  consisted  of  about  5,000  men.  Two  years  later  it  was 
reduced  to  about  3,000  men.  At  the  close  of  the  last  century  the 
growing  troubles  with  France  caused  frequent  and  extensive  aug- 
mentations of  th^  military  force,  and  the  various  acts  of  Congress 
empowered  the  President  to  raise  a  force  of  about  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men  ;  this  however  was  not  actually  done.  The  clouds  of  war 
having  fortunately  dispersed,  the  Army  was  reduced  in  1800,  and 
again  in  iSo3  when  it  reached  the  meagre  limit  of  3,000. 

The  prospect  of  war  with  Great  Britain  in  1S08  made  it  necessary 
to  considerably  increase  the  Army,  and  during  the  war,  which  actu- 
ally commenced  in  181 3,  many  acts  were  passed  increasing  it  until 
the  authorized  strengtli,  if  I  remember  aright,  was  sixty  thousand, 
although  we  had  hardly  35,000  men  in  service. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  in  1815  the  Army  was  reduced  to  10,000  and 
in  1 83 1  it  was  again  reduced  and  given  the  organization  that  now  forms 
its  basis.  A  slight  increase  was  made  during  the  Florida  war  only  to  be 
taken  away  a  few^  years  later.  The  Mexican  war,  of  course,  lai'gely 
increased  the  Army  ;  but  the  returning  peace  again  reduced  it,  and  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  our  regular  Army — ten  thousand  men — 
was  soon  lost  in  the  Army  of  America — a  million  men. 

In  1866  the  regular  Army  was  established  at  60,000;  in  1869  or 
1870  it  was  reduced  to  30,000  and  a  few  years  later  it  was  again  re- 
duced by  5,000,  so  that  with  a  nation  of  50,000,000  of  people  we 
have  an  Army  of  only  35,000  men.  Just  think  of  it  for  a  moment. 
The  United  States  of  America  (she  who  holds  in  her  right  hand  the 
Island  of  Rhode  Island,  \vhile  the  jeweled  fingers  of  her  left  liand 
are  dipped  in  the  waters  of  the  Pacific,  and,  her  feet  resting  on  the 
confines  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  cools  her  brow  in   the  waters  of 
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llic  Arctic  Ocean)  has  a  regular  Army  <jf  only  35,000  men.  Why, 
my  friends,  you  could  not  sec  it  with  a  four-hundrcil  niagnifyuig 
power  microsco))e. 

The  i-egular  Army,  if  full,  would  consist  of  25.000  men  ;  hut  such 
a  iiappy  condition  of  atlairs  is  impossihlc.  The  regulations  say 
that  the  Officer  of  the  Day  camiDl  get  drunk  and  it  is  therefore  simply 
impossible  for  the  Arni\  .  as  a  wiiole.  to  he  full.  Small  as  it  is,  it 
leels  the  bonds  of  brothcrhdud  existing  between  it  and  Uie  tax-payer, 
to  whom  it  owes  its  existence,  and  it  has.  at  the  same  time,  the  proud 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  it  has  nobly  repaid  the  debt. 

TWELFTH   KKGULAK    TOAST. 

The  Navy — Our  own  Sons  have  adtleil  the  lustre  of  their  <leeds 
to  its  renown. 

REPLY  OF    LIEUT.  J.  I).  J.    KELLEY,  U.   S.   NAVY. 

Mr.   Chairijiaii  and  Citizens  of  Nczvport: — 

It  is  with  a  keen  sense  of  gratitude  that  the  Navy,  through  its  rep- 
resentatives here,  thanks  you  for  the  sentiment  just  uttered  ;  for  the 
service  knows  that  this  expression  of  your  trust  and  confidence  but 
reasserts  the  moral  and  material  support  wdiich  this  sea-girt  town 
has  ever  given  the  national  marine. 

A  sea  born  and  a  sea  descended  people  yourselves,  you  have  ever, 
in  (lavs  of  peace  or  when  perils  have  threatened,  measured  at  their 
truest  worth  the  duties  with  which  the  service  has  been  entrusted  ; 
and  conscious  of  this  appreciation  and  encouragement  we,  who  recall 
the  past,  have  never  doubted  wdiat  the  present  would  be.  For  that 
past  and  for  this  present  I  thank  you  in  the  Navy's  name  ;  and  in  that 
future  of  increased  usefulness  which  is  slowly  but  certainly  coming 
we  are  sure  of  the  same  old  helping  hands,  sure  of  the  same  old 
cheering  songs. 

Words  but  faintly  measure  what  New  port  has  been  to  the  Navy, 
for,  from  these  shores,  glorious  now  with  a  triumph  no  less  grand 
than  those  of  war,  you  have  sent  to  it  heroes,  the  memories  of  whose 
valor  re-echo  to  this  day;  and  so  long  as  peimants  flutter  in  the 
loyal  breezes  from  tlic  mast  heads  of  our  ships,  their  names  and  the 
name  of  this  dear,  old  town  they  loved  so  well — shall  never  die. 

TIIIKTICIiXTH    UEGULAK  TOAST. 

7'he  Nezvport  Volunteers — Their  devotion  and  valor  will  ever  be 
grateful  memories  to  every  true  son  of  Newport. 


122  THE    NEWPORT    RE-UNION. 

THE  REPLY  OF  REV.   M.   A.   NOLAN. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen : — 

Twenty-three  years  have  passed  since  I  was  last  present  at  a  great 
pubhc  gathering  in  Newport. 

The  occasion,  then,  was  the  return  from  the  war  of  the  first  New- 
port volunteers.  And  although  the  town  is,  to-day,  ringing  with  joy 
and  gladness  at  the  Re-Union  of  her  Sons  and  Daughters.  l)clieve 
me,  no  one  of  us  feels  so  deep  a  thrill  of  pleasure  as  that  which 
lightened  the  weary  hearts  of  those  same  volunteers,  three  and  twenty 
years  ago. 

I  can  well  recall  the  day  of  their  departure — and  how  solemn  a 
day  it  was !  Each  volunteer,  the  centre  of  an  anxious  group — 
mothers  and  wives  and  sweethearts,  yes  and  stout  hearted  old  fathers 
— all  tearfully  anxious  for  the  dear  ones  who  were  embarking  on  an 
enterprise  from  which  they  might  never  return.  One  hundred  strong 
we  sailed  out  into  the  Bay,  only  one  hundred,  but  with  us  on  that 
day,  went  forth  one  hundred  thousand  good  wishes  from  the  hearts 
we  left  behind. 

Of  what  happened  while  we  were  away,  it  becomes  me  not  to 
speak — that  the  records  of  the  time  can  well  attest.  Suffice  it  for  me 
to  say,  that  on  our  return  Newport  was  proud  to  welcome  her  boys 
home  again. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  ask  myself  how  it  came  to  pass,  that  I,  a 
Minister  of  Peace,  should  have  been  selected  to  respond  to  this  seem- 
ingly war-like  sentiment,  I  can  only  account  for  it  by  the  belief  that 
the  Committee  wished  so  to  express  their  conviction  that  the  whole 
war  was  waged  only  in  the  interests  of  peace. 

It  was  not  a  war  of  conquest,  neither  was  it  a  war  to  further  the 
ambition  of  any  man.  From  the  beginning  of  the  republic,  brothers 
had  debated  and  discussed  a  question  of  truth  and  right — a  question 
of  justice  and  humanity.  The  time  had  come  when  that  question 
must  be  settled  forever. 

That  done,  the  armies  dissolved  and  the  men  scattered  to  their 
homes  throughout  the  nation. 

Behold  here  the  triumph  of  peace  !  Once  more  enthroned  in  the 
land,  she  changed  the  stern  soldier  into  the  gentle  citizen,  and  at  once 
set  about  eftacing  the  ravages  of  war.  There  is  no  grander  page  in 
history,  than  the  record  of  that  transformation.  Yesterday  a  million 
of  soldiers — to-day  a  million  of  workers  !  The  trade  of  war  was 
transient ;  peace  the  business  of  life. 
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111  the  judge  on  the  bench,  in  the  lawyer  pleachng  for  justice  before 
the  courts,  in  the  physician  at  the  bedside  of  the  dving,  in  tlie 
preacher  in  his  pulpit,  you  must  seek  the  leaders  who  yesterday 
stood  in  the  vanguard  of  the  nation's  armies. 

The  sound  of  the  carpenter's  liammer  and  the  blacksmith's  an\  il 
replace  as  if  by  enchantment  the  noise  of  the  fife  and  drum. 

The  work  accomplished — the  routine  of  life  was  calmly  resumed. 
Such  a  scene  as  this  the  world  had  never  witnessed.  Never  does 
this  come  home  to  one  so  forcibly,  as  when  travelling  throu>rh  the 
countries  of  the  old  world,  he  is  impressed  with  the  military  charac- 
ter wiiich  per\ades.  You  are  made  to  feel  that  thev  deem  a  man 
first  a  soldier,  then  a  citizen,  and  \()ur  thought  goes  back  with  pride 
to  the  dear  land  beyond  the  sea  wliere  a  man  is  a  citizen  first  and 
always. 

That  particular  question,  then,  which  called  out  the  Newport  vol- 
unteers was  at  rest  forever.  But  the  great  cause  of  truth  and  justice, 
right  and  humanity  remained  to  be  fought  out  in  other  ways  in  the 
great  battle-field  of  the  world.  And  I  am  sure  that  some  of  nt\  old 
comrades  have  found  with  me,  that  at  times  it  is  a  braver  thing  to 
face  life  than  to  face  death. 

I  do  not  mean  that  it  is  an  easy  thing  to  stand  up  true  and  steadfast 
while  the  guns  of  the  enemy  are  belching  forth  fire  directly  at  you — 
far  from  it — but  then  you  have  the  excitement  of  the  day — the  help  of 
heroic  example  all  around  you,  the  cheering  encouragement  of  your 
leaders — while  the  battle  of  life  is  almost  always  fouijht  out  in  silence 
and  alone. 

Therefore  I  hold  that  tlie  man,  who  after  twenty  or  more  years, 
reappears  among  the  comrades  of  youtli.  having  w  itlistood  the  tempt- 
ations and  assaults  of  vice  and  error,  ha\  ing  kept  himself  uncontam- 
inated  of  the  world,  having  held  his  name  and  honor  so  unsullied 
that  his  native  town  is  proud  to  hail  him  as  her  son,  that  man  has 
won  a  victory  of  greater  merit  than  was  ever  won  b}'  soldier  with 
his  sword. 

It  ma\ ,  then,  be  permitted  me  to  say  to  the  jounger  generation  of 
the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Newport — think  not  that  the  volunteers 
of  twent\-  years  ago  accomplished  all  ;  they  did  their  duty,  yours  lies 
before  you — there  is  need  of  all  and  there  is  room  for  all.  I'eck- 
ham  and  Harrington  stood  side  b}-  side  on  tlie  morning  of  tlie  first 
battle  of  tile  \\  ar.  representing  difierent  races  and  dillerent  creeds  ; 
they  fought  with  equal  bra\erv  in   the  same  cause,   and  those  of  us 
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who  saw  them  in  the  evening  lying  dead  side  by  side  knew  that  they 
had  follen  with  equal  merit  on  the  field  of  honor. 

So  we  ask  you  to  enroll  your  names  and  enlist  for  the  true  and  the 
right  and  enlist  for  the  whole  war.  Then  the  older  men  will  go 
down  to  tlie  gra^'e  happy  in  the  knowledge  that  the  flag  is  still  held 
aloft,  that  the  cause  is  triumphant,  and  that,  at  the  Re-Union  of 
twenty-five  years  hence,  Newport  will  have  reason  to  he  as  proud  of  tlie 
new,  as  she  was  in  days  gone  by,  of  the  old  legion  of  her  volunteers. 

FOURTEENTH  REGULAR  TOAST. 

Newport  in  i8§g  and  in  1884 — The  record  of  the  quarter  of  a 
century.     It  has  been  a  prosperous  one  for  our  lovely  City. 

MR.  GEORGE  PEABODY  WETMORE's  ADDRESS. 

Mr.     Toastmaster.,     Tour    Excellciicy.,    Sons    and    DaugJitcrs   of 
Newport : — 

From  18^59  ^*^  1SS4,  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  almost  a  generation  ;  years  in  Europe  pregnant  of  events, 
witnessinsf  the  wars  between  Prussia  and  Denmark,  Prussia  and 
Austria,  and  Prussia,  Hanover,  Bavaria,  Saxony,  Wurtemburg  and 
Baden  against  France,  residting  in  the  re-establishment  of  the  Ger- 
man and  the  overthrow  of  the  French  Empire  ;  the  petty  principali- 
ties of  Italy  shattered  and  their  fragments  welded  into  a  united  king- 
dom ;  Spain  changed  to  a  republic  only  to  return  again  to  a  mon- 
archy ;  the  Atlantic  and  other  cables  and  the  Suez  Canal  in  success- 
ful operation,  bringing  together  the  ends  of  the  world  and  revolu- 
tionizing its  commerce. 

On  our  own  continent,  the  birth  of  an  empire  and  its  death  in  that 
of  Maximilian. 

At  home  a  nation  composed  of  tliirty-three  states,  five  territories 
and  thirty-one  millions  of  people — at  peace — then,  in  quick  succession, 
civil  war,  a  race  enfranchised,  commerce  swept  from  otl'the  face  of 
the  ocean,  public  credit  destroyed,  a  debt  of  three  thousand  millions  of 
dollars  created,  a  million  and  a  half  of  men  in  arms.  Peace  again  ;  the 
sight  unparalleled  of  those  soldiers  returning  to  their  homes  and  beat- 
ing their  swords  into  ploughshares  ;  public  credit  restored,  specie 
payments  resumed,  and  to-day  thirty-eight  states,  nine  territories, 
and  more  than    fifty-five  millions  of  people. 

Rhode  Island  in  1S59,  with  a  population  of  175,000,  had  in  iSSo 
277,000,  a  gain  of  nearly  60  per  cent.  Her  area  of  10S5  square 
miles  remains  unchanged  ;  but,  I  trust,  your  Excellency  will  pardon 
me  in  saying,  we  measure  our  State  by  her  head  and  not  by  the  foot. 
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I  ma}'  as  well  confess  here,  tliat  the  last  remark  is  not  original  hnt 
selected,  for  if  I  do  not,  I  am  sure  in  these  days  of  wide  readinsj;  and 
dilVuse  learnin<2^  that  murder  will  out.  The  thunder  is  stolen  from 
Mr.  Sanhorn,  thouj4'h  he  does  not  know  it.  Ynu  \\  ill  lind  it  in  the 
Newport  Mercury  of  August  37th,  1859,  on  the  third  page,  second 
column.  prett\  well  down,  and  notwithstanding  my  confession  I  now 
give  public  notice  that  T  still  claim  full  ownership  for  its  ajiplication 
and  shall  in  due  course  demand  a  patent. 

And  now  to  turn  to  our  own  City  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  return 
to  the  toast.  What  report  of  oiu'  stewardship  can  we  make  for  these 
long  years.''  Well,  I  will  begin  Iw  quoting  from  the  Newport  Mer- 
cury of  August  27th,  18=^9,  where,  in  an  account  of  the  Re-Union 
festivities  just  held.  I  find  this  sentence,  "  What  was  first  seen  by  the 
returninof  son  or  dausjhter  was  almost  entireh  the  same,  w  ith  but 
little  change  for  the  better  or  the  worse.  It  was  Newport  again, 
sure  enouirh,"  and,  I  was  about  to  add,  her  fogs,  but  these  vou 
have  just  escaped.  From  this  evidently,  those  who  returned  the  last 
time  and  are  here  with  us  again  to-day,  cannot  require  much  at  our 
hands,  and  I  am,  therefore,  emboldened  to  make  some  comparisons. 

In  i860  the  City  of  Newport  IkuI  10,500  inhabitants;  in  1S80, 
115,693,  a  gain  of  more  than  50  per  cent. 

Between  the  years  18^9  and  1884  the  following  contrasts  are  shown  : 

1S59.  1SS4. 

Valuation  Real  Estate $7,049,100        $21,227,400 

Vahuition  Personal  Estate 3,435,300  6,316,200 

Totals $10,484,400        $27,543,000 

Annual  Tax  Levy $48,223.24   $280,583.26 

Tax  Rate  on  $100 4<JC.  $1.04 

Putting  it  in  another  form,  our  taxable  ])roperty  has  increased 
162.7  P^'"  '^^''it..  :iiul  our  taxes  500.4  per  cent.,  and  our  tax  rate  12.6 
per  cent. 

1859.  I 884. 

The  City  Debt $20,000  $78,500.00 

Less  Sinking  Fund 18,963.49 

Net  Debt 20,000  $.';9-.S.3^>-.';i 

Annual  Interest  Charge 1,197  4.7io.(ki 

It  ma\'  be  interesting  also  to  compare  the  items  of  tlie  t;i\  le\  y  for 
these  same  years  : 
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1859.  1884- 

Public  Schools $  9,500  $3i'495 

Streets  and  Hii^hwajs 10,000  76,000 

Watch  and  Police 4'000  21,400 

Salaries 4'500  17.410 

Fire  Department,  Engine  Houses  and  Lots,  2nd  "I  1,500  24,000"! 

and  3rd  Wards i  i7,doo  f 

Newport  Asylum 4'000  4,000 

Lighting  Streets 2,300  24,000 

Paupers  and  Vagrants 800  6,000 

State  Tax 4'4i9-4o  35'3^'S--6 

Interest  City  Debt 1,100  5,710 

Sinking  Fund 1,000  5,000 

Water  Supply 10,000 

Miscellaneous 5,875  12,200 

Totals $48,994.40  $289,583.26 

What  have  we  to  show  for  these  so  greatly  increased  expenditures? 
We  can  first  point  to  our  communications  with  the  outside  world 
not  then  existing,  the  extension  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  to  New- 
port, the  Wickford  Steamboat  and  Railroad  Company,  the  Jamestown 
Ferry,  and  the  Narragansett  Pier  boat  as  well  as,  to  increased  focili- 
ties  of  travel  and  comfort  afforded  by  the  old  lines,  the  Fall  River  and 
Providence  Steamboat  Companies.  In  local  ways  of  communication 
the  Ocean  Drive  and  those  around  Easton's  Point,  under  the  Hang- 
ing Rocks,  and  Indian  Avenue  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Island, 
giving  healthful  drives  with  views  of  ocean,  coast  and  ba}'. 

As  further  progress,  we  can  name  with  pride  the  Rogers  High 
School ;  a  largely  increased  number  of  school-houses  ;  buildings  for 
the  fire  department  furnished  with  steam  fire-engines ;  the  Newport 
Hospital  ;  the  Redwood  Library  enlarged  ;  the  Townsentl  Free 
Library ;  the  Channing  Memorial  Church  ;  the  introduction  of 
water  ;  the  use  of  electric  light ;  the  telephone  ;  the  electric  fire  alarm  ; 
the  Casino  on  Bellevue  Avenue,  and  the  shops  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borliood  ;  the  Agricultural  Society,  removed  to  enlarged  surround- 
ings ;  the  Ciiarity  Organization  Society  and  a  Society  for  tiie  Building 
of  Improved  Tenements. 

Durincf  the  civil  war  our  Government  entrusted  to  our  care  the 
Naval  Academy,  which  has  since  been  returned  to  its  old  abode. 
She  has  since  given  a  torpedo  station,  a  training  school  for  naval  ap- 
prentices, and  is  now  about,  we  understand,  to  locate  in  adtlition  a 
school  for  naval  graduates. 

We  at  last  yield  tardy  justice  also  to  the  past  and  to  our  naval  hero, 
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the  elder  Perry,  and  State,  City  and  citizens  have  united  in  a  memo- 
rial to  he  made  in  enduring  hronze,  fashioned  hy  the  cunning  anil 
sympathetic  hand  of  a  Newport  son  himself  of  honorahle  lineage. 

I  am  sure  you  have  all  noticed  the  greatly  improved  conilition  of 
the  roailways,  and  I  know  of  no  American  city  that  can  compare  to 
us  in  this  respect.  Still  they  are  hy  no  means  perfect,  and  it  will  he 
found  true  economy  after  liaving  made  them,  to  keep  them  in  thorough 
repair  (which  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  not  done  to  the  extent  it  might  l)e) 
hy  constant  memling  and  hy  sprinkling  with  water.  You  must  have 
hcen  struck  hy  the  great  increase  in  the  numher  of  villas,  huilt  in  all 
directions,  the  variety  of  their  architecture  and  the  careful  attention 
hestowed  on  grass,  trees  and  shrubs. — Among  the  things  that  were 
and  are  not,  we  must  not  forget  the  disappearance  of  the  old  hotels, 
the  Touro,  the  Belle\ue,  the  Fillmore  and  the  Atlantic  House.  The 
Ocean  I  louse  alone  remains  t)f  the  large  summer  ahodes,  gathering 
renewed  \  igor  as  the  years  go  on.  \'illns  have  given  Newport  its 
pre-eminent  position  as  a  watering  place  and  its  wide-world  reputa- 
tion, and  it  will  be  a  sorry  day  should  any  policy  ever  make  of  it  a 
place  devoted  to  excursions.  Let  us  he  content  with  our  own  de- 
velopment.    "  No  man  can  serve  two  masters." 

FIFTEENTH    REGULAR    TOAST. 

Our  Business  Interests — Though  not  entirely  commercial,  they 
have  brought  renown  to  our  City,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

HON.    THOMAS    COGGESHALL's    RESPONSE. 

Bv  traditions  and  from  the  liistorian's  pen  we  liaxe  l)een  taught 
that  our  City  was  for  many  years  tlie  metropolis  of  connnerce,  that 
out  anil  in  there  went  and  came  white-sail  ships  by  hundreds,  laden 
here,  and  l)ringing  back  merchandise  from  foreign  lands,  too  often 
freighted  with  human  beings  from  the  coast  of  Africa.  Following 
that,  daring  seamen  braved  the  terrors  of  ocean,  chasing  the  leviathan 
of  the  deep.  Later  yet,  even  within  the  quarter  of  a  century  just 
passed,  energetic  and  earnest  men  sought  business  to  and  from  the 
islands  of  the  West  Lidies.  All  was  in  vain  as  a  permanent  in- 
dustry. 

In  manufacturing,  the  hum  of  the  loom  and  clang  of  the  an\il 
were  sought  to  reward  the  risks  of  capital,  only  to  be  abandoned.  In 
agriculture,  the  last  of  the  three  great  iydustries,  but  little  reward  is 
secured  to  the  farmer  with  the  vast  competition,  yet  in  horticulture 
and  floriculture  our  intelligent  gardeners  and  Horists  challenge  supe- 
riority in  product  and  cheapness.     Thus  I   have  portrayed  the  fiict 
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that  business  as  recognized  in  the  Inisy  workl  is  ahnost  abandoned  in 
our  Ishuul  home,  yet  measured  by  good  success  in  Hfe,  we  have 
abundant  prosperity  in  developing,  adorning  and  making  more  beau- 
tiful this  town  of  ours.  Thanks  to  the  benefactors  Elam,  Fry,  Kane, 
Derby,  Coggeshall,  Freebody,  Litdefield,  Cranston,  Townsend  and 
others,  our  worthy  poor  are  tenderly  cared  for  ;  nor  is  our  City  Gov- 
ernment ever  unmindful  of  its  duty  to  the  needy  poor.  Charles  Bird 
Kino-  generously,  and  William  Sanford  Rogers  munificently,  supple- 
mented the  willing  acts  of  our  City  Council  that  education  should  be 
freely  and  fully  given  to  Newport's  Sons  and  Daughters.  There  are 
yearly  sent  to  colleges  of  learning  and  to  the  business  world  inteWi- 
gent,  earnest  and  capable  youth,  ready  for  life's  duties.  Second  ;to 
no  city  in  our  land  is  Newport  in  its  educational  privileges. 

The  National  Government  has  recognized  the  superiority  of  our 
coast  position  by  bringing  a  garrison  of  troops,  a  scientific  corps  of 
the  Navy,  and  more  recently  the  United  States  Naval  Training 
Squadron,  and  that  to  be  speedily  supplemented  by  a  Naval  college. 

Our  avenues  and  streets  are  liberally  provided  for,  and  our  arteries 
of  communication  to  and  from  the  outer  world  vastly  increased  in 
the  score  of  years  just  passed,  by  a  liberal  and  far-seeing  City  Coun- 
cil and  people.  Newport  is  to  the  United  States  as  Brighton  is  to 
England.  The  business  of  entertaining  the  thousands  that  yearly 
seek  our  City  for  quiet  antl  healthful  recreation  is  as  legitimate  and 
far  more  lucrative  than  the  ordinary  pursuits  and  avenues  of  trade. 

SIXTEENTH  REGULAR  TOAST. 

The  Clergy — The  sentinels  on  the  watch-tower  of  Zion  ;  may 
their  vigilance  be  abundantly  rewarded. 

RESPONSE    BY    REV.  C.    W.    WENDTE. 

It  was  not  my  good  fortune,  Mr.  Toastmaster  and  frientls,  to  have 
been  born  in  Newport,  and  that  is  a  sorrowful  fact  in  my  life-history 
which  I  shall  have  to  bear  with  me  to  my  grave,  but  I  shall  at  least 
save  my  reputation  for  good  taste  when  I  inform  my  hearers  that 
I  arrived  here  as  soon  after  my  birth  as  possible  and  at  a  very  early 
and  tender  age.  Many  summers  in  my  boyhood  and  maturer  years 
I  spent  in  this  dear  old  City-by-the-sea,  so  that  when  I  was  called 
hither  as  pastor  of  the  Channing  Memorial  Church  it  seemed  indeed 
like  coming  home  and  among  friends.  I  can  enter  most  heartily, 
therefore,  into  the  spirit  of  this  occasion  and  respond  with  especial 
pleasure  to  the  sentiment  which  commemorates  the  character  and 
services  of  the  clergy  of  Newport.  The  clergy  have  always  occu- 
pied a  large  and  honorable  place  in  the  past  history  of  our    City 
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and  their  influence  has  been  a  power  for  virtue,  holiness  and  love. 
Let  nie  remind  vou  that  it  is  to  a  clergyman  that  Newport  owes  its 
verv  existence.  It  was  the  Rev.  Roger  Williams,  that  apostle  of 
civil  libert\'  and  religious  toleration,  who  first  diivcted  the  attention 
of  Coddinsfton  and  his  associates  to  this  fair  Island,  and  advised  him 
to  locate  here  his  infant  colom  .  It  was  another  clergyman.  Bishop 
Berkelev.  the  scholar,  philosopher  anil  humanitarian,  whose  sojourn 
on  the  Island  of  Peace  gave  its  inhabitants  an  impulse  for  learning 
and  cidture  which  is  perpetuated  to  this  very  day,  and  of  which  the 
Redwood  and  Free  Libraries,  the  public  schools  and  the  various  scien- 
tific and  liter:ir\-  societies  among  us.  in  behalf  of  which  the  clergy  of 
Newport  ha\e  ever  deepl\-  interested  themselves,  are  tlie  noble  fruits. 
It  was  from  his  humlile.  I'aithful  pastorate  in  this  City  that  the  learned 
and  eloquent  Dr.  Stiles  was  called  to  assume  the  presidency  of  Vale 
College,  which  position  he  filled  with  such  distinguished  honor. 

The  old  meeting  house  still  stands  on  yonder  quiet  street,  in  which 
Dr.  Hopkins  lifted  up  his  brave,  rebuking  voice  against  the  social 
sins  of  intemperance  anil  sla\  er\  .  In  the  open  field,  near  by.  the 
magic  eloquence  of  WHiitefield  won  tlie  hearts  of  his  hearers  to  that 
new  Gospel  of  Methodism,  which  since  his  day  has  become  the 
cherished  faith  of  millions  of  our  people.  Time  would  fail  to  enu- 
merate the  names  and  virtues,  the  eminent  services  to  man  and  God 
of  tlij  clergv  of  Newport.  Catholic  and  Protestant.  Jew  and  Christian. 

Put  these,  with  few  exceptions,  were  Nevvporters  only  by  adoption. 
I  will  ask  vour  gratefid  homage  to  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  born  and 
reared  i;i  our  own  Citv,  and  closeh'  identified  with  its  religious  and 
social  interests,  but  whose  name  and  inlluence  have  gone  forth  into 
all  the  world  as  a  great  civilizing  and  inspiring  force,  and  conferred 
unihing  lustre  on  his  birthplace.  I  refer  to  Dr.  William  Ellery 
Channing.  the  eloquent  preacher,  the  elegant  writer,  the  earnest 
witness  against  the  national  sin  of  slavery,  the  friend  of  the  laboring 
and  impoverished  classes,  the  transcendent  moral  genius  of  his  age, 
whose  virtues  illustrate  the  eiiectiNe  power  of  a  spiritual  Christianity 
in  quickening  individual  and  social  life. 

It  is  m\'  humble  belief  that  the  clerg}-  of  the  present  day  are  not 
altogether  imworthy  to  succeed  these  able  and  saintly  men  who  have 
been  named.  But  of  this  your  own  grateful  and  kindly  memories 
must  bear  witness,  rather  than  my  voice.  I  can  onl}'  pay  brief  but 
feeling  tribute  in  closing  to  such  ministers  of  the  present  generation 
as  the  late  Rc\.  Dr.  Barrows,  whose  pure,  con.secrated  life  and 
scholarh  preaching  is  iield  in  deserved  honor  among  our  citizens,  to 
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my  dear  friend,  and  yours,  the  late  Rev.  Charles  Timothy  Brooks, 
whose  unspotted,  amiable,  useful  and  devout  life  will  be  forever  a 
fragrant  memory  with  us,  and  who,  at  your  last  Re-Union,  twenty- 
five  vears  ago,  contributed  a  graceful  poem  to  the  occasion.  And 
lastly  I  ask  your  kind  remembrance  for  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thatcher 
Thayer,  the  scholar,  orator  and  good  citizen  whose  advanced  years 
and  infirmities  alone  prevent  his  attendance  at  our  feast  of  cheer 
and  good-will  to-day.  May  the  clergy  of  the  present  and  the  future 
be  mindful  of  the  worth,  the  high  aims  and  devoted  services  of  their 
predecessors  in  the  pulpits  of  Newport,  and  the  people's  heart  re- 
spond ever  generously  and  loyally  to  their  appeals  for  virtue,  order, 
cultin^e  and  i-eligion  ! 

Mr.  Toastmaster,  a  certain  English  Bishop  was  once  asked  the 
proper  length  of  a  sermon.  "  Twenty  minutes,"  he  replied,  '■'■  with 
a  leaning  to  the  side  of  mercy."  You  informed  me,  sir,  tliat 
ten  minutes  was  the  portion  of  time  allottctl  for  my  address.  I  trust 
the  brevitv  of  these  remarks  will  show  that  I  have  remem])ered  and 
bettered  the  instruction. 

SEVENTEENTH  REGULAR  TOAST. 

The  Medical  Profession — An  indispensable  branch  of  science  ; 
ma\'  the  suceess  of  its  members  be  as  their  assiduous  devotion  to  its 
teachings  deserves. 

ADDRESS    BY    DR.    TI.    R.    STORER. 

Daiighters  and  Sons  of  o?ir  Beautiful   City  of  tJic  Sea  : — 

That,  at  the  preceding  Re-Union  of  your  parents  and  grandparents, 
in  1859,  '^^^  physician  to  respond  to  the  toast  to  my  profession,  Dr. 
Usher  Parsons,  was,  perhaps,  at  the  time,  the  most  distinguislied 
representative  of  the  medical  practitioners  of  Rhode  Island,  makes 
my  position  at  this  moment,  by  the  contrast,  very  embarrassing.  Dr. 
Parsons  had  been  fleet  surgeon  to  your  famous  Perry,  and  the  mere 
mention  of  his  name  in  an  assembly  like  this,  was  as  sure  as  that  of 
Perry,  to  elicit  tokens  of  approval  before  he  had  even  risen  to  speak. 
Besides,  though  of  Providence,  Dr.  Parsons  was  practically  one  of 
yourselves,  while  my  only  title  to  your  consideration  is  that  of  a  son 
by  adoption,  and  I  am  to  most  of  you,  even  by  name,  but  a  stran- 
ger. And  yet  so  closely  are  the  respective  States  of  our  birth  united, 
not  merely  by  contiguity  of  soil,  but  by  identities  of  history,  that  a 
pilgrim  from  Massachusetts  Bay  is  soon  made  to  feel,  as  of  yore, 
that  he  is  welcome  in  die  Plantations  of  Rhode  Island.     We  of  Mas- 
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sachusctts  sent  \()u  our  Roger  Williams,  and  though  there  \s as  at  the 
time  some  sliglit  irregularity  in  the  method  of  transfer,  you  of 
Rhode  Island  have  to  confess  that  to  our  mistaken  perversity  you  owe 
the  object  of  your  greatest  pride,  the  course  of  your  whole  history, 
and  even  the  verv  existence  of  this  Xe\vj)ort,  which  outranks  so 
widelv  all  other  Newports  under  the  sun. 

As  I  have  said  by  implication,  it  is  n(jt  only  Roger  Williams,  but 
Dr.  lohn  Clarke,  the  founder  of  Newport,  for  whom  you  are  in- 
debted to  the  Plymouth  Colony.  A  friend  of  Anne  Hutchinson, 
and  a  devout.  God-fearing  person.  Dr.  Clarke  look  pattern  of  holy 
St.  Luke,  since  he  was  not  only  a  good  physician,  but  so  tilled  with 
a  sense  of  the  nearness  of  the  Divine  presence,  and  of  his  own  voca- 
tion to  briiiir  the  sorrowin":  to  our  Saviour's  feet,  that  he  went  about 
this  town  preaching  the  Word  from  the  pulpit  as  well  as  at  the  dying 
bed.  It  was  impossible  for  such  a  man  to  long  endure,  or  be  en- 
dured in,  the  then  social  atmosphere  of  Boston. 

You  have,  however,  repaid  our  gift  by  sending  to  us  from  New- 
port, of  \()ur  own  best  men,  Dr.  Samuel  Danforth,  for  so  many  years 
prominent  in  Boston,  Dr.  Benjamin  Waterhouse,  and,  in  later  years, 
Dr.  Walter  Channing.  one  of  my  own  preceptors,  who  gave  the  ad- 
dress in  behalf  of  the  returned  Sons  and  Daugliters  at  the  former 
Re-Union.  •  Both  of  the  latter  were  called  to  till  chairs  in  Ilarxard 
L'ni\ersitv,  of  which  Danforth  and  Channing  were  graduates,  and 
Waterhouse  the  recipient  of  its  honorary  medical  degree.  Danforth 
became  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  they 
all  were  Fellows  of  Boston's  most  honorable  guild,  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  Waterhouse  and  Channing,  most 
fortunate  of  men.  were  identilied  with  the  two  greatest  improvements 
in  medicine  of  modern,  indeed  of  ancient  and  modern  times.  It  was 
to  Waterhouse  that  Jenner  imparted  his  discovery  of  vaccination, 
and  he  was  its  effective  first  evangelist  in  America  ;  while  Channing, 
the  one  who  practiced,  he  said,  while  his  brother  preached.  b\  liis 
masterlv  work  upon  etherization  in  child-birth  seconded  tlie  im- 
pulse that  had  been  given  by  Simpson  of  Edinburgh,  toward  annul- 
ling the  physical  anguish  of  the  primal  curse.  All  other  human  suf- 
fering, however  intense,  can  l)e  understood  through  the  word  pain, 
but  to  this  supreme  bitterness  there  has  been  no  term  applical)le  save 
agony. 

Did  time  permit.  1  would  furllier  illustrate,  from  this  perhaps  im- 
accustomed  standpoint,  the  early  medical  histories  of  Newport.  I 
can  do  no  more,  however,  than  mention  the  names,  already  familiar 
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to  you,  of  the  physicians  who  were  gathered  here,  themselves  or  their 
fathers,  from  difterent  lands,  the  alumni  of  tlistant  schools  of  science, 
and  with  varying  religious  and  political  convictions — Puritan,  Friend, 
Huguenot  and  Catholic,  loyalist  and  patriot.  Clarke  and  Jeffries, 
Cranston,  Ayrault  and  the  Rodmans,  the  Vignerons,  Noyes  and 
Stanton,  Robinson,  Brett,  Hunter,  Moffat,  Haliburton,  Oliphant, 
Hooper,  Senter,  Gardner,  Easton,  Fletcher  and  Mason  are  all,  with 
Danforth  and  Waterhouse,  upon  your  roll  of  honor  previous  to  the 
present  century,  although  the  two  latter,  b}'  reason  of  the  proverbial 
Newport  longevity,  were  spared  into  the  present,  for  a  living  exam-  ■ 
pie  to  our  fathers,  since  they  both,  as  Channing  also,  nearly  lived  to 
celebrate  their  own  centennial.  Danforth  and  Channing  died  at 
ninety,  and  Waterhouse  at  ninety-two. 

Nor  can  I  speak  to  you  as  I  would  of  the  Newport  physicians  of 
the  first  half  of  our  own  century,  save  to  add  their  names  to  those  of 
the  illustrious  dead  who  preceded  tliem.  Drs.  William  Turner, 
David  King,  Sr.,  Edmund  Thomas  Waring,  Benjamin  W.  Case  and 
Enoch  Hazard  were  all  of  them,  in  181 3,  among  the  founders  of  the 
State  Medical  Society,  which  has  ever  preserved  its  due  proportion 
of  the  collective  good  reputation  and  honor  of  Rhode  Island.  Of  my 
predecessor  here,  the  chronicler  of  by-gone  medical  days  and  men, 
whom  I  first  knew  in  his  old  age  as  an  occasional,  most  welcome 
guest  at  my  father's  tal)le,  and  subsequently  met  at  medical  gather- 
ings in  his  own  city,  I  need  only  say  that  he  left  a  worthy  monu- 
ment to  his  own  memory  in  the  person  of  his  son,  the  distinguished 
Providence  professor,  beloved  by  his  professional  contemporaries. 
Of  the  Newport  physicians  who  were  then,  at  the  former  Re-Union, 
in  the  prime  of  life,  not  one  survives.  Drs.  James  Turner,  Theophi- 
lus  C.  Dunn,  Daniel  Watson,  Charles  Cotton — who,  through  his 
presence  professionally  at  the  battle  between  the  Hornet  and  the  Pea- 
cock, conferred  upon  Newport  similar  fame  to  that  convejed  to 
Providence  by  Surgeon  Parsons  from  Lake  Erie, — David  King, 
Samuel  Wiswall  Butler — all  rest  from  their  labors,  but  their  memory 
is  fresh  in  your  hearts.  To  Drs.  Dunn  and  King,  the  latter  the  most 
distinguished  of  yom*  physicians  in  our  own  days,  I  may  be  permitted 
brief  personal  tribute.  Shortly  after  entering  my  profession,  thirty- 
one  years  ago  the  present  month,  I  was  admitted  to  membership  in 
the  American  Medical  Association.  The  delegates  to  the  Association 
from  Newport  were  then,  and  for  many  years  subsequently,  Drs. 
Dunn  and  King.  The  acquaintance  thus  early  formed,  ijecame  in  the 
case  of  the  latter  gentleman,  Dr.  Drum  having  deceased,  an  intimate 
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one  upon  my  removal  to  Xcwport,  and  I  bear  testimony,  as  can  many 
another  physician  from  every  portion  of  the  country,  to  the  favorable 
impression,  so  many  years  ago  formed,  of  the  medical  profession  of 
Southern  Rhode  Island  from  the  dignilied,  comteous  and  attractive 
bearing  of  those  gentlemen  of  the  old  school,  of  fine  scholarship  and 
of  manners. 

The  toast  of  1S59  was  to  ••  Our  Old  Doctors."  Tlie  old  doctors  of 
Newport  at  the  present  day  consist  of  but  three.  Long  may  they  be 
spared  to  keep  each  other  in  countenance.  But  time  will  i]uickl\- 
make  its  changes.  During  my  own  brief  seven  years  of  residence 
here.  Dr.  Sands  has  been  taken  away,  Dr.  Buttrick,  Dr.  Butler,  Dr. 
King. 

Of  living  physicians,  I  would  gladly  speak  were  it  proper  to  do  so, 
for  you  ha\e  among  your  middle-aged  and  voimger  men,  those  with 
whom  the  metlical  traditions  of  nout  Citv  mav  safelv  rest. 

I  would  do  violence,  however,  to  the  feelings  of  his  associates,  of 
whom  I  am  but  the  voice,  did  I  not  allude  to  the  venerable  prac- 
titioner. Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner,  the  senior  of  us  all,  despite  his  still 
youthful  appearance  and  ways,  around  whom,  for  his  own  sake  and 
in  memory  of  his  uncle  and  father,  whose  places  he  fills,  cluster  the 
sympathies  of  so  many  Xe\Aj:)ort  homes  —  the  President  of  the  Red- 
wood Library,  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  of  the  medical  stall' 
of  the  Newport  Hospital.  Through  his  absence  alone  ha\e  1  been 
selected  to  speak  to  you,  for  he  has  to-tlay,  like  his  beloved  patron, 
Cincinnatus  of  old,  left  the  plow  in  the  professional  furrow  and 
hastened  to  where  there  are  rumors  of  a  war  long  passed,  and  the 
dust  of  history  if  not  of  battle,  and  loving  cups  to  a  glorious  ancestry 
of  whom  our  country  may  well  be  proud  to  the  end  of  time.  As  one 
who  bears  in  his  own  \eins  the  blood  upon  one  side  of  a  participator 
in  King  George's  famous  tea  party  in  Boston  Harbor,  and  upon  the 
other  that  which  was  heated  in  more  than  one  revolutionary  passage- 
at-arms  upon  the  land,  your  speaker  ma\-  hope,  with  you  all,  that 
the  Fourth  of  Jnly  may  be  far  distant  wlien  the  Societ\-  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  shall  have  outlived  the 
generous  env)-  and  approval  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

The  next  Re-Union — what  will  ])e  the  theme  of  m\  successor,  who 
shall  speak  to  your  children  in  the  name  of  the  physicians  of  his 
time.'*  I  think  I  can  tell  you.  for  its  foreshadows  have  alieady 
reached  ourselves,  ^'ou  iia\e  in  your  midst  a  motlel  hospital,  whose 
trustees  intend  that  it  shall  become  the  special  pride,  as  it  is  the 
blessing,   of  your  City.     Though  supposed  to  be  already  rich,  and 
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though  it  will  doubtless  eventually  he  free  from  anxieties  in  this 
direction,  it  is  still,  from  the  difficulty  of  realizing  from  its  lands,  em- 
barrassed for  the  means  to  develop  important  measures  that  its  man- 
agers have  at  heart,  and  it  would  still  turn  to  good  purpose  all  your 
offerings.  Comparatively  imperfect  as  it  thus  yet  is  in  its  work,  it  is 
by  far  the  best  place  in  Newport  for  the  convalescence  of  many  an 
invalid.  And  why.''  Simply  because,  in  addition  to  proper  nursing, 
medicine  and  diet,  it  is  the  one  thought  of  all  concerned  in  its  care 
that  the  air  to  he  breathed  by  these  enfeebled  invalids  should  be  as 
pure  as  possible,  free  from  every  unsanitary  taint,  and  as  like  as  may 
be  to  the  atmosphere  of  Newport  of  the  old  time,  when  Dr.  John 
Clarke  first  entered  it,  and  there  were  nowhere  scattered,  above  or 
just  beneath  the  soil,  the  products  of  decay,  the  seeds  of  death.  Is  it 
better  to  w^ait  till  your  guests  have  to  seek  pure  air  in  the  hospital, 
or  to  provide  it  for  them  and  yourselves,  at  first  hand  and  within 
your  homes.?  I  shall  spare  you,  however,  all  further  application  of 
the  principle,  now  a  cardinal  one  with  the  medical  profession,  to 
which  I  have  led  you.  Physicians  are  and  ever  must  be  the  guardians 
of  the  life  and  health  of  a  city,  its  growth  and  vigor,  as  they  are  of 
those  of  its  citizens,  and  precisely  as  the  reverend  clergy  are  the  cus- 
todians of  its  morals.  A  very  high  standard,  in  the  one  as  in  the 
other,  will  produce  commensurate  results.  Do  not  fail  to  remem- 
ber that  I  say  this  to  you,  not  from  myself  merely,  but  in  behalf  of  the 
w^hole  profession  of  our  City.  At  the  next  quarter-centenary  of  her 
Sons  and  Daughters,  may  it  be  claimed  that  Newport  lias  more  than 
preserved,  and  through  a  more  valid  title  than  ever  before,  its  right 
to  the  appreciation  of  all  whose  good  opinion  is  worth  the  having. 

I  close  with  the  parting  sentiment  of  my  predecessor,  at  the  Re- 
Union  of  1859  •  '''  ^^^^^  memory  of  distinguished  physicians  of  Rhode 
Island,  who  have  well  played  their  part  in  the  drama  of  professional 
life,"  and  I  adtl  to  it  simply  this  :  And  especially  those  of  Newport. 
Of  their  each  successive  generation,  at  each  recm^ring  gathering  of 
these  Sons  and  Daughters  from  whom  they  may  have  averted  the 
approach  of  death,  may  it  be  said  that  they  were  more  thoughtful  for 
the  good  repute  of  their  City  than  for  themselves — that  they  had  the 
courage  of  their  convictions — that  they  preferred  the  temporary  un- 
popularity that  plain  speech  is  so  sure  to  bring,  to  the  plaudits  of  a 
careless  multitude,  and  that  in  the  consciousness  that  the  descendants 
of  those  for  whom  they  labored  would  call  them  blessed,  they  found 
their  reward. 
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EIGHTEENTH    REGULAR    TOAST. 

The  Press — Its  influence  is  great ;   may  it  always  be  exerted  for 
good . 

RESPONSE    BY    HON.    JOHN    P.    SANBORN. 

You  ask  me  to  speak  for  the  Press  of  Newport.      It  speaks  for  it- 
self.    For  more  than  a  century  and  a  quarter  of  our  existence  as  a 
prosperous  and  cultivated  town  and  City,  the  Press  has  been  an  im- 
portant factor  in  that  cultivation  and   has  aided   in   no   mean  propor- 
tions to  that  growth.      We  are  often   told  of  friends  in  disguise  and 
as  such  the  citizens  of  this  fair  Island  of  Rhode  Island  and  the  ad- 
joining Plantations   may    well    consider    our    neighbors    across    our 
northern  border  in  the  good  old  Bay  State,  where  every  faithful   son 
is  tau^J-ht  to  believe   rests  the   hull  of  the  universe.      Thev  sent  out 
from  their  number  Roger  Williams,  the  Qiiaker,  to  discover   Rhode 
Island,  and  also  established   that  hitherto  unheard   of  doctrine   of  a 
perfect  religious  freedom.      Our  good   puritanic  friends,   less  than  a 
century  later,  found  another  independent  character  who  persisted   in 
tellino-  the  truth,  which  not  onlv  astounded  but  ollended  the   natives. 
And   he,   likewise,   was  advised  to    luigrale.      Like  a    sensible    man 
that  he  was.  became  to  Newport,  and  in  1732   James  Franklin,   the 
elder  brother   of  that  great  statesman  and    philosopher,   having  left 
Massachusetts  because  he    was    not   permitted    to    publish    the    truth 
in  the  New  England  CourcUit,  set  up  his  printing  press  in  this  good 
old  town.     The  Rhode  Island  Gazette — the  fourth  paper  started  in 
all  America  and  the  third  then  in  existence,  was  the  result  of  that 
banishment.      Although  this  adventure  was  slioit  lived,  it  makes  this 
town  tlie  pioneer  in  the  newspaper  enterprise  of  the  United   States. 
Its  lield  was  large,  but  its  circulation  was   limited,  and   it  soon   died 
a  natural  death.     A  few  years  later  the  son,  James,  the  younger,  took 
up  the  pen  which  the  father  had  relinquished,   and  in    175S  gave  to 
the    world  Newport's  second   newspaper.   The  Newport  Mercury. 
From  that  day  to  this,  Newport  has  not  been  without  its  paper. 

The  Press  of  Rhode  Island,  and  of  Newport  in  particular,  has 
always  been  the  great  champion  of  liberty.  It  has  been  we  believe 
the  pioneer  in  every  good  cause,  where  human  progi-ess  and  human 
rights,  are  at  stake.  In  the  early  conflict  with  the  mother  country, 
as  in  all  the  later  contests  for  freedom,  it  spoke  with  no  uncertain 
sound.  More  than  five  years  before  the  good  Capt.  Davis  and  his 
little  band  of  patriots  stood  b}'  that  rude  bridge  at  Concord,  "and 
fired  the  shot  heard  round  the  world,"  the  editor  o'l  the  Newport 
Mercury  had  hurled  defiance  in  the  teeth  of  King  George  by  placing 
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at  the  head  of  his  cohimns,  the  remarkable  motto,  "Undaunted  by 
Tyrants  we'll  die  or  be  Free," — a  motto  exceeding  in  plainness  and 
daring  anything  ever  before  adopted  by  paper  or  people.  To 
Rhode  Island  belongs  the  honor  of  firing  the  first  gun  in  the  great 
conflict  of  the  Revolution.  The  aftairs  of  the  Maidstone  and  the 
Gaspee  both  antedate  the  revolutionary  proceedings  of  an\-  other 
state  or  colony.  Her  people  were  also  the  first  by  legislative  enact- 
ments to  ofter  a  solid  opposition  to  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of 
the  mother  countrv.  No  little  credit  for  this  advanced  patriotism  is 
ihie  to  the  firm  stand  taken  by  that  brave  old  hero,  Solomon  .South- 
wick,  and  his  able  corps  of  assistants. 

The  learned  gentleman  who  has  just  preceded  me  has  in  an  elo- 
quent manner  told  you  of  the  distinguished  sons  of  Esculapius  who 
have  in  former  days  done  honor  to  oiu"  "  City-by-the-sea  "  by  being 
born  within  its  limits,  or  by  adopting  it  as  their  home.  I  might, 
likewise,  give  you  a  long  catalogue  of  bright  and  shining  lights  in 
our  profession.  Their  names  are  familiar  to  many  of  you.  South- 
wick,  Hall,  Barber  and  Jackson  were  men  of  more  than  ordinary 
endowments,  and  their  works  show  that  they  could  wield  with  vigor 
that  sometimes  dangerous  weapon,  the  editorial  quill.  A  quarter  of 
a  centmy  ago,  when  the  returning  Sons  and  Daughters  graced  the 
festive  board  at  the  first  Re-Union,  the  moving  spirit  in  that  great 
celebration,  then  occupying  the  chair  which  you  do  now,  Mr.  Mayor, 
was  an  honored  member  of  our  profession.  The  position  which  you 
so  ably  fill  to-dav,  Mr.  Toastmaster,  was  likewise  graced  by  a  mem- 
lier  of  the  editorial  fraternity.  Mayor  Cranston,  the  President  of  the 
Re-Union  of  1S59,  and  Mayor  Atkinson,  the  Toastmaster,  will  long 
he  remembered  as  two  of  Newport's  brightest  editorial  writers, 
though  entirely  difterent  in  the  style  and  character  of  their  writings. 

But  I  will  not  weary  you  longer  with  the  catalogue  of  my  illustri- 
ous predecessors.  When  the  history  of  this  town  shall  be  accu- 
ratelv  written,  their  names  will  demand  an  important  place  on  its 
roll  of  honor.  As  the  Press  of  Newport  has  in  the  past  been  the 
great  champion  of  liberty,  of  progress,  and  of  reform,  so  we  believe 
it  to  be  to-dav.  and  trust  that  in  the  bright  future  that  is  before  us  it 
will  be  found  true  to  the  great  principles  which  it  has  ever  so  forcibly 
inculcated,  and  \vhich  arc  the  foundation  and  chief  support  of  this 
great  nation. 

MNETEKNTII    REGULAR    T(JAST. 

Our  Public   Schools — They  are  the  pride  of  the    past    and    the 
hope  of  the  future. 
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REPLY    OF    SUPERINTENDENT    G.    A.    LITTLEFIELD. 

Mr.  Toastmaster.,  Ladles  and   Gentlemen: — 

Whenever  a  true  American  considers  the  theme  with  which  I 
have  been  honored  in  all  its  vital  relations  to  the  phenomenal  growth 
and  prosperity  of  this  country,  he  cannot  fail  to  experience  the  most 
grateful  emotions  of  honest  pride  in  the  past  and  of  sanguine  hope 
for  the  futui"e.  If  this  is  true  of  Americans  in  general,  how  emphat- 
ically should  it  be  true  of  every  Son  and  Daughter  of  Newport,  espe- 
cially on  this  doubly  patriotic  occasion,  when  it  is  remembered  that 
the  two  grandest  features  of  our  national  life,  the  two  essential  ele- 
ments of  our  civil  government  v^hich  if  eliminated  would  leave  us 
in  disaster,  namely,  the  free  common  school  and  American  Independ- 
ence were  both  first  born,  so  to  speak,  the  one  upon  this  lovely 
Island  and  the  other  upon  the  adjacent  waters  of  our  beautiful  bay. 

Schools  of  other  kinds,  to  be  sure,  had  existed  in  the  colonies  be- 
fore 1640,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  first  free  common  school  was 
established  at  that  time  under  Robert  Lenthal,  in  this  City  near  the 
Middletown  line.  The  ominous  distant  rumbling  of  the  storm  of 
the  Revolution,  too,  had  been  gradually  filling  the  western  sky  for 
years  before  those  first  bursts  of  resistance  which  preceded  the  Bos- 
ton Tea  Party,  and  which  occurred  on  the  waters  of  Narragansett  Bay. 
The  ideas,  moreover,  underlying  the  free  schools  and  the  Fourth  of 
July  w^ere  nothing  less  than  a  divine  inspiration  to  a  whole  recep- 
tive land,  and,  as  is  true  throughout  all  history,  it  is  diflicult  to  lo- 
cate a  precise  spot  which  may  be  called  the  birthplace  of  such  a  rev- 
elation. The  meagre  chroniclers  of  those  early  days,  not  realizing 
that  in  their  efforts  for  schools  and  for  freedom  they  were  enter- 
taining our  guardian  angels  unawares,  make  but  little  mention  of  the 
matter,  though  now  every  community  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  like  the 
Seven  Grecian  cities  that  strove  for  Homer  dead, 
Through  which  the  living  Homer  begged  liis  bread,  < 

.every  hamlet  of  the  original  settlements  is  diligent  and  proud  to 
point  a  monumental  finger  towards  its  earliest  possible  efforts  for 
common  schools  and  for  political  freedom. 

And  out  of  all  this  research  it  is  evident  that  if  the  two  American 
divinities,  education  and  liberty,  the  only  truly  titled  personages  per- 
mitted on  our  shores,  were  asked  to  indicate  one  spot  above  another 
on  this  continent,  where  they  first  saw  the  light,  though  they  are 
about  to  be  enthroned  upon  granite  in  New  York  harbor  as  the  God- 
dess of  Liberty  enlightening  the  world,  still,  if  they  could  speak, 
it  is  evident  from  the  records  and  traditions  that  they  would  claim  to 
be  simply  Daughters  of  our  own  Island  Home. 
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Let  them  return  tlien  to-dav  as  our  most  distin<ruished  (riiests  on 
this  quarter  centennial  occasion,  and  let  them  ever  go  before  us  as 
the  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire  inciting  us  to  even  greater  deeds  than 
have  yet  been  attained  b\-  our  proud  little  City.  Thev  confer  on  us 
by  their  presence  a  greater  honor  than  we  derive  from  all  other 
sources,  and  if  it  is  true  that  mind,  rather  than  matter,  alone  survives 
the  wreck  of  time,  a  fame  more  enduring  tlian  even  the  rocks  upon 
our  everlasting  shores. 

Ave.  let  theUi  return  and  stimulate  us  to  the  hiorhest  endeavor  in 
public  education,  for  the  honor  of  ha\ing  been  the  first  to  establish 
free  schools  entails  upon  this  City  the  responsibilit}-  of  ever  keeping 
them  foremost  in  point  of  excellence.  In  the  past,  this  responsibility 
has  been  well  discharged,  and,  for  the  present,  being  a  recent  comer 
among  you,  I  may  modestly  express  my  conviction,  that  the  New- 
port school  system,  from  the  kindergarten  in  its  naturalness,  up  to 
the  Rogers  High  School  in  its  strength,  whether  we  consider  the 
scholarship  and  fidelity  of  the  teachers,  the  earnestness  of  the  pupils, 
or  the  interest  and  dcNotion  of  the  patrons,  is  one  which  in  its  devel- 
opment has  kept  full  pace  with  the  most  ambitious  element  of  the 
City's  progress,  and  one  of  which  any  city  might  be  justly  proud. 

And  yet  if  our  schools  are  destined  to  maintain  their  foremost 
place  in  the  march  of  progress,  they  must  not  lose  step  with  the  ad- 
vancing tread  of  other  cities.  It  is  not  safe  in  school  afiairs  to  follow 
exclusively  the  maxim  of  precedent.  There  is  not  a  single  depart- 
ment of  school  work  that  can  attain  the  most  vigorous  development 
under  a  supervision  actuated  by  the  willingness  sometimes  expressed 
to  me  in  ditVerent  quarters  to  '■'  let  things  go  on  as  they  always  have 
gone."  If  the  schools  had  already  reached  perfection  or  if  they  were 
a  cemetery,  such  a  principle  might  be  judiciously  followed,  but  they 
are  not,  they  are  a  living,  sacred  trust  to  be  discharged  in  the  full 
blaze  of  all  the  most  recent  light.  Their  trustees  must  be  only  the 
soundest  of  men,  vigilant  to  forbid  every  form  of  flighty  experiment- 
ing, never  adopting  the  new  solely  because  it  is  new,  and  yet  ever  on 
the  alert  to  embrace  the  first  beams  of  all  those  great  undoubted  im- 
provements that  are  now  appearing  at  frequent  intervals  above  the 
school  horizon.  Common  schools,  excellent  as  they  are,  are  not  yet 
half  way  up  the  eminence  of  their  possible  attainment.  The  next 
twenty-five  years  will  see  their  present  efficiency  doubled  in  many 
places  that  are  now  foremost.  May  God  grant  that  Newport  when 
next  slie  calls  home  her  Sons  and  Daughters  may  be  as  justly  proud, 
as  she  is  to-day,  of  her  advanced  position  in  the  possession  of  com- 
mon schools. 
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The  last  toast  had  now  been  offered ;  the  last  response  had 
been  made.  During  the  delivery  of  some  of  the  addresses 
it  was  observed  that  a  glistening  moisture  filled  many  an  eye, 
while  not  a  few  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  whose  grey  locks 
told  how  near  they  were  to  the  end  of  life's  career  could 
scarcely  conceal  the  emotion  which  the  utterances  of  several 
of  the  speakers  produced  within  them.  It  was  a  solemn  mo- 
ment, which  was  passed  in  silence,  ere  the  Toastmaster  arose 
for  the  last  time.  Was  there  one  among  the  still  large  assem- 
blage who  was  not  mentally  asking  the  question,  shall  I  be 
here  at  the  next  Re-Union?     It  is  thought  not. 

At  last  the  time  for  parting  had  arrived.  There  was  an  al- 
most painful  stillness  as  every  one  present  listened  with  the 
most  intense  interest  to 

THE    TOASTMASTER's    CLOSING    WORDS. 

The  exercises  of  the  afternoon  are  now  conCkuled,  and  the  hour  of 
parting  has  come.  I  trust  you  have  heartily  enjoyed  the  pleasant 
humor  of  reminiscent  story,  the  tender  pathos  of  the  poetic  otlbiings, 
and  the  stirring  eloquence  which  old  memories  of  Newport  have 
evoked  from  the  hearts  of  her  loyal  Sons.  On  behalf  of  our  Cit}'  I 
wish  you  a  hearty  Godspeed  on  your  homeward  journeys,  and  trust 
that  as  many  as  have  life  and  health  continued  will  meet  with  us  at 
the  Re-Union  of  twenty-five  years  hence. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


THE    EVENING  S    FESTIVITIES. 

Great,  grey  banks  of 
J!  mist,  surmounted  by 
black, ominous  thunder 
clouds,  rolled  in  after 
■  the  tired  feasters  as 
they  hurried  homeward 
in  the  (jatherino;  twi- 
^  light.  Already  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  City, 
gleamed,  at  intervals, 
the  Hery  trains  of  fire- 
works as  they  shot, 
hissing,  into  the  air; 
the  most  brilliant  dis- 
plays about  the  Clifis 
being  upon  the  grounds 
of  Miss  C.  L.  Wolfe, 
Mr.  George  Peabody 
Wetmore,  and  Mrs.  J. 
V.  L.  Pruvn. 

-   -  ^ 

SPOUTING  ROCK.  Thousauds,     there- 

fore, imagining  from  these  private  illuminations  that  the  City's 
programme  would  be  carried  out,  stationed  themselves  upon 
yachts,  wharves,  and  public  and  private  buildings,  and,  in 
short,  in  every  available  spot  commanding  a  view  of  the  harbor. 
Already,  despite  the  fog  that  settled  over  the  City  shortly  after 
six  o'clock,  strings  of  colored  lanterns  began  to  disperse  the 
gloom  in  all  directions  and  gleam  faintly  from  on  high.  Every- 
where preparations  for  the  most  elaborate  illumination  and  cele- 
bration were  being  made.  The  Committee  were  in  a  quandary. 
To  omit  this  portion  of  the  programme  would  cause  a  crushing 
disappointment,  while  carrying  it  out  would  entail  upon  the 
multitude,  in  all  probability,  a  thorough  drenching  with  rain. 
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At  seven  o'clock  the  fog  settled  heavier.  The  Committee 
and  spectators  were  in  despair.  But  the  weather  prophet 
predicted  that  it  would  lift  soon,  and,  true  enough,  at  eight 
o'clock  the  moon  was  again  visible,  and  the  preparations  for 
the  fireworks  were  actively  carried  forward.  The  yachtsmen 
brought  their  fireworks  up  on  deck,  and  arranged  lanterns 
and  lights,  in  the  most  picturesque  way  imaginable,  over  their 
graceful  craft.  The  Committee's  barge  was  stationed  near 
Ferry  wharf  and  was  perpetually  revealed  by  the  continuous 
display  of  pyrotechnics  that  rose  from  its  deck.  Answering 
salutes  shot  in  flaming  paths  from  the  wharves  near  at  hand, 
and  from  the  yachts  and  smaller  pleasure  craft  darting  here 
and  there  over  the  waters.  Anon,  masses  of  red  flame  would 
burst  forth  from  one  or  another  point  suffusing  the  surroundings 
in  a  rosy  glow,  in  which  the  spars,  masts,  and  hulls  of  the 
vessels  and  the  heavier  outlines  of  the  neighboring  buildings 
pressed  out,  as  it  were,  in  bold  relief  against  the  black  back- 
ground. Over  the  fire-tipped  waves  streamed,  also,  a  broad 
band  of  silvery  light,  that  poured  from  the  electric  reflector 
at  the  Torpedo  Station.  Here,  shining  with  the  clear  radiance 
of  the  brightest  moonlight,  it  brought  out  a  building  in  the 
most  vivid  and  entrancing  way  from  the  surrounding  gloom  ; 
there,  a  faintly  discernible  group  of  spectators  seemed  sud- 
denly to  spring  out  in  the  most  startling  way  from  the  envelop- 
ing darkness.  But  grandest  of  all  was  the  effect  of  the 
electricity  reflected  upon  the  surging  waters  as  they  shot  in 
large  volumes  into  the  air,  the  masses  of  spray  sparkling  with 
a  brilliancy  not  to  be  found  in  the  most  costly  of  gems.  This 
upheaval  of  the  waters  of  the  inner  harbor  was  caused  by  the 
torpedoes  so  kindly  prepared  and  exploded  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commandant  of  the  Torpedo  Station.  The  display 
was  simply  magnificent  while  it  lasted. 

Suddenly,  shortly  after  nine,  great,  heavy  drops  came 
splashing  down,  pattering  out  a  warning.  The  judicious 
fled  to  shelter  ;  but  hundreds,  learning  that  the  fireworks  were 
only  half  expended,  disregarded  the  admonition,  though  much 
to  their  cost,  however,  when  a  few  moments  later  the  mighty 
downpour  came,  thoroughly  drenching  the  crowds  as    they 
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rushed  helter-skelter  for  protection.  The  warehouses  were 
crowded  with  wet,  bedraggled,  dreary  and  disgusted  sight- 
seers. The  steamboats  at  the  wharves  careened  well-nigh  to 
their  gunwales  as  the  passengers  sought  the  leeward  side  for 
shelter.  The  electric  rays,  in  their  shifting  path,  still  flooded 
the  City  with  calm  radiance,  and  gave  a  weird,  fantastic  ap- 
pearance to  the  deluge,  lighting  up  the  falling  drops  and 
rising  clouds  of  spra}'  with  rainbow  hues.  The  lines  of  lan- 
terns upon  Thames  Street,  so  strikingly  beautiful  in  the  early 
evening,  flickered  feebly,  as  they  struggled  to  hold  their  own, 
dropping  at  last  with  a  sputter  one  by  one  into  the  muddy 
streams  below,  till  nothing  but  the  supports  remained. 

Later,  many  pedestrians,  in  heavy  wraps,  dashed  along 
the  streets  in  the  blinding  rain,  past  the  brightly  illuminated 
windows  of  the  shops  and  offices,  towards  the  beacon  lights 
in  those  of  the  State  House.  Here  was  exhibited  a  handsome 
flag,  bearing  the  flgures  of  an  Indian  and  a  sailor  with  those 
of  an  eagle  and  a  shield  between  them,  the  latter  with  the 
word  "  Excelsior,"  loaned  by  Mayor  Edson,  of  New  York, 
to  Mr.  W.  G.  Peckham,  the  chairman  of  the  delegation  from 
that  City.  Without,  the  rain  drove  men  apart;  within,  its  in- 
fluence brought  them  nearer  and  closer  than  ever  before,  amid 
congenial  spirits  and  surroundings. 

In  the  Representatives  Chamber  the  Sons  and  Daughters 
from  New  York  had  arranged  for  a  reception  in  honor  of  their 
Newport  friends.  Despite  the  pitiless  elements  two  or  three 
hundred  brave  hearts  were  gathered  there  to  enjoy  the  hand- 
shaking and  listen  to  the  happv,  apt  sentences  which  fell 
from  the  lips  of  a  score  or  more  gentlemen,  whom  the  genial 
Chairman  of  the  Reception  Committee,  Mr.  Philander  Shaw, 
introduced  in  turn  to  the  large  assemblage.  Qj,iickly  did 
memory  unite  the  golden  links  that  bound  tlie  present  with  the 
past ;  quickly  did  the  recollection  of  many  an  aged  one  pres- 
ent flash  down  the  long  years  to  the  spring-time  of  life  to  those 
possessions  of  the  heart  that  can  never  flee  or  be  forgotten; 
that  neither  guilt  nor  passion  can  ever  blot  out.  Those  mem- 
ories  of  an  early  home,  where  he  had  frolicked  away  the 
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happy  hours  with  their  "  gay  dreams,  cloudless  skies,  visions 
of  bliss,  and  glorious  happiness  ;"  of  loving  faces,  "  long  gone 
with  all  their  smiles  and  tears,"  that  in  childhood's  days  beamed 
out  from  the  antique  windows  ;  memories,  in  fact,  that  will 
reproduce  for  him  on  the  verge  of  eternity,  "  the  freshness  of 
emotion,  of  life  and  desire,  with  which  existence  on  earth  be- 
gan." Deeply  moved  by  such  overmastering  emotions,  and 
stirred  by  the  evidences  of  fellow  feeling  on  the  part  of  his 
hearers,  is  it  any  wonder  that  the  sentiments  uttered  smacked 
of  delightful  reminiscence  and  touching  tales  of  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne." 

This  reception,  then,  held  by  the  prodigals  from  New  York 
proved  to  be  the  concluding  feature  of  the  programme  of  exer- 
cises of  the  gi"eat  Re-Union  day.  The  thoughts  of  many  pres- 
ent wandered  away  into  the  dim,  doubtful  future  ;  the  eyes  of 
old  and  young  alike  were  suffused  with  sympathetic  moisture  as 
hand  was  extended  to  hand  and  "  good-nights"  were  spoken  ; 
the  aged  ones  turned  many  a  time  to  take  what  might  prove  to 
them  a  farewell  glance  at  the  interior  of  the  Chamber  so  re- 
nowned in  history'5  pages,  and  when,  finally,  hosts  and  guests 
wended  their  way  through  the  still  fiercely  driving  rain  to 
their  temporary  abodes  and  homes,  there  was  a  tinge  of  sad- 
ness hovering  over  the  majority  of  hearts.  A  rather  mourn- 
ful ending,  it  might  be  said,  to  a  hearty,  jo3^ful  occasion  ;  but 
is  not  the  source  of  laughter  ever  very  near  to  that  of  tears? 
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AFTER     lllK    DAY. 

The    glad 
Re-Union  day, 
with  its  attend- 
ant exercises 
and    its    inci- 
dents,   had 
passed  ;    it  be- 
v^    longed    to  his- 
tory.    Under 
ordinary   cir- 
cumstances the 
drenching  rain 
ig^   s  t  o  r  in    w  i  t  ii 
;^:     which,  meteor- 
%%  ologicallv,  the 
i^^f ;   da}'    closed, 
w  ()  u  1  d   h  a  V  e 
i   dampened   the 
^^-^;'«3t'^  ardor  and  ren- 
dered spiritless 
^almost  any 
__^  crowd    of    hu- 
^^3  man  beings. 

CHANNING   MEMOKIAI.   CllL  lail.  But     the     OCCa- 

sion  that  brought  together  in  Newport  the  vast  multitude  of 
people,  on  the  day  in  question,  was  by  no  means  an  ordinary 
one  ;  it  was  one  that  had  been  the  outcome  of  the  best  and 
purest  motives  and  the  result  of  the  most  unselfish  labor  put 
forth  by  those  concerned  in  it ;  it  was  an  occasion  that  devel- 
oped much  joy,  and  that,  too,  without  a  tinge  of  bitterness. 
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Little  wonder,  then,  need  be  expressed  at  the  statement  that 
the  violence  of  the  rain  storm  did  not  draw  from  those  in  New- 
port who  chanced  to  become  acquainted  with  its  dampening 
effects,  the  usual  grumblings  consequent  upon  such  temporary 
discomfort.  There  was  nothing  of  this  kind  heard,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  despite  the  difficulties  encountered  and  incon- 
venience experienced  by  pedestrians  in  their  efforts  to  get  from 
place  to  place,  the  various  thoroughfares  resounded  with 
cheery  sounds ;  indeed  observation  from  numerous  points 
proved  that  the  rale  was — the  heavier  the  rain  the  louder  the 
lauphter.  Time  and  time  again  has  this  fact  been  dwelt 
upon. 

But,  it  will  naturally  be  asked,  why  were  these  people  out 
at  all?  The  answer  is  very  simple,  and  is,  that  there  were 
hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  individuals. in  town  who  could  not, 
for  the  historic  price,  love  or  money,  obtain  lodgings  at  th(3se 
places,  where,  ordinarily,  they  can  be  had. 

Fortunately  the  rain  did  not  continue  during  the  whole  of 
the  night,  else  not  a  few  who  were  absolutely  compelled  to  seek 
the  friendly  shelter  of  coal  and  wood  sheds,  or  to  rest  upon 
the  doorsteps  of  houses  along  the  streets,  would  have  had 
a  still  stranger  experience,  than  proved  to  be  theirs,  to  relate 
when  they  reached  their  homes.  A  more  hearty,  joyous  con- 
course of  visitors,  under  all  the  circumstances,  could  not 
possibly  be  imagined.  It  was  evident  that  one  and  all  came 
to  Newport  with  a  fixed  purpose,  namely,  to  participate  in 
the  pleasures  which  a  re-union  such  as  was  had  would  bring 
forth,  and  to  permit  nothing  to  mar  their  perfect  enjoyment 
of  the  day. 

The  creneral  conduct  of  the  thousands  of  visitors  was  exem- 
plary  in  the  extreme.  When  it  is  remembered  that,  for  the 
day,  the  population  of  the  City  was  more  than  doubled,  the 
fact  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  deportment  of  any  one 
but  what  challenged  admiration  is  most  extraordinary.  The 
historian  of  the  Re-Union  of  1859  concluded  his  story  of 
that  memorable  occasion  with  these  four  really  remarkable 
statements : 
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1.  There  was  more  provision  prepared  than  cncii  the  vast  coiii- 
paii\   could  use,  and  all  ot  it  good. 

2.  There  was  ii<jt  an  accident  or  disturbance. 

3.  There  was  not,  so  tar  as  is  known,  a  single  pocket  picked. 

4.  There  were  not  an\  arrests,  nor  the  necessity  foran\. 

The  people  of  the  present  generation  are  more  active,  less 
conservative,  and,  probably,  not  more  discreet  in  their  con- 
duct, than  those  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  :^l^o.  Therefore 
the  fact  is  even  more  remarkable  that,  with  reference  to  tiie  de- 
portment of  citizens  and  visitors,  the  same  pleasant  condition 
of  things  existed  on  Jul}'  4,  1884,  as  was  experienced  on 
Auoust  23,  1859.  Not  a  disturbance,  no  arrests  and  no  neces- 
sity for  any,  no  dishonest  act  performed  !  This  simple  fact 
stands  as  the  most  deeply  significant  feature,  and  will  e\er 
be  treasured  as  a  priceless  memento,  of  a  great  day  and  a 
grand  event. 

The  down-poiuing  of  heaven's  dew  on  the  night  of  the 
Fourth,  interfered,  as  has  been  stated,  with  the  displa\  of  lire- 
works  which  had  been  arranged  for  by  the  Re-Union  Com- 
mittee. This  was  a  source  of  deep  regret  all  luound,  both  for 
the  Committee  and  the  visitors,  for  it  w  as  desired  that  as  many 
as  possible  should  witness  the  blaze  of  glor}'  with  w  hich  the 
Re-Union  managers  intended  the  da\-  should  end.  Wlien, 
after  the  discharge  in  the  harbor  of  a  portion  of  the  (ireworks, 
it  was  evident  that  no  gratification  would  be  afforded  by  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  display.  Chairman  Stanhope,  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Illuminations,  exercised  a  wise  discretion  in  postponing 
the  remaining  part  of  the  programme,  and  determined  to 
change  the  scene  from  tiie  lovely  waters  of  Narragansett  I>ay 
to  the  delightful  surroundings  of  Touro  Park.  "The  weather 
was  not  particularl}'  propitious  for  several  da}s,  and  the  result 
was  that  the  Re-Union  festivities  were  not  fmally  concluded 
until  about  the  middle  of  the  week  following  the  great  event. 
Then  the  grand  pyrotechnic  display,  and  sweet  music  from  a 
couple  of  bands,  brought  to  a  fitting  close  the  progrannne  w  hich 
the  Committee  had  arranged. 

A  few  days  afterwards  the  attention  of  the  Committee  was 
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directed  to  a  serious,  yet,  withal,  pleasant  duty,  namely,  that 
of  meeting  their  financial  obligations.  The  expenses  of  the 
Re-Union  had  been  very  heavy,  but  not  so  burdensome  as  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  their  being  promptly  met.  It  had 
been  the  desire  of  the  Committee  to  call  upon  the  City  for 
nothino-  more  than  the  eighteen  hundred  dollars  which  had 
originally  been  appropriated,  yet,  while  citizens  and  summer 
residents  alike  had  been  very  generous,  it  was  found  that  the 
subscriptions  were  not  sufficient  to  gratify  this  wish  of  the 
managers,  and,  therefore,  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to 
ask  the  City  Council  for  a  portion  of  the  amount  provided  lor 
by  the  special  act  of  the  Legislature  which  has  heretofore  been 
referred  to.  The  action  of  the  Committee  is  indicated  in  the 
following  communication  presented  by  Mayor  Franklin  to 
the  City  Council  : 

City  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  [ 

Executive  Department,  Aug.  5th,  1S84.  j 

Gentlemen  of  the  C'/ty  Council : — 

The  Re-Union  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Newport,  on  the 
Fourth  of  July,  proved  a  most  successful  aifair,  and  reflected  credit 
upon  the  Committee  having  the  matter  in  charge.  I  have  this  day 
received  a  communication  from  the  vSecretary  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee, enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  !)}■  said  Committee, 
at  a  meeting  held  August  4,  18S4,  as  follows  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  lie  respectfully  requested  to 
make  an  additional  appropriation  of  Eight  Hunched  and  Seventy- 
Six  Dollars  and  Ninety-Seven  Cents  ($876.97),  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  recent  Re-Union." 

From  the  expressions  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction  that  have  been 
made  by  the  citizens  in  relation  to  the  celebration,  I  have  no  doubt 
they  will  cheerfully  endorse  any  action  you  take  ordering  the  pay- 
ment of  the  amount. 

Rob't.  vS.  Franklin, 

Mayor. 

After  the  communication  had  been  dealt  with  in  the  cus- 
tomary manner,  the  City  Council  took  action  upon  the  mat- 
ter as  follows  : — 


AFTER    THE    DAY.  I49 

RESOLUTION    OK    TIIK    C\T\    (.OIXCIL. 

[Passed  Aiimist  ^,  1SS4.] 
Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $876.^7  lie  and  said  amount  is  licveb\' 
appropriated  and  added  to  the  amount  heretofore  appropriated  lor 
the  Fourth  of  July  Re-Union,  makint;- altojijether  $2,676.97,  and  tlie 
Citv  'I'reasurer  is  lierel)\-  authorized  to  pay  the  \\  iiolc  amount  of 
said  appropriation  to  the  order  of  Charles  T.  Hopkins,  Treasurer 
of  the  (ieneral  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  Re-Union. 

Later  on  it  became  necessar}-  to  a.sk  the  Council  lor  still 
one  more  appropriation,  the  amount  of  which  i.s  indicated  in 
the  followino-  exhibit  which  shows  tin-  i-xpt-nses  of  the  Re- 
Union  and  how  they  were  met. 

FINANCIAL    STATEMENT. 

Total  expenses  of  the  Re-lTnion,  $^.986  97 

The  receipts  were 

May  4.      Appropriation  l)v  City  Council,  $i,Soo  00 

Contributions,  3-264   ^^o 

Aug.  5.     Appropriation  b}-  Cit\-  Council,  876  97 

Final  Appropriation  by  Cit\  Council,      4:5   50 


$5,986  97 

The  admirable  manner  in  which  the  linancial  part  ot"  the 
Re-Union  labors  was  managed  by  Chairman  Lanoley  and  the 
other  members  of  his  Committee  fullv  entitled  them  to  the 
expressions  of  llianks  which  came  from  the  mend)ers  of  the 
General  Committee.  In  this  connection,  too,  it  should  be 
stated  that  the  arduous  duties  of  the  Treasurer,  Alderman 
Hopkins,  merited  and  gained  litting  recognition  iVom  the  en- 
tire Committee. 

The  last  meetinj*;  of  the  Re-Union  Committee  was  held  on 
the  e\ening' of  Auoiist4th,  when  there  was  cpiite  a  full  attend- 
ance. As  the  routine  work  was  disposed  of  and  it  became  ap- 
parent that  the  members  were,  in  a  brief  time,  to  disperse  to 
meet  no  more,  officialh',  a  feelino-  of  sadness  grew  Uj)on 
every  one  present.  The  Committee  had  been  eno-a£rc'd  in 
a  most  laudable  undertaking  and  their  ellbrts  had  been 
crowned  with  success.      But  they  did  not  like  to  part ;   indeed 
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for  quite  a  while  the  members  indulged  in  recounting  many 
pleasant  incidents  of  the  Re-Union  day. 

At  last  Alderman  Langley  arose,  and,  after  a  few  well 
chosen  words  expressive  of  the  appreciation  felt  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  for  the  efforts  of  the  Chairman  and 
Secretary,  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  best  thanks  of  the  Committee  of  the  Re- 
Union  of  18S4,  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Alderman  John 
Waters,  then"  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Frank  G.  Harris,  their  Secretary, 
for  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which  tliey  have  performed  their  re- 
spective (hities  in  connection  with  the  celebration  so  recenUy  held 
here,  and  towards  the  success  of  which  they  contrilmted  in  such  a 
marked  degree. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  and  Chairman 
Waters  acknowledged  the  courtesy,  briefly  but  sincerely. 
The  Secretary,  in  thanking  the  Committee  for  their  great  kind- 
ness in  passing  such  a  resolution,  said  that  while  he  had 
labored  earnestly  for  the  success  of  the  Re-Union,  it  would 
be  most  unbecoming  in  him  to  permit  that  meeting  to  be 
brought  to  an  end  without  expressing  his  deep  gratitude  to 
every  member  of  the  Committee,  and  particularly  to  the  gentle- 
men composing  the  Correspondence  Committee  with  whom 
he  had  been  the  more  frequently  brought  in  contact,  for  the  un- 
varying support  they  had  at  all  times  given  1dm  in  his  etibrts 
to  assist  in  bringing  about  a  satisfactory  termination  of  the 
great  undertaking. 

With  these  formalities  the  labors  of  the  Committee  came  to 
an  end.  Nothing  remained  to  be  done  but  to  pass  a  motion 
to  adjourn  and  this  having  been  accomplished  the  Committee 
of  the  Re-Union  of  1884  adjourned  sine  die. 


CHAPTER  Xll. 


CONCLUSION. 


Wliilc-  niakiiio-  a  few 
closinii;  remarks  in  ref- 
erence  to  such  a  grand 
and  sifjniticant  event 
as  the  Re-Union  ot''84, 
there  is  no  intention  of 
utiHzing  tlie  ample  and 
iVuitt'ul  ojiportunity  af- 
forded b}'  it  to 

but  rather  t(j  leave  this 
privilege  to  the  intelli- 
gent and  discriminat- 
in*!  common-sense  of 
each  one  present,  and 
onlv  give  expression 
to  a  query  that  has 
from  time  to  time 
pressed  for  utterance 
during  the  penning  of 
these  pages,  and  which 
I  is,  Why  let  another 
quarter  of  a  century 
TKiMTv  cHi'Hcii.  slip    bv    beforc    again 

re-uniting?  Why  should  the  wanderers  tarry  from  home 
another  twenty-five  years?  Why  be  absent  more  than  a 
decade? 

All  who  are  well  along  in  years  will  admit  that  as  youth 
strides  into  manhood  and  manhood  totters  into  old  age,  more 
and  more  pleasing  and  refreshing  becomes  the  habit  of  halt- 
ing on  life's  journey  and  "  looking  backward"  over  its  path- 
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ways — none  of  them,  it  must  be  confessed,  too  profusely 
strewn  with  the  "  queen  of  flowers."  To  the  septuagenarian 
the  greater  part  presents  but  a  dreary,  monotonous  prospect 
of  :v  hard,  well-fought  uphill  struggle  for  food,  fame,  or  for- 
tune, enlivened  here  and  there  by  a  good  deed  or  a  "red- 
letter"  day;  but  memory,  coursing  back  through  dim,  well- 
nicdi  foro-otten  years,  rejoices  in  the  contemplation  of  those 
bright,  childhood  scenes,  fraught  as  they  were  with  the  most 
precious  and  lasting  joy.  Then  the  soul,  free  from  care  and 
uncontracted  by  toil,  expanded  to  receive,  with  a  truth  and  an 
intensity  never  again  equalled,  impressions  of  the  great,  throb- 
bing life  about  it.  These  are  the  pictures,  mellowed  in  color- 
ing and  softened  in  outline,  that  memory  delights  to  retrace. 
Dear  as  these  are  to  the  aged,  of  far  greater  value,  often, 
are  thev  to  the  erring  one  who  stops  and  turns  sharply  at 
the  chance  recollection  of  an  early  sisterly  influence,  of  open- 
hearted,  sincere  companions,  of  stern,  though  reliable,  fatherly 
advice,  of  a  kind,  motherly  face,  and,  too,  of  the  precepts 
and  prayers  learned  trom  tlie  gentle  parent's  Hps  in  the  long 

ago. 

Yet,  pleasing  as  it  is  to  dwell  upon  these  mental  scenes,  how 
much  more  so  is  it  to  re-visit  those  that  gave  them  existence 
and  revive  again  a  faint  glow  of  that  enthusiasm  with  which 
they  were  first  observed?  And  here,  again,  is  a  weighty, 
thouc-h,  perhaps,  somewhat  sentimental  argument  tor  more 
frequent  re-unions.  Many  of  those  aged  ones  who  gathered 
here  on  the  last  anniversary  of  the  nation's  birth,  had  been 
absent  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  not  a  iew  for  a  half 
century.  They  sought  in  vain  for  traces  of  that  early  life, 
of  those  crooked  lanes,  and  blooming,  well-remembered  fields  ; 
they  found  them  all  gone — gone  tbrever.  Many  who  had 
been  prodigals  but  for  a  decade  found  numerous  familiar  fea- 
tures, of  the  Newport  they  used  to  know,  spared  from  the 
ruthless  innovating  hand  and  the  corroding  breath  of  time. 

Such  scenes,  it  may  be  stated  here,  as  were  deemed  most 
conspicuous  and  characteristic  of  the  old  City,  together  with 
several  illustrating  notable  changes,  and  others,  preserving 
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for  recollection  landmarks  now  swept  away,  have  been  gi\en 
a  place  in  thest-  pa<;es  as  suijgestive  of  the  most  precious 
acquisitions  from  the  recent  Re-Union. 

In  conclusion,  then,  what  method,  more  ennoblin<jf  from  its 
associations,  more  invij^oratino-  from  the  companionship  of 
kindred  spirits,  more  gratifyinjr  from  its  imparting  joy  to 
others,  than  a  re-union  of  parent  and  child,  brother  and  sister, 
and  companions  of  youth,  can  there  be  of  taking  that  rest, 
brief  though  it  be,  besought  of  the  American  people  by  poet, 
philosopher,  pulpit,  and  jiress?  True,  it  finally  creates  a 
painful  void  in  the  hearts  ol'  those  remaining  here,  and  gives 
greater  and  greater  insistence  to  that  query — which  ever  arises 
as  one  remembers  the  Re-Union  wave  that,  sweeping  about 
the  world  with  ever  increasing  intensity,  extended  far  over 
the  Pacific  and  across  the  migiity  Atlantic,  and  surged  from 
the  ocean  tide  of  humanity  for  one  brief  moment  into  this  little 
corner  of  the  earth  and  then,  alas  I  ebbed  with  its  thousands 
at  the  next — when  to  meet  again? 


FORT  DUMPLINGS. 


LIME    ROCK. 

CHAPTER   XII. 


THE    OFFICIAL    REGISTER. 

Below  is  given  a  full  list  of  the  names  of  those  Sons  and 
Daughters  who  returned  to  participate  in  the  Re- Union  fes- 
tivities, and  who  registered  at  the  several  places  indicated  in 
a  previous  chapter. 

NEW    YORK    CITY. 


W.  G.  Peckham, 
H.  J.  Brightman, 
Sarah  Taber, 
George  H.  Taber, 
A.  W.  Swan, 
George  T.  Finch, 
J.  P.  Underwood, 
T.  W.  Sherman, 
Edward  W.  Gould, 
E.  W.  Gould,  Jr., 

D.  J.  Gould, 

A.  Manton  Chace, 
John  G.  McCormick, 
Frank  Walker, 
P.  G.  Muenchinger, 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Chace, 
Willie  Murphy, 
Daniel  McGowan, 
P.  F.  McGowan, 

E.  K.  Sackett, 
Thomas  J.  Medlen, 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Gould, 
Mrs.  Eliza  R.  Gould, 
Thomas  Cremin, 

Mrs.  Charles  Taylor  Babcock, 


Richard  D.  Langley, 
Miss  Emily  Vernon, 
John  W.  Gibson, 
Edward  II.  Babcock, 
Rev.  M.  A.  Nolan, 
James  Brooks, 
Edmund  White, 
Henry  Bowen  Lawton, 
Thos.  D.  Thompson, 
James  A.  Hammond, 
A.  Mahony, 
John  R.  Caswell, 
Annie  E.  Caswell, 
Lizzie  H.  Caswell, 
Maude  Caswell, 
Mrs.  Capt.  John  Taylor, 
M.  E.  Taylor, 
Francis  Lawton, 
Thomas  Cremin, 
R.  Galley, 
D.  C.  Allen, 
Jas.  Hazard  Wilson, 
T.  H.  Hazard, 
Helen  A.  Taylor, 
T.  H.  Howard, 
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George  L.  Wilcox, 
Nathan  L.  Murphv, 
W.  T.  Sherman, 
Samuel  T.  Melvill, 
Mrs.  Samuel  T.  Melvill, 
Miss  M.  Katie  Mefvill, 
P.  John  Downing, 
Dr.  II.  T.  Coggeshall, 
J.  B.  Tompkins, 
G.  VVm.  .\ilman, 
Leancier  A.  IVckham, 
Mrs.  Robert  P.  Glass, 
Robert  P.  Glass, 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Langle}', 
Mis.  .\nnie  Gronard, 


Elisha  M.  IJillington, 
William  A.  Williams, 
Mrs.  P.  .\.  McCormick, 
J.  W.  Downing. 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Downing. 
Annie  L.  Downing, 
Wm.  A.  Lincoln, 
Joseph  Irish. 
Geo.  II.  Downing, 
V.  M.  Olvphant, 
A.  Peabociy, 
Stuvvesant  LeRoy.  Jr., 
D.  LeRoy  Dresser, 
Mrs.  M.  II.  Aldrieh, 
P.  Sweenc}'. 


BROOKLYN,    N.    V 


Cornelius  Wilbour, 
Clarence  \'ose, 
Mrs.  W.  II.  Slocum, 
H.  T.  Mars, 
T.  F.  McCormick. 
Prank  W.  Stanley, 
Ira  N.  Stanley, 
William  1 1.  Slocum, 
Carrie  Card, 
Philander  .Shaw, 
B.  II.  Stevens,  Jr., 
Walter  Nichols, 
John  P.  Nichols, 
Benjamin  II.  Lawlon, 
Robert  C  Tayl(M-, 
Ilarrv  Bull. 


Mrs.  R.  Shannon, 

Ada  F.  Bliss, 

M.  P.  Mallon, 

S.  J.  Mallon, 

William  E.  Chambers, 

Abby  P.  Lawton, 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Boker, 

Frank  B.  Chase, 

Mrs.  S.  Hopkins, 

William  T.  Brown, 

Albert  Draper, 

Mrs.  James  C.  Robinson, 

Mrs.  William  T.  Brown, 

Charles  M.  Bull, 

J.  L.  Northam, 

Ann  Trundv  Stanlev. 


BOSTON,    MASS. 


John  II.  Swan, 

Edward  H.  Thurston. 

Carrie  A.  Woods, 

Lizzie  E.  Ellis, 

P.  C.  Chase, 

Hazard  Stevens, 

James  Lawton, 

Miss  Gertrude  Maude  Stevens, 

W.  B.  Bryer, 

Fred  H.  Moore, 

Caroline  C.  Heath, 

Walter  Mott, 


J.  T.  Landers, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Landers, 
George  II.  Marsh, 
S.  W.  Bush, 
Philip  B.  Downing, 
C.  A.  McCormick, 
Georgenia  F.  Downing 
Henry  C.  Davenport, 
Mrs.  Mary  Carter, 
Grace  A.  Lewis, 
E.  A.  Lewis, 
William  B.  Caswell, 
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Henrietta  Mott, 

Charles  C  Carrasco, 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  Carrasco, 

Mrs.  Henry  Brown, 

Elizabeth  Hammett,  East  Boston, 

Mrs.  Caroline  L.  Fales,  East  Boston, 

C.  C  Peirce, 

Clara  P.  Boss, 

Carrie  Boss  Thomson, 

Dr.  J.  T.  Sherman, 

Thomas  Downing, 

T.  H.  Ellis, 

Stephen  S.  Ward, 

William  Cntler, 

William  C  Langley,  Jr., 

Robert  P.  Boss, 

George  Clarke, 

Harriet  C.  Nowell. 

Ethel  K.  Simes, 

H.  B.  Thayer, 

Arthnr  Hazard, 

Harry  R.  Palmer, 

H.  M.  Barker, 

G.  E.  Ambrose, 

H.  G.  Haney, 

Phebe  McCarty, 

John  II.  Dougherty, 

D.  E.  Harrington, 

Frank  E.  Nicolai, 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Shak, 


Mrs.  Mary  S.  Gould, 
Mrs.  S.  Browning, 
F.  Buttondof, 
Mrs.  F.  Buttondof, 
Charles  Sherman, 
Sally  F.  Irish, 
George  W.  Weeden, 
W.  G.  Peabody, 
Mrs.  W.   G.  Peabody, 
Ella  Peabody, 
Ann  H.  Peabody, 
Lena  Peabody, 
Florence  L.  Peabody, 
Elisha  Peckham, 
F.  H.  Hodges, 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Smith, 


Rebecca  M.  Downing, 
S.  C.  Potter, 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Potter, 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Gray, 
Robert  S.  Covell, 
Mrs.  Robert  S.  Covell, 
Stephen  Bowen, 
Stephen  Bowen,  Jr., 
Elizabeth  M.  Cottrell, 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Collins, 
Katherine  E.  Collins, 
E.  F.  Shirk, 
Joshua  Hammond, 
John  R.  Bi'ownell, 
Rebecca  E.  Brownell, 
Nannie  E.  Brownell, 

Samuel  L.  Decker, 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Decker, 
John  D.  Washburn, 

S.  Brown, 

Charles  Brown, 

Mabel  L.  Fairbanks, 

A.  P.  Fairbanks, 

Cordelia  De  Mortie, 

Irene  De  Mortie, 

Louise  L.  J.  De  Mortie, 

Olivia  Ellis, 

Lizzie  S.  Babcock, 

Robert  G.  Babcock, 

John  Lynch. 


PROVIDENCE,    R.    I. 

B.  L.  Burdick, 
Nellie  Burdick, 
Edward  G.  Peabody, 
Emily  R.  Babcock, 
Adelaide  I.  Field, 
F.  r>.  liabcock, 
William  B.  J.  Menage, 
Gilbert  Deblois, 
Martha  Deblois, 
Martlia  Deblois, 
Mary  Deblois, 
Mrs.  George  Gibson 
William  B.  Rider, 
Conrad  C.  EUery, 
Samuel  P.  Cruis, 
Annie  E.  Cruis, 
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W.  II.  Bryer, 

Henry  II.  Hurroughs, 

Albert  Jill.son, 

Edwin  A.  Barker, 

Mary  Wliittier,  (Roberts) 

Henry  A.  How  land, 

D.  L.  Burden. 

Mrs.  Nellie  Burden, 

Mrs.  C.  H.Jernegan, 

G.  H.  Mancbester, 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Mancbester, 

L.  A.  Barker, 

Fannie  H.  Barker, 

George  Edward  Allen, 

Mrs.  George  Edward  Allen, 

Tbeodore  A.  Barton, 

Mrs.  Annie  L.  (Weaver)  Chase, 

Col.  I'.  S.  Chase. 

Wendall  C.  Hudson. 

J.  Biirdick  Kiniie_\', 

John  E.  Bowen, 

Mrs.  John  E.  Bowon, 

Peleg  Clarke, 

Mary  T.  Clarke, 

1  lattie  S.  Strowbridge, 

William  II.  Mi-Cf)rmiek, 

Lizzie  V.  Mouiton, 

Henry    O.  T.  Cameron, 

Mary  F.  Bidet, 

Philip  R.  Weaver, 

Mrs.  Capt.  C.  II.  Salisbury, 

Mrs.  John  C.  Davis, 

Thomas  C.   Mumford, 

Benjamin  Mumford, 

FreeboiMi  Coggcshall, 

Abby  A.  Coggcshall, 

Josluia  W.  Trijip, 

William  L.  Williams, 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Campbell, 

Thomas  E.  Ash, 

Mary  E.  Ash, 

Annie  G.  Ash, 

M.  O'Brien, 

Joseph  Hudson, 

Joseph  E.  Handy, 

II.  II.  Munro, 

George  F,  Barn^-, 

Mrs.  Handy, 


George  E.  Hubbard, 
Mrs.  George  E.  Hubbard, 
Thomas  L.  Sherman, 
George  P.  Cumerford, 
William  H.  Williams, 
Mrs.  William  II.  Williams, 
Miss  Belle  Baker, 
William  C.  Barton, 
Belle  J.  Hazard, 
Wilbin-  Hazard, 
Mrs.  George  W.  Weeden, 

Jennie  T.  Irwin, 
F.  H.  Smith, 

Moses  P.  Forkey, 

John  E.  Burroughs, 

James  E.  Johnston, 

Duncan  .S.  McDougald. 

James  W.  F.  Allen, 
Edward  II.  Burroughs, 
Alice  N.  Burroughs, 
II.  D.  Langworthy, 

M.  P.  C.  Langworthy, 

Robert  Carlisle, 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Shaw, 

M.  M.  Wilson, 

M.  M.  Carlisle, 

Clarissa  S.  Linsey, 

Mrs.  George  F.  Barney, 

Katie  J.  L.  Eddy, 

Sarah  C.  Russell, 

Stephen  Albro, 

Orland  Freeborn, 

James  N.  Thornton, 

Samuel  P.  Gladding, 

Martin  J.  Shea, 

Fred  VV.  Brown, 

Rose  McCormick, 

Phcbe  A.  McCormick. 

Mattie  .M.  Darling, 

I  Icnr\-  \'.  Sw  an, 

Eliza  T.  Swan, 

Lillian  M.  Swan, 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Stalker, 

John  1>.  Sinith, 

Eliza  Smith, 

Thos.  B.  Rawson, 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Rawson, 

Edwin  Scott, 
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Edward  E.  Handj, 

Mrs.  E.  Handy, 

John  A.  Vaughn, 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Vaughn, 

Geo.  W.  Braman, 

W.  John  Tilley, 

C.  H.  Tilley,  " 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Tilley, 

G.  A.  Sayer, 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Saver, 

Elizabeth  T.  Budlong, 

Elizabeth  C.  Budlong, 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Whipple, 

Stephen  D.  Gowdy, 

T.  G.  Peabody, 

Geo.  A.  Gibson, 

E.  C.  Anderson, 

G.  F.  Thornton, 

N.  A.  Thornton, 

E.  C.  Cummerford, 

Jas.  Gibson, 

Thos.  Gould, 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Carlisle, 

Emily  N.  Wilbor, 

Maria  H.  Willbor, 

Emma  C.  Gowdy, 

Clara  B.  Wood, 

Frances  J.  Black, 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  King, 

Adeline  Glines, 

Mrs.  Jas.  A.  Thornton, 

John  S.  Palmer, 

Rachel  T.  Palmer, 

Frances  M.  Palmer, 

Gertrude  B.  Ambrose, 

Louisa  Ambrose, 

Lydia  Fenner, 

Silas  H.  Manchester, 

Silas  W.  Albro, 

M.  G.  Leach, 

Maltie  C.  Eddy, 

John  H.  Regan, 

Walter  H.  Manchester, 

Mrs.  Walter  H.  Manchester, 

Miss  Grace  I.  Davis, 

Samuel  E.  Read, 

Maria  M.  Read, 

Walter  de  F.  Brown, 


Minnie  Qin'nton, 
E.  C.  Hubbard, 
A.  P.  Field. 
George  B.  Carr, 
Howard  K.  Gladding, 
Thomas  Smith, 
Mary  Ann  Malles, 
Charles  H.  Smith, 
John  H.  Cottrell, 
Sarah  J.  Cottrell, 
Edmund  A.  Cottrell, 
R.  A.  Burgess, 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Gray, 
Ida  L.  Perkins, 
John  Winthrop  Gale, 
Mrs.  John  Winthrop  Gale, 
Christopher  B.  Little, 
Mrs.  Christopher  B.  Little, 
William  E.  M.  Little, 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Wood, 
Frances  M.  Wood. 
Alexander  M.  Bliven, 
Sarah  T.  Wilbor  Bliven, 
Wm.  F.  Lawton, 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Talbot, 
Miss  Adela  Robinson, 
Fred.  H.  Dimond, 
Alex.  B.  Gladding, 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Anthony, 
Edwin  E.  Anthony, 
IL  R.  Freelove, 
Eleanor  E.  Goft'e, 
David  II.  Weeden, 
Mrs.  Sarah  C.   Weeden, 
Miss  Nina  C.  Weeden, 
Henry  B.  Oxx, 
John  M.  Bates, 
Mary  E.  Bates, 
Harriet  N.  Thornton, 
John  Cranston  Davis, 
Salmon  Wheaton  Davis, 
Mrs.  Pamelia  Aldrich, 
Mrs.  Harry  B.  Oxx, 
Remington  Sherman, 
Irvin  Atkinson, 
Henry  Giftbrd, 
Chas.  H.  Mumford, 
Margaret  Cornell, 


THE    OFFICIAL  -REGISTER. 


159 


Mattie  T.  Brown, 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Forkey, 

Mark  A.  llorriik. 

Frank  P.  Gladding, 

Margie  Saver, 

Laura  Saver, 

Louis  C.  G.  Lawton, 

L.  J.  Shaw, 

Ann  G.  Tilley, 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Smitli. 

Mrs.  T.  R.  Spencer, 
J.  H.  Patterson, 

Mrs.  J.  II.  Patterson, 

Mrs.  William  Warner, 

Mrs.  John  Pearson, 

Mary  E.  Brown, 

Richard  J.  Newton, 

Eva  R.  Newton, 

Mrs.  Anna  E.  Ken\-on. 

Miss  A.  F.  Konyon, 
Joseph  A.  Townsend, 

F.  L.  Townsend, 

John  L.  Holt, 

J.  Stillman  Cottrell, 

F.  H.  Manchester, 
John  \'aughan, 
Sarah  Burroughs, 
II.  .M.  Billings, 
Mary  A.  Sowden, 
Margaret  Sullivan, 
Thomas  G.  Carr, 
William  T.  Carr, 
Rosa  F.  Carr, 
Mary  Bamtbrd, 
Maggie  Scott, 
Lillie  A.  Bamtbrd, 
George  S.  Bamtbrd, 
W.  H.  Scott, 
Sarah  Manchester, 
Elizaheth  A.  French, 
William  Braman, 
Mrs.  G.  II.  Grant, 
Emma  F.  Burdick, 
Mrs.  Howard  Pender, 
George  M.  Freeborn, 
Rhoda  A.  Freeborn, 
C.  E.  Hulburn, 
James  M.  Maxson, 


Chas.  F.  Godfrey, 
Hannah  B.  Godfrey, 
Alfreti  Manchester, 
Sarah  A.  Manchester, 
Susan  Spooner, 
James  G.  Keith, 
C.  L.  White, 
Frederick  A.  Stanhope, 
Olivia  1 1.  Stanhope, 
Mrs.  Lottie  A.  Young, 
M.  ().  Bigley, 
J.  Edward  Nicolai, 
Josejili  V.  Johnston, 
Paul  Dexter, 
Tom  Watson, 
Amelia  P.  Jenks, 
C.  B.  Jenks. 
Mrs.  James  B.  Black, 
Angelina  Carpenter, 
Caroline  C.  Weaver, 
Mary  A.  Gibbs, 
Lydia  Ouieston, 
Thomas  Rooney, 
Clarence  A.  Carr. 
Mrs.  Robert  Hubbard, 
Albert  Harrington, 
Mrs.  W.  R.  ]>erry, 
Chas.  Flanagan, 
G.  Gilmorc, 
C.  Gilmore, 
Benj.  F.  Gilmore, 
S.  B.  Weeks, 
Mrs.  J.  SaftVel, 
Kate  Murphy, 
Sarah  J.  F.  Gilmore. 
Jennie  E.  Gilmore, 
Mary  E.  Murph\', 
Anne  Harrington, 
Mary  A.  Howler, 
Robert  C.  Olds, 
Edith  M.  Olds, 
(jeo.  S.  Burroughs, 
C.  H.  Davis, 
W.  M.  Southwick, 
E.  H.  Russell, 
G.  W.  Melville, 
Eva  M.  Melville, 
Stewart  Denham, 
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Mrs.  James  M.  Maxson, 

John  Turner, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kenny, 

Mrs.  Lydia  R.  Penno, 

Nathaniel  Penno, 

Henry  Taylor, 

Mrs.  M.  F.  Taylor, 

B.  B.  Cornell, 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Cornell, 

Joseph  S.  Eddy, 

Clara  T.  Eddy, 

Lizzie  M.  Saunders, 

Jennie  A.  Eddy, 

Isaphene  A.  Saunders, 

H.  B.  Morgan, 

Lila  C.  Handy, 

Beckie  C.  Handy, 

Charles  Russell, 

Wm.  R.  Perry, 

Lvdia  A.  McCormick, 

Mary  Ellen  Scott, 

Mary  R.  Sayer, 

S.  A.  Fowler, 

Hattie  B.  Fowler, 

Annie  G.  Ash, 

Wm.  H.  Henderson, 

Mrs.  H.  S.  French, 

S.  E.  French, 

Mrs.  Richard  Matthews, 

Miss  Lizzie  Matthews, 

Joseph  DeWitt, 

Roxanna  DeWitt, 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Austin, 

Miss  S.  B.  Thurston, 

Emily  Hudson, 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Chase, 

Geo.  W.  Chase, 

Edward  T.  Davis, 

Edmund  Albro, 

Carrie  H.  Chace, 

Joseph  Little, 

Henry  Vickers, 

Marion  R.  Wood, 

Josie  L  Little, 

Lena  Peabody, 

Mrs.  Arnold  Manchester 

Alice  Almy, 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Jackson, 


Mary  T.  Tew, 
W.  P.  Hubbard, 
Samuel  H.  Wales, 
E.  P.  Oxx, 
E.  A.  Dunham, 
Wm.  R.  Dunham, 
Gilbert  T.  Dunham, 
Edith  M.  Dunham, 
Georgina  E.  Shaw, 
Daisy  E.  Shaw, 
Annie  E.  Wilkey, 
Emily  H.  Shea, 
Carrie  Irwin  Taft, 
S.  B.  Westcott, 
C.  H.  R.  Westcott, 
Ambrose  B.  Ash, 
Samuel  D.  Spink, 
Wm.  S.  Spink, 
Robert  C.  Spink, 
Wm.  J.  Clark, 
Chas.  L.  Butler, 
Annie  S.  Butler, 
James  S.  Chase, 

Ella  M.  Moorehead, 

Mary  F.  Nolan, 

Harry  H.  Saflbrd, 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Saftbrd, 

R.  W.  Mitchell, 

Florence  V.  Newton, 

Annie  H.  Luther, 

Winfield  V.  Luther, 

Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Blythe, 

Lizzie  P.  Blythe, 

Mrs.  George  E.  Allen, 

Mary  A.  Watson, 

Sadie  F.  Peckham, 

Frank  A.  Peckham, 

Simeon  M    Pike, 

J.  N.  Morris, 

J.  B.  Black, 

Thos   R.  Spencer, 

Chas.  O.  Hood, 

Sarah  E.  Hood, 

G.  T.  Cornell, 

Mrs.  Emily  F.  Johnson, 
Daniel  Burdick, 

Rowena  S.  Albro, 
Henry  A.  Wilkey, 
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Mrs.  Addif  Reynolds, 
A.  G.  Reynolds, 
Mary  J.  Manchester, 
Charles  Dyer, 
Mrs.  T.  W.  Lyon, 
Dr.  IVtcr  F.  Ciirlev, 
G.  R.  Batenian. 
Thomas  Welch, 
James  Miniroe, 
Mrs.  Mary  II.  Cnshiiitr, 
Mrs.  J.  Ciibson, 
Charles  A.  Williams, 


Ludvvig  Frank. 

lustin  J.  Stoddard. 

Franklin  Shaw, 

James  A.  Tew, 

Mary  McDonald. 

Roderick  McDonald. 

Thos.  Coi^ijfeshall. 

Caroline  S.  Coggeshall, 

John  V.  Brightman. 

Fanny  Ward. 

Sarah  R.  Sweet, 

Stephen  V.  Dunham, 

Mary  L.  Doull, 

Rob.  C  Topham, 

James  Barton, 

Robert  Allan. 

Lanra  A.  .\llan, 

Alfred  Wilson. 
Emily  F.  Wilson, 

Jos.  W.  Cornell, 

James  M.  La\yton, 

Joseph  S.  Lewis, 
William  D.  Wilson, 
Rachel  (j.  Wilson, 
(ieorge  H.  J^raman, 
I'liilip  1).  Sherman, 
Elizabeth  Hall  Pitman, 
Deborah  Townsend, 
Abbie  P.  Carr, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sha\y, 
Louisa  Braman, 
Frank  B.  Peckham, 
Susan  A.    Pecham, 
Benj.  Lawton, 
Timothy  Sullivan, 


Mrs.  M.  K.  Carr, 
Miss  Sarah  C.  Carr, 
Jas.  R.  N.   Hudson, 
Mrs.  J.  15.  Wardrop. 
Mrs.  T.  C.  Mumlord, 
Ida  L.  Mumford, 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Mumtbi-il, 
Anna  S.  Tripp, 
W.  |[.  Howard, 
Mar\   .\.  Williams, 
G.  11.  Kelley,  Jr., 
Richard  M.  Sherman, 
Lena  A.  Euler. 
NEW    BEDIOKI).    MASS. 
George  Pell. 
Ella  M.  Hadtield. 
Mrs.  Sylvanus  M.  Hall, 
Sanuiel  C.  1' ranee, 
John  W.  Bannister, 
Hannah  M.  Perkins, 
George  Knife, 
Mrs.  George  Knife, 
Mary  B.  Lewis. 
Susie  P.  Townsend. 
Sarah   C.  Kempton, 
Wm.  J.  Sweet, 
Georgieanna  Peckham. 
Benj.  Pitman, 
Alden  W.  Brightman, 
Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Lewis, 
Miss  Sarah  Gladding, 
Patrick  SuUiyan, 
Mrs.  Annie  SuUiyan, 
Julia  Sullivan. 
Timothy  Mahony, 
Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Davenport, 
Mrs.  Hattie  F.  Palmer, 
Mrs.  Addie  H.  Thompson, 
Charles  G.  Thompson, 
Wni.  Jas.  Barker, 
Chas.  C.  Clarke, 
Edith  P.  Lewis, 
Frank  H.  Thompson, 
Frank  S.  Chase, 
Walter  Pell, 
William  At\vood, 
Samuel  McKenzie, 
Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Corson, 
James  Fajerweather, 
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Alexander  Jack, 
Francis  H.  Greene, 


Isaac  Borden, 
Sarah  Barber, 
Mary  E.  Chace, 
Mary  K.  llazelhurst. 
Thomas  E.  Weaver, 
Sarah  C  Sherman, 
Daniel  Sherman. 
Cora  A.  Sherman, 
Hannah  Peckham, 
Mary  McCarty, 
Maggie  Murphy, 
John  Roderick, 
Catherine  L.  Chace, 
Samuel  A.  Bradley, 
William  Cremin, 
R.  C.  Carr, 
Jas.  E.  Watson, 
Fred  N.  Barlow, 
Robinson  Chase, 
Wright  Lyne, 
Elizabeth  Lyne, 
Frank  C  Thomas, 
Carrie  A.  Dring, 
Margaret  llazelhurst, 
Katie  M.  Weaver, 
Jessie  P.  Mowry, 
Sylvester  H.  Dring. 
Samuel  S.  Beaumont,  Jr 
Thomas  C.  Beaumont, 
Annie  I.  Carr, 
Milton  S.  Carr, 
Mable  P.  Carr, 
Annie  E.  Hooper, 
Allegretto  E.  Hooper, 
William  F.  Gerard, 
Elizabeth  B.  Wells, 
J.  Henry  Wells, 
G.  W.  Bronson, 
Albert  Cadoret, 
Julia  Barker, 

Miss  Nellie  Sparing, 
William  C  Newton, 
S.  P.  Cottrell, 


James  Doull, 
Hattie  Pearce, 

FALL    RIVER,    MASS. 

Henrj'  A.  Clarke, 
Dennie  Lary, 
Jolin  W.  Jones, 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Lyle. 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Ward. 
Helen  G.  Lufkin, 
Louise  Colcord, 
Sarah  C.  Bronson, 
Geo.  W.  Peckham, 
J.  H.  Boone, 
C.  P.  Dring, 
Richard  S.  Peckham, 
Maurice  T.  Barlow, 
Frederick  N.  Barlow,  3d, 
Christopher  J.  Barlow, 
Harry  E.  Barlow, 
Eddie  E.  Barlow, 
Christopher  Barlow, 
Adelia  M.  Peckham, 
Charles  C  Carr, 
Amanda  M.  Carr, 
Annie  S.  Carr. 
Chas.  E.  Burdick, 
L.  A.  Burdick, 
Thomas  McGuire, 
James   II.  Wixon, 
Gordon  Mason, 
William  Smith, 
N.  U.  Lyon, 
Chas.  H.  Bush, 
Geo.  S.  Slocum, 
Charles  F.  Lake, 
Hiram  C.  Harrington, 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Mowry, 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Clark, 
John  Hughes, 
Michael  Leary, 
Pierre  Adam, 
John  C.  Clarke, 
H.  W.  Scott. 

PHILADELPHIA,    PA. 

W.  P.  Swasey, 
Frank  Smith, 
J.  Burdick, 
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Miss  C.  M.  Northam, 
Miss  S.  L.  Ambrose, 

W.  H.  Tavlor, 
Mrs.  \V.  H.  Taylor, 
George  S.  Wood, 
Stephen   M.  Cook, 
George  F.  Northiip, 
Joseph  P.  niirlingainc, 
Bhuiclie  Northup, 
William  1 1.  Simmons, 
Sarah  S.  Simmons, 


E.  F.  Anthony, 
Mrs.  E.  F.  Anthony, 
Mrs.  Edward  Anthony, 
Edward  .Vnthony. 
Stephen  A.  Watson, 
Wanton  T.   Sherman. 
William  P.  Barker, 
Mattie  B.  Sherman. 

Harry  Wilson, 
Thomas  B.  Biiftum, 
Harriet  X.  Barker, 
M.  Bull, 

William  Lovie  Tilley, 
Mary  E.  Tilley, 
Percival  Tilley, 
Laura  G.  Tilley, 
Benjamin  T.  White, 
Mabel  Coggeshall, 
Henry  M.  Wilson, 
J.  E.   Wilson. 


Gordon  1).  Oxx, 
George  W.  Peckham, 
Mrs.  (Jordon  11.  Oxx, 
Mary  A.  Oxx, 
Hannah  L.  Oxx, 
Hattie  K.  Oxx, 
Lizzie  B.  Oxx, 
Dannie  H.  Oxx, 
Allic  C.  Oxx, 
James  D.  Hull, 


Thomas  B.  Gould, 
Mary  H.  Newton. 

PAWTUCKET,    R.     I. 

Ganes  Langlc}', 
Annie  E.  Graham, 
Mrs.  Anne  E.  Bullock, 
S.  M.  Clark, 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Clark, 
Julia  Ediiy  Burlingame, 
Mrs.  11.  A.  Phillips, 
Mary  Denning, 
Hattie  I'.nllork. 
Henry  A.  MullikeTi. 

PORTSMOUTH,  R.  I. 

George  D.  Smith, 
Clara  E.  Dennis, 
Joseph  G.  Dennis, 
Sarah  A.  Greene, 
Mrs.  E.  T.  DeBlois, 
Annie  E.  Sherman, 
Henry  F.  Barker, 
Edward  T.   DcBlois, 

MIDDLETOWN,    R.    I. 

Mrs.  Mary  Wilson, 
Mrs.  Mary  C  Bates, 
G.  H.  Barker, 
Charles  C.  White, 
William  H.  Bliss.  Jr., 
Charles  F.  White, 
Amelia  White, 
Etta  Wliite, 
George  E.  White, 
James  H.  Barker, 
Herbert  Wilson, 
William  H.  Boyd. 
Henry  C.  Sherman. 
JAMESTOWN,    R.    I. 

Thomas  E.  Oxx, 
Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Oxx, 
W.  W.  Welles, 
Mrs.  John  J.  Watson, 
John  B.  Laiulers, 
Thomas  King,  Jr., 
Robinson  G.  King, 
Mary  E.  Dodge, 
Mary  E.  King, 
Thomas  H.  Clarke, 
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Charlotte  W.  Hull, 
Bessie  C.  Hull, 
Mary  E.  Buttrick, 
Marv  E.  S.  Buttrick, 
James  T.  Buttrick, 


Sarah  J.  Clarke, 
Lena  H.  Clarke, 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Peckham, 
John  B.  King", 
Thomas  Kinsj. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


RHODE    ISLAND. 


A.  W.  Prav,  East  Greenwich, 

Miss  I.  Hulneg,  East  Greenwich, 

Mary  A.  Logan,  East  Greenwich, 

Thomas  G.  Hazard,  Boston  Neck, 

Benjamin  Whitten,  Newport, 

Benj.  B.  Burgess,  East  Prov.  Centre, 

John  H.  Turner,  Warren, 

John  Eddy,  South  Kingstown, 

Mrs.  Frances  C.  Eddy,  So.  Kingstown, 

Anna  Coe  Weeks,  Kingston, 

Charles  N.  Gifford,  Phenix, 

Thomas  B.  Procter,  Davisville, 

W.  H.  Tracy,  South  Kingstown, 

Joseph  Congdon,  Wickford, 

Charles  H.  Spencer,  Central  Falls, 

Mrs.  John  Utter,  Central  Falls, 

Celia  M.  Shaw,  Johnston, 

Bertha  M.  Shaw,  Johnston, 

Lillie  Shaw   Johnston, 

George  H.  Shaws  Johnston, 

Henry  R.  Lawton,  West  Greenwich, 

James  Hammond,  New  Shoreham, 

Eliza  P.  Hammond,  New  Shoreham, 

Robinson  P.  D.  Bennett,  Bristol, 

Mary  A.  Stafford,  New  Shoreham, 

Mrs.  W.  Frank  West,  Bristol. 

Mrs.  Geo.  C.  Townsend,  Barrington, 

Daniel  F.  Maguire,  Georgiaville, 

John  D.  Tuell,  Warren, 

Frank  Weinrich,   Wickford, 

Willie  Weinrich,  Wickford, 

Mrs.  E.  T.  Gladding,  Bristol, 

Thos.  Rodman,  Peacedale, 

E.  B.  Warner,  Wakefield, 

Mrs.  Rose,  So.  Kingstown, 

Edward  S.  Goddard.  Auburn, 

Sadie  E.  Bates,  Central  Falls, 

G.  H.  F.  Northup,  Woonsocket, 

William  E.  Openshaw,  Woonsocket, 


Marji'  Taylor.  So.  Kingstown. 
Thos.  J.  Thurston.  Bristol, 
Hannah  Crandall,  Westerly, 
Lena  A,  Richards,  Wickford, 
Howard  E.  Barker,  Block  Island, 
Thomas  Shea.  Prudence  Island. 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Mc  Court,  Newport, 
Wm.  deV.  Hollow-ay,  Wickford, 
Marv  A.  Holloway,  Wickford, 
Cliarles  Saunders,  Westerly, 
Frank  G.  Rice,  Westerly, 
Lucy  E.  Rice,  Westerly, 
Mrs.  Laura  G.  Bearce,  Howard, 
Geo.  C.  Townsend.  Barrington, 
Thomas  L.  Albro.  Prudence  Island, 
Angie  B.  Brown,  Georgiaville, 
Lewis  D.  Peirce,  Warwick, 
John  Congdon,  Warwick, 
Roswell  Groff,  Wakefield, 
Abbie  Groff,  Wakefield, 
John  F.  Weeden,  Pawtucket, 
Emily  E.  Weeden,  Pawtucket, 
W.  Lillibridge,  Richmond, 
Edward  I.  Thompson,  Bristol, 
Mrs.  Edward  I.  Thompson,  Bristol. 
Samuel  A.  Taylor,  Bristol, 
Mrs.  Samuel  A.  Taylor,  Bristol, 
Miss  Nellie  A.  Taylor,  Bristol, 
Henry  Ash,  La  Fayette, 
Adeline  F.  Ash,  La  Fayette, 
Addie  F.  Ash,  La  Fayette, 
John  S.  Ash,  La  Fayette, 
Saddle  E.  Ash,  LaF'ayette, 
Walter  D.  Ash,  La  Fayette, 
Jarvis  H.  Alger,  Westerly, 
Clarence  Salisbury,  Tiverton  4  Cor., 
Caleb  J.  Albro,  Prudence  Island, 
Nath.  S.  Greene,  Bristol, 
Stephen  A.  Hopkins,  Bullock's  Point, 
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Mrs.  Daii'l  T.  Rodman.  So.  Kingstown 
Lizzie  H.  Murph\'.  Qiionochontaug, 
Mrs.  C.  II.   Huell,  Westorlv. 
Albert  Riicll.  Westerly. 
C.  T.  Card,  New  Shorehain. 
Benedic  Ellis,  East  Greenwich. 
Mrs.  Benedic  Ellis.  East  Greenwich. 
William  J.  Phillips,  Warwick  Neck. 
James  S.  Mason,  Bristol, 
Carrie  M.  Weinrich,  Wickford, 
Michael  Criiden,  Westerly, 
Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Child,  ^d.  Warren, 
Ilarry  E.  Nason,  Point  Judith, 
Isaac  Lawton,  Jr. ,  Central  Falls, 
Charles  B.  Bowdick.  Wickford. 
Mrs.  Helen  Kent.  Barrington. 
John  S.  Gladding.  Wickford, 
R.  VV.  Chappell.  Wickford. 
E.  F.  Chappell,  Wickford. 
Mrs.  Sarah  P.  James,  Westerly. 
Jennie  E.  Whaley.  Westerly, 
Samuel  G.  Babcock.  Westerly, 
John  O'Connor.  Jr.,  Westerly, 
Frank  O.  Strowhridge.  Wickford, 
William  Gardner,  East  (jreenwich, 
Mrs.  Sallie  M 


Dan'l  T.  Rodman.  So.  Kingstown, 
Charles  Weeden,  Pawtuxet, 
Frank  McCarty,  lilock  Island, 
Ernest  L.  Arnold,  Nayatt  Point, 
Sidney  Arnold,  Nayatt  Point, 
Clara  M.  Tilley,  East  Greenwich, 
\Vm.  11.  Middleton,   Bristol, 
Thomas  S.  Brownell,  Warren. 
Anne  Brownell,  Warren, 
[ohn  P.  Brownell.  Warren. 
Al)b\-   H.  Ivillihridge.  Richmond, 
Edward  Lillihridge.  Richmond. 
Abhy  M.  Almy.  Richmond. 
Mrs.  \\'anton  Lillihridge,  Richmond, 
Louisa  A.  Richarils,  Wickford. 
llannah  Sinnnons.  l^ristol. 
lohn  P.  Simmons.  Bristol. 
Robert  Dunbar.  Bristol. 
Ruth  G.  Dunbar,  Bristol, 
Mrs. Thomas  A.  Spencer.  Cenl'l  Falls, 
Thos.  E.  Swinluirne.  Centi^al  Falls, 
Wm.  E.  llolio\\a\.  Wickford. 
Mrs.  Wm.  E.  MoUoway.  Wickford. 
Andrew  N.  Tefi't.  So.  Kingstown. 
George  II.  Pettis.  Pawtuxet. 
Saunders,  Westerly. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


James  W.  Lyon,  Lynn, 
Heni-y  T.  French,  (^^lincy, 
E.  A.  Taber,  Qiiincy, 
Mrs  M.  E.  Taber,  C:j^iincy, 
Miss  L.  O.  Peabody,  NorthrteUI. 
Louis  N   De  Longe,  East  Somer\  iile, 
Anna  E.  De  Longe,  East  Somerville, 
Louis  C.  De  Longe,  East  Somerville, 
John  Utter,  East  Somerville, 
A.  P.  Bashford,  Randolph, 

A.  G.  Bashford,  Randolph, 
C.  T.  Hazard,  Taunton, 

H.  A.  Taber,  East  Weymouth, 
Mrs.  11.  A.  Taber,  East  Weymouth, 
M.  A.  Bush,  Melrose, 

B.  W.  Davis,  Brockton. 
J.J.  Webb,  C;)^iincy, 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Langley.  Jr..  Dorchester, 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Sherniaii,  Dorchester, 
II.  G.  W(jod.  Littleton, 


Mrs.  James  Westgate,  Wakefield. 

Ruth  Barker  Franklin,  Northampton. 

James  F.  Staigg.  Taunton. 

Annie  E.  Kellew  Somer\  ille. 

.Vlfied  S.  Stanhope.  Lawrence, 

S.  I.  iVustin,  Gloucester, 

A.  L.  Ramsden.  Medfield, 

Lillie  Sullivan.  Ilolyoke, 

Kate  Sullivan.  Ilolyoke, 

Emma  Chace,  Somerset, 

W.  T.  Hazard.  Randolph, 

Mrs.  Amos  Whitney,  No.  Cambridge. 

Amos  P.  Whitney.  No.  Cambridge, 

John  II.  Peckham,  No.  Attleboro, 

Elizabeth  Read  Wood.  No  Attleboro, 

Mary  R.  Albro.  Milford. 

I-:ila  P.  Merrill,  Taunton, 

Agnes  J.  Hogg,  West  Ne\\bur\. 

John  K.  Bo\le,  Attleboro, 

Carrie  E.  Cobb.  Attleboro, 
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William  D.  Tew,  Taunton, 
Thomas  Vose  Heath.  Charlestown, 
Eugene  S.  Grinnell,  Waltham, 
Mary  E.  Grinnell,  Waltham, 
Joseph  Martin,  North  Dartmouth, 
Herbert  L.  Sweet,  South  Dartmouth, 
Thomas  J.  Corey,  Rehoboth, 
G.  B.  Peck,  Rehoboth, 
Tames  P.  DeBlois,  Hebronville, 
Minnie  C.  DeBlois,  Hebronville, 
Mary  DeBlois,  Hebronville, 
Charles  W.  Turner,  Midcileboro, 
W.  Heath,  Taunton, 

B.  C.  Heath,  Taunton, 
L    M.  Cobb,  Attieboro, 

Annie  E.  Waldron,  North  Dii^hton, 
Carrie  A.  Chace,  Brockton, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Tilley,  Amherst, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Wells,  Springfield, 
Wm.  Burlingham,  Worcester, 
Abby  R.  Richards,  North  Attieboro. 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Richardson,  Gardner, 
Mamie  E.  Richardson,  Gardner, 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Palmer,  Brockton, 
Mattie  M.  Gladding,  North  Dighton, 
John  E.  Lyon,  Salem,  ' 
Cai-oline  A.  Freeborn,  Wrentham, 
Mrs.  Ann  P.  Messer,  Middleboro, 

C.  L.  Swasey.  Brockton, 
C.  A.  Swasey,  Brockton, 
B.  W.  Davis,  Brockton, 
James  Westgate,  Wakefield, 
John  W.  Peabody.  Freetown, 
Betsey  R.  Peabody,  Freetown, 
Joseph  R.  Dunham,  Freetown, 
Aug.  H.  Bradford,  Franklin, 
Elizabeth  B.  Peckham,  Wellesley, 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Pond,  Franklin. 


Stephen  G.  Wood,  North  Attieboro, 

Rev.  F.  A.  Foxcroft,  Cambridge, 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Foxcroft,  Cambridge, 

Robert  L.  Tilley,  Gardner, 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Tilley,  Gardner, 

Miss  Emma  L.  Tilley,  Gardner, 

G.  H.  Landers,  Jr.,  Taunton, 

Charles  S.  Saver.  Taunton, 

John  H.  Robinson,  Lawrence, 

Thomas  F.  Southwick,  No.  Attieboro, 

Mary  E.  Hazard,  Randolph, 

Chas.  H.  Messenger,  Milford, 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Messenger,  Milford, 

B.  H.  Lewis,  Worcester, 

Mrs.  Japhet  Mason,  Taunton, 

John  H.  Harrison,  Fiskdale, 

Mehala  M.  Dunham.  Assonet, 

W.  Earl  Barker,  Fitchburg, 

G.  H.  Ladd,  Fitchburg, 

May  Crandall,  Brockton, 

Mary  Crandall,  Brockton, 

Lizzie  Crandall,  Brockton, 

Mrs.  Emma  Howard,  E.  Attieboro, 

Mrs.  W.  J.  Eldredge,  Easton, 

H.  G.  Landers,  Taunton, 

Joseph  G.  Albro,  North  Attieboro, 

William  E.  Mead,  Taunton, 

Joseph  Crandall,  Brockton, 

Wm.  B.  Hale,  Rehoboth, 

Annie  T.  Gorton,  East  Bridgewater. 

K.  L.  Clarke,  Wellesley, 

Ferd.  S.  Reed,  Taunton, 

Abl\v  C.  Thayer,  Taunton, 

Clara  L.  Sayer,  Taunton, 

James  M.  Sayer,  Taunton, 

George  R.  Wheeler,  Wrentham, 

James  Lear^-,  Newbur\port, 

Mrs.  James  Leary,  Newburyport. 


CONNECTICUT. 


Abby  M.  Allan,  Norwich, 

James  P.  Mumford,  Hartford, 

J.  Howland  Gardner,  New  London, 

J.  Eldred  Brown,  Middletown, 

Mrs.  Albert  Smith,  New  London, 

Clara  B.  Northrup,  Jewell  City, 

James  Allan,  Norwich, 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Standish,  Colchester, 


Stephen  A.  Greene,  Meriden, 
Thomas  A.  O'Connell,  Stonington, 
Welcome  C.  Dennis,  Mystic, 
Mrs.  E.  Shipman,  Deep  River, 
Allen  C.  Slade,  Stonington, 
E.  Morgan,  Groton, 
Frank  J.  Dougherty,  So.  Norwalk, 
S.  H.  Peckham,  Woodstock, 
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Herman  Lilienthal.  Hartloid,  Ann  E.  Morj^an,  Groton, 

Thomas  P.  Norman,  Preston.  Mrs.  Annie  II.  Simmons  Norwieh, 

Catharine  A.  Fish,  New  Haven,  G.  A.  Siade,  Stonini^ton, 

Thos.  Wilkinson,  Stonini^ton,  Oliver  Kini,',  St«nini,'ton, 

Allen  C.  Slade.  2d,  Stoninijfton,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Keeeli,  Danielsonv  ille, 

OT  HKR  RTATi:S. 

llarrv  Russell  Bond.  Portland.  Me.  W.  Hull.  Pou,i,'hkeepsie.  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  C;eor_i,'e  Gray,  Stoekton.  Cal.  11.  \V.  Coz/.ens.  Jr. .  Pou-^hkeepsie.  ^.^'. 

W.  1).  Hudlon<^.  Rutland,  \'ernu)iit.  J.  K.  Fleinin-j;  Newaik.  N.  J. 

(;.  T.  llaniniontl.  Lon-j;  Island.  Mrs.  |.  K.  Klemiui^.  Newark.  N.  J. 

Liz/ie  A.  Popple.  Tro\ .  N.  ^■.  Miss  Dillie  S.  Fleminj?,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Henrv  A.  i'opple.  Trov.  N.  \'.  William  R.  Hill.  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Howard  S.  Titus,  Trenton.  N.  [.  l-"rank  T.  Jackson.  I'tica,  N.  \'. 

Sallie  Livingston,  Catskill.  N.  ^■.  Josejih  Hradtbnl,  Poui^hkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

Alfred  S.  Nield.  Upland.  Pa.  Rev.  Sam'l  Moran.West  Islip,  L.I.,  N.Y. 

Maria  Tvler,  Pleasant  Hill.  Pa.  Wm.  Moore  Smith,  Staten  Island,  N.Y. 

Elizabeth  Nield.  I'pland.  Pa.  Mrs.    W.    Moore  Sniilh.  Stalen    Island, 

T.  D.  Mills,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  N.  \". 

John  S.  MeAdam,  Princeton  N.J.  Belle  K.  Sniilh.  Staten  Islaiui.  N.  Y. 

Samuel  Hilton,  Washin<,'ton.  D.  C.  Edw.  Gould  Smith.  Staten  Island.  N.Y. 

Ed.  G.  Randall.  Washington.  1).  C.  Geo.  .\.  Downin-j;.  Sailor's   Snu-'   liar- 
Mrs.  E.  G.  Randall.  Washini,rton.  I).  C      bor.  N.  ^■. 

Capt.  Joseph  Irish,  F.  S.  R.  M.  Mrs.  Saml  1 1  illon,  Washiniijton.  I).  C. 

S.  Hilton,  Washington.  1).  C.  Mrs.  Dr.  M.  T.  Thompson.  Chicago. III. 

Palmer  Brown.  Detroit.  Mich.  Mrs.  S.  Moran,  West  Islip,  L.  I..  N.Y. 

F.  Wickham,  Norwalk,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Margaret  W.  Hines. Baltimore. Md. 

lames  G.  Gibbs,  Norwalk.  Ohio.  Mrs.  Dutee  J.  Pearce.  Morristown,  N.  J. 

"[.  C.  Macv,  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Col.    Asa    Manchester.    Indepenilence, 
Eli/a  Isabella  Macy,Des  Moines.  Iowa.        Penn. 

A.  II.  Clarke.  U.  S.  N.  H.    Laurens    Peekham,   Poughkeep^ie, 

Belle  T.  Wright.  Albany.  \.  Y.  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  I.  W.  \'ose.  Jacksonville.  Fla.  Robert  Lake  Boss,  Washington,  I).  C. 

Katharine  Finley,  Albany.  N.  Y.  (Jrace  I.  Boss,  Washington.  I).  C 

Isabella  Wright,  Albany.  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Kingsbury,  Jacksonville, 

Thomas  W.  (iibson,  Kington,  Ont.  Fla. 

Wm.  E.  Bailey,  Morristown.  N.  J.  John  Stevens,  Grand  Tower,  111. 

Harriet  B.  Bailey.  Morristown,  N.  J.  Mary  B.  Cozzens,    San  Angelo,  Texas. 

James  Coggeshall,  Detroit,  Mich.  Mrs.  II.  Page  Hough,  Rahway,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  Elias  Gibson,  Chicago,  111.  Clarence  A.  llammett,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

William  S.  Wilcox,  Maui.  II.  I.  Mrs.  E.  Wiley  Harlow,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Wm.  1).  Bliss,  Saranac,  N.  Y.  A.  W.  Robinson,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Wm.  11.  Curley,  Baltimore,  Md.  Mrs.  A.  W.  Robinson,  San   Francisco, 

H.  O.  Hudson,  Asbury  Park,  N.  J.  Cal. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


THE    SUBSCRIBERS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  subscribers  to  this  work  up  to 
the  time  of  going  to  press  : — 


D.  A.  Agvs, 
William  J.  H.  Ailman. 
Stephen  Albro, 
Thomas  L.  Albro, 
Erastus  P.  Allan. 

G.  ?:d.  Allen, 
W.  II.  Allen, 
William  Allan, 
IJcnjamin  Almy. 
Clarence  Anderson. 
James  Anthony, 
Henry  Ash, 
PZiijjene  Atkinson, 
William  M.  Austin, 
Mrs.  C  H.  Babcock, 
Darius  Baker, 

E.  W'.  Baker, 
W.   S.  Baldwin, 
Alexander  N.  Barker, 
William  P.  Barker, 
Henry  F.  Barnard, 
Theodore  A.  Barton, 
August  Belmont, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Bigley, 

L.  R.  Blackman, 
Mrs.  W.  Blake, 
John  Bluck, 
James  E.  Boone, 
Robert  P.  Boss, 
Edward  T.  Bosworth, 
Smith  Bosworth, 
Stephen  Bowen, 
Alonzo  Braman, 
Fred.  W.  Brown, 
Lewis  Brown, 
Thomas  N.  Brown, 
John  R.  Brownell, 
Thomas  S.  Brownell, 
Walter  B.  Bryer, 


William  H.  Bryer. 
Charles  .M.  Bull, 
Melville  Bull. 
Arnold  L.  Burdick. 
Charles  H.  Burdick. 
Edwin  S.  Burdick, 
James  Burdick. 
Richard  B.  Burdick. 
Thomas  Burlingham, 
G.  H.  Biunham, 
J.  E.  Burroughs, 
S.  W.  Bush. 
Michael  Butler, 
A.  M.  Cahoone. 


William  H.  Cotton, 
James  B.  Cottrell, 
John  H.  Cottrell. 
J.  S.  Cottrell. 
Michael  Cottrell. 
James  G.  Coz/.ens, 
John  H.  Cozzens, 
William  C.  Cozzens, 
William  J.  Cozzens, 
Ilenrv  W'.  Cozzens, 
Robert  S.  Covell, 
Joseph  Crandall. 
William  S.  Cranston. 
Edward  A.  Crocker, 


Ilenrv  O.  T.  Cameron,      John  H.  Crosby,  Jr., 


B.  D.  Carlisle, 
David  S.  Carr, 
Robert  R.  Carr, 
William  II.  Carr. 
A.  Manton  Chace, 
Peleg  C.  Chase, 
Philip  S.  Chase, 
City  of  Newport, 
City  of  Pro\idence, 
Conrad  Clarke, 
Thomas  H.  Clarke, 
David  M.  Coggeshall, 
Freeborn  Coggeshall, 
Henry  T.  Coggeshall, 
James  Coggeshall, 
Lawton  Coggeshall, 
Thomas  Coggeshall, 
(New  Bedford.) 

Thomas  Coggeshall, 

(Newport.) 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Collins, 
George  R.  Congdon, 
William  C.  Congdon, 
Joseph  W.  Cornell, 


F.  A.  Daniels, 
Abner  II.  Davis, 
Lucius  D.  Davis, 
George  M.  Dockray, 
John  H.  Dougherty, 

B.  F.  Downing,  Jr., 
George  F.  Downing, 
James  M.  Drake, 

C.  H.  Draper, 
Carrie  A.  Dring, 
Stephen  T.  Dunham, 
Thomas  Durfee. 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Eddy, 
Mrs.  Benedic  Ellis, 
Samuel  Engs, 
George  E.  Faisneau, 
George  W.  Fife, 
George  T.  Finch, 
James  B.  P'inch, 
William  II.  Fi^h, 

J.  J.  Flood, 
William  11.  Fludder, 
Moses  Forkey, 
F.  A.  Foxcroft. 
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Robert  S.  Franklin, 
Cassias  M.  Freeborn. 
G.  M.  Freeborn, 
Orland  Freeborn, 
Mrs.  M.  R.  Gabriel, 
J.  W.  Gale. 
William  Gale, 
Daniel  Galvin, 
Patrick  J.  Galvin, 
Thomas  Galvin, 
S.  A.  Gardner, 
Charles  N.  Gifford, 
B.  F.  Gilmore, 
William  Gilpin, 
A.  B.  Gladding, 
Augustus  Gofte, 
James  H.  Goddard, 
James  Goodwin, 
Edward  W.  Gould, 
Stephen  G.  Gowdey, 
Greene  Brothers, 
William  O.  Greene, 
William  Hamilton, 
Fred  M.  Hammett, 
Joseph  M.  Hammett, 
Robert  W.  Hammett, 
Edward  S.  Hammond, 
George  T.  Hammond, 
Joshua  Hammond,  2nd., 
E.  B.  Harrington, 
John  H.  Harrison, 
yVrthur  Hazard, 
William  H.  Henderson, 
E.  W.  Higbee, 
T.  W.  Higginson, 
Samuel  Hilton, 
Mrs.  T.  F.  Hinklev, 
W.  E.  HoUoway, 
Charles  T.  Hopkins, 
P.  H.  Horgan, 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Hough, 
Henry  T.  Ireys, 
Volney  S.  Ireys, 
Joseph  Irish, 
H.  J.  Jernegan, 
Joseph  Johnson, 
Joseph  F.  Johnston, 
James  G.  Keith, 
J.  D.  J.  Kelley, 


James  L.  Knowles, 
John  E    Lake, 
Mary  Ann  Lambert, 
Albert  C  Landers, 
John  B.  Landers, 
William  R.  Landers, 
Job  T.  Langley, 
Overton  G.  Langley, 
W.  C.  Langley,  Jr., 
Isaac  Lawrence, 

B.  II.  Lawton, 

C.  H.  Lawton, 
Francis  Lawton, 
II.  B.  Lawton, 
J.  T.  Lawton. 
W.  H.  Lawton, 
George  P.  Lawton, 
George  P.  Leonard, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Lewis, 
Joseph  G.  Lewis. 
Thomas  C.  Lewis, 
George  A.  Littlefield, 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Liith, 

W.  H.  Lynch.       ' 
N.  U.  Lyon, 
John  C.  Macy, 
M.  P.  Mallon, 
G;  II.  Manchester, 
Mrs.  E.  B.  de  Muro, 
Mrs.  Samuel  Moran, 
Alfred  Manchester, 
Silas  Manchester. 
W.  II.  Manchester. 
W.  E.  Marsh, 
W.  W.  Marvel, 
George  C.  Mason. 
William  Mathers, 
Ruth  A.  McCormick, 
W.  H.  McCormick, 
Daniel  McGowan, 
Andrew  K.  McMahon, 
Thomas  D.  Mills, 
Mrs.  Henry  H.  Monroe, 
John  H.  Morris, 
Thomas  R.  Miles, 
Charles  H.  Mumford, 
John  P.  Mumford, 
Samuel  R.  Mumford, 
T.  C.  Mumford, 


Edward  Newton, 
Florence  V.  Newton, 
Richard  J.  Newton, 
Simon  Newton, 
T.  F.  Nichols, 
Frank  E.  Nicolai, 
M.  A.  Nolan, 
George  II.  Norman, 
Clara  B.  Northup, 
J.  L.   Northam, 
Robert  E.  Northam, 
Mrs.  T.  S.  Nowell, 
Michael  O'Brien, 
James  Openshaw, 
John  S.  Palmer, 
J.  E.  Parmenter, 
George  C  Patterson, 
Elisha  Peckham, 
Job  A.  Peckham,  Jr., 
John  H.  Peckham, 
John  J.  Peckham, 
Orville  Peckham, 
Thomas  P.  Peckham, 
W.  G.  Peckham, 
Robert  Pengally, 
Charles  F.  Phillips, 
David  T.  Pinniger, 
Robert  C  Piiman, 
T.  T.  Pitman, 
Mrs.  Henry  E.  Pond, 
Mrs.  James  A.  Potter, 
S.  C.  Potter, 
Mrs.  Abby  Preufert, 
William  S.  Price, 
Andrew  J.  Q^iinn, 
P^rancis  H.  Rankin, 
Harwood  E.  Read, 
John  D.  Richardson, 
William  B.  Rider, 
E.  H.  Rhodes, 
C.  H.  Russell.  Jr., 
John  P.  Sanborn, 
Joshua  Sayer, 
Julius   Sayer, 
"w.  II.  Scott, 
John  C.  Seabury, 
T.  Mumford  Seabury,. 
T.  M.   Seabury,  2nd, 
Stephen  II.  Sears, 
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Philandei-  Shaw, 
Ausustus  P.  Sherman, 
F.  Shearman. 
Reminjjfton  Sherman. 
R.  M.  Sherman. 
Thomas  C.  Sherman, 
William  B.  Sherman, 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Shipman, 
Mrs.  W.  II.  Shoemaker, 
B.  D.  Silliman, 
Jane  Siliowav, 
Mr.s.  Anne  II.  Simmons, 
Lewis  L.  Simmons, 
Allen  C.  Slade,  2ncl., 
Stephen  P.  Slocum, 
William  II.  Slocmn, 
Mrs.  Eleanor  B.  Smith. 
Howard  Smith. 
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